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CHAPTER XXI. 
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« Let not the silken fetters bind 
„A gentle to a savage mind; 
«« For love abhors the sight.“ 


1 
We must now return to Ormond 
Lodge, where the absence of Henry was 
most sincerely regretted by every inhabi- 
tant in it, and around it, except his mo- 
ther. She alone was rejoiced at it; his 
understanding and penetration threw a pain- 
ful restraint over her conduct in many in- 
stances, and she regarded him only as a 
Spy.--- Mr. Westby's unexpected visit, and 
the freedom he had used in remonstrating 
with her, upon every occasion, in favor of her 
children, caused her to view bim in the same 
light. She was, therefore, equally glad of his 
departure. A dread of the censure of the 
world alone prevented her giving him an 
Vol, 11, B open 
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open affront, or she would not have hesi- 
tated to do it, to avoid his future visits. 
But, as he had not of late years been much 
in the habit of coming to the Lodge, she 
flattered herself with a hope, that it would 
be long enough before he came again, as 
his principal inducement was gone for ever: 
and she had observed, from the manner in 
which his feelings were affected on entering 
the house, that the loss of Mr. Ormond still 
sat heavy at his heart. --- Being now rid of 
the presence of those she most feared, Mrs. 
Ormond began to go more into company ; 
paid the utmost attention to her dress; and, 
in short, spared no expence to set off her 
personal charms to the greatest advantage. 
It required not the wisdom of a Solomon to 
penetrate her motives for this alteration, 
Lady Thornby saw it with infinite concern 
for the family. She soon, however, per- 
ceived, that the neighbourhood of Ormond 
Lodge was not the place where Mrs. 
Ormond had any chance for success: her 


mean, mercenary disposition, was well 
known there, and heartily despised. This 


aſtorded little satisfaction to Lady Thornby, 
who was well convinced, that, with such 


an immense fortune, added to her inclina- 
| uon 
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tion for marriage, she was not likely to 
continue single. She therefore determined 
upon endeavoring to attach hef to herself, 
that she might, if possible, obtain some in- 
fluence over her mind, and have an oppor- 
tunity of directing her choice to some man 
of honor and conscience. With this view, 
her ladyship became more intimate than 
heretofore : went often to the Lodge, and 
omitted nothing that could render her own 
habitation pleasing to Mrs. Ormond ; who, 
flattered greatly by such attention from a 
lady of her rank, yielded readily to her 
friendly efforts; and, in consequence, they 
were scarcely ever asunder for more than 
a day. All this time Mrs. Ormond's mind 
was wholly engrossed by her own selt-con- 
Sequence, and she remained perfectly inat- 
tentive to the welfare, and the wants of her 
son. He had written to her immediately on 
his settling at Captain Northington's, and 
given her a full account of all his proceed- 
ings, together with the low state of his 
finances; not doubting but he should hear 
from her shortly. This letter she received 
as she sat at dinner, read it over once with- 
out speaking, and then tossed it to Cathe- 
rine, who, with her _ eagerly devoured 
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every word; while their unfeeling mother, 
who presently withdrew to dress for a visit, 
thought no more of the matter, and none of 
her daughters dared to remind her of it. 
Three weeks had elapsed, when -the post 
brought another letter from Henry ; it was 
addressed to Catherine, and expressed, in 
terms of feeling, his extreme uneasiness at 
not hearing from any of the family; and 
likewise his own pecuniary distress. She 
gave the letter to her mother, who read 
it over, and returned it without speaking. 
Poor Catherine and Margaretta were under 
great concern for their brother, but knew 
not how to assist him. --- All they could 
do, was, to convince him by their pen, 
that he was remembered by them with 
unabated affection. With a view to this, 
the former sat down to write to him the 
next morning. She had just began, when 
Mrs. Ormond entered the room, and in- 
quired what she was doing? On being in- 
formed, she said, with evident displeasure, 
„ Pho!---pho!---prithee lay aside the 
« writing implements, and employ yourself 
jn something more useful. ---I hate both 
« reading and scribbling. --- Scribbling girls 
© are the most detestable creatures upon 
„earth; 


THE nnn HEIR, 
Ns. 

„earth; they are always promoting mis- 
„ chief; writing about things that no ways 
concern them, and animadverting upon 
the conduct of those, whom it is their 
*« duty only to obey. Postage too is expen- 
„sive, and there is no occasion to be in 
** any hurry about the matter. It is time 
** enough for you to answer letters, when 
order you; I am certainly the best 
*« judge. --- I suppose“ --- continued she--- if 
* was to allow a correspondence between 
« Henry and you, family affairs would be- 
« come the subject of it, and I should have 
«« my own children sit in judgment on me 
and my conduct: but, I will not suffer 
Dany such thing, therefore, pray madam, 
never attempt it any more, I desire.“ 

She had just finished her curious harangue 
when Lady Thornby and Lady Jane Hermon 
dropt in.—-After a few minutes, the latter 
withdrew with Catherine. --- In their absence 
Mrs, Ormond made observation that Lady 
Jane looked indisposed. 

She does, indeed“ said Lady Thornby 
---* and my mind is much disquieted in 
** CONSCquence. ---Since her late illness, she 
has had neither health nor spirits equal to 
what she enjoyed before.“ 
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* I am inclined to think“ - resumed Mrs. 
Ormond - that a little excursion would be 
of great service to her.- - Change of air, 
and the exercise of travelling, are very 
„ beneficial to health.“ 

It is possible they may prove so to 
her“ - returned her Ladyship--- I think 
Jil try the effect.“ 

** Well, then“ --- cried Mrs. Ormond--- 
'«* what does your Ladyship think of Bath? 
„This is the season, and the company $he'll 
meet there, will probably exhilarate her 
*« spirits; and, as the summer is before you, 
** if Bath does not prove a sufficient restora- 
tive, you can keep moving from one place 
to another.---If you have an inclination 
to go, I'll make one of your party, and 
* we'll enter upon our travels the beginning 
of next week.“ 

„With all my heart” --- replied her La- 
dyship---<* I know Jane will have no objec- 
tion, if you'll take Catherine and Marga- 
„ retta with you.“ 

O! by no means, my Lady”---cried 
Mrs. Ormond--- © they must be left at 
** home, they grow too consequential al- 
< ready.” --- Here the conversation was in- 
terrupted by the return of Lady Jane, ac- 

companied 
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companied by the two eldest Miss Ormonds'. 
Lady Thornby told her daughter that 
Mrs, Ormond and she had been planning 
an agreeable tour, for a few of the summer 
months, --- The intelligence pleased Lady 
Jane, who interceded so powerfully for the 
company of her two friends, that Mrs. Or- 
mond yielded her consent for Catherine go- 
ing with them, but would not be prevailed 
upon to admit Margaretta of the party. --- 
As the finest gold has its alloy, so almost 
every earthly pleasure has its sting. Ca- 
therine would have rejoiced in the 1dea of 
such an excursion, with her sister in com- 
pany ; but to go without her, was a reflection 
that gave her more pain than pleasure. She 
dreaded every thing that seemed to threaten 
an invasion of that felicity they derived 
from their affection for each other: and 
would, therefore, much rather have sacri- 
ficed the expeeted enjoyment, than have 
caused the bosom of Margaretta to be for 
one moment pierced by the goading fangs 
of envy and jealousy.--- Far from being flat- - 
tered by the distinction her mother had 
made, she had humility enough to regard 
it as an unmerited one; and, her spirits were 
more depressed than elevated throughout 
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the day. Margaretta saw it with pain; her 
good sense, aided by her affection, easily 
penetrated the cause, and was solicitous to 
remove it. She could not touch upon the 
subject in the presence of her mother, but 
seized the first minute they were alone in 
the evening, to say, 

«« My dear Catherine, lay aside, I entreat, 
all your concern at leaving me behind, 
*« and do not curtail your own pleasure in 
the journey, by any regrets upon my ac- 
count; be assured, neither Harriet nor I 
feel the smallest degree of envy about 
the matter: we only wish you may be as 
** happy at Bath, as we intend to be at home. 
«« We have laid the prettiest plan imagi- 
* nable, for amusement, blended. with im- 
„ provement, in which we mean to include 
© our sweet little Eliza, who will, doubtless, 
„ be perfectly satisfied. She, you know, 
is of so contented a disposition, that no- 
„ thing in nature is easier than to keep 
« her always pleased, since she is sure to 
„ be so, as long as it is in her power to 
contribute to the ease or happiness of 
those about her.---I think“ - added she 
---*© have said enough to make you easy; 
* and, if you love me, you will be no 
| «c longer 


„ Ä 


r 


THE eee rn HEIR. 
Nr 

« longer otherwise, but turn your thoughts 
ce jmmediately to making every prepar- 
ation necessary for the purpose; and, 
«as the time is short, you must accept. 
« of my assistance, since our finances will 
„not allow us to hold any commerce v ith 
„ milliners and mantua- makers.“ 

Catherine's disquiet dispelled by this little 
aitectionate address; she gratetully accepted 
her sister's kind offer. --- They entered upon 
the important business next morning, and 
completed it within the limited time. - This 
employment, attractive as it generally is to 
young female minds, did not, however, 80 
entirely occupy theirs, as to divest them of 
all concern for their brother, or prevent 
their feeling the deepest regret at the inter- 
diction their mother had laid upon their 
corresponding with him. They considered 
themselves as great losers, both of pleasure 
and advantage, but resolved to submit ra- 
ther than be guilty of a single act of dis- 
obedience, or forfeit the respect due to their 
own; characters, by any clandestine proceed- 
ings, which: would, they thought, Subject. 
them to their own contempt, as much as 
to that of Henry's: either of which would 
have been insupportable to minds dignified 
B 4 as 
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as theirs. --- Mrs. Ormond, however, was 
still too apprehensive of Henry's spirit, to 
venture irritating it too far. Having put a 
final stop to the literary intercourse be- 
tween him and her daughters, she, on the 
evening of the same day, wrote a few lines, 
informing him of her intended journey, the 
engagement of Catherine in consequence, 
and concluded with telling him, it would 
be unnecessary for him to lose his time, 
or put himself to inconveniency to write 
again, before he stood in need of a fresh 
supply of cash; and then she expected him 
to write only to ber.-— In this letter she 
transmitted a bank-note for ten pounds, 
which served, in some measure, to quiet the 
minds of her two eldest daughters, though 
it could by no means reconcile them to the 
loss of such a correspondent as their brother, 
On the appointed day Lady Thornby and 
Mrs. Ormond, with the two young ladies, set 
out tor Bath, which they found full of the 
first company. Mrs. Ormond was elated 
at it, and soon discovered a strong incli- 
nation to exhibit herself in public; but, 
positively forbade Catherine's appearance. 
The lovely Lady Jane had too much mental 
refinement, to derive any satisfaction 3 
the 
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the admiration of a crowd, and was there- 


fore not much displeased at the opportunity 


given her of avoiding it, in politeness to 
Catherine: in whose conversation she passed 
the time far more agreeable to her taste; 
and it was without the least regret, that 
they beheld Lady Thornby and Mrs. Or- 
mond enter with avidity into every pub- 
lic amusement. The latter attracted ge- 
neral admiration; but nothing beyond it, 
for the space of a fortnight. At the expi- 
ration of that time, they accidentally” met 
at the pump-room with Sir James Askew, --+ 
He had been many years intimate with the 
late Earl Thornby; had been often at Park- 
Hill Place; and, together with his noble 
friends, had sometimes visited Ormond 
ge; of course knew the two ladies, and 
recognized them directly. Lady Thornby 
was pleased at so unexpectedly meeting 
one for whom she had always entertained 
a very high esteem. Her Ladyship gave 
him a general invitation to visit them dur- 
ing their stay at Bath. Sir James accepted 
the invitation with his usual politeness, and 
detexmined to avail himself of it. He had 
always admired Mrs. Ormond's face and 
form, but never before thought her half 
B 6 SO 
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so lovely as she then appeared in her widow's 
dress; he therefore paid her such very par- 
ticular attention, as could not possibly pass 
unobserved by Lady Thornby, who foresee- 
ing in him an amiable and worthy successor 
to Mr. Ormond, was rejoiced at the fortu- 
nate event of their meeting, and in the 
warmth of her heart, congratulated Mrs. Or- 
mond on her conquest. Whether her La- 
dyship's judgment and penetration were er- 
roneous in this instance, will be seen shortly. 
Sir James Asxew was a baronet of 
an ancient family; his estate large and 
unincumbered. He had been very happily 
married, but had lost his lady about three 
years before. By her he had been the ta- 
ther of three children, who all died young. 
Formed for a calm, domestic life, he wished 
again to enjoy the sweets of it, being per- 
iectly weary of a single state. In his idea, 
Mrs. Ormond appeared calculated to make 
him happy; and he determined to court her 
alliance. - Sir James had polished inanners, 
a cultivated mind, with the highest sense 
of honor, and the utmost liberality of; soul 
and sentiunent, --- Mrs. Ormond's person, 
and that sweet gentleness of manners she 
$0 well knew how to assume, charmed him 


at 


THE! —_—_— Unix. 
00d ed nn... 

at first; but the best fitted mask may some- 
times drop off, and discover deformities 
unsuspected, --- Sir James was not the man 
to suffer his understanding to be long de- 
ceived by his eye. After three weeks 
acquaintance with her, he sought an op- 
portunity of conversing with Lady Thornby 
on the subject of her fair friend --- as he 
termed Mrs. Ormond, --- with a view to 
discover her ladyship's real opinion of her. 
An opportunity soon offered, when the Ba- 
ronet led to the subject, by candidly con- 
tessing himself attached to Mrs. Ormond, 
and then in the situation of a declared and 
apparently favored lover. Her Ladyship's 
words and looks expressed equal pleasure 
at the intelligence; yet that was not suf- 
ficient to satisfy Sir James, be expected 
to hear something in commendation of her, 
and was disappointed he did not. He knew 
the elevated mind of Lady Thornby, and 
could not suppose her capable, of suppres- 
sing one amiable trait in the character af 
Mrs. Ormond, if any had really existence 
there. He remained silent, 1 think 
ing for a few minutes, then said,. 
«« Mrs. Ormond has not yet — me the 

©*. honor to conycrse. about her children, ane 
le- 
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* recollect her having several: - as Her's, 
they must be dear to me ; ---I already feel 
an interest in their welfare. --- Pray, my 
* Lady, what family has she?“ 

* She has four daughters, -replied Lady 
Thornby---< and one son, now in London, 
* a very elegant young man.“ 

Without doubt“ resumed Sir James 
--- © her children must be elegant, if they at 
*« all resemble her. --- But pray“ continued 
he--- what occasions the young gentleman 
* to he in London, at this season of the 

ce year?” 

He is there“ returned her Ladyship, 
Hurt to be interrogated upon the subject 
« for improvement in the profession of 
surgery. 

The profession of surgery!“ repeated 
he--- you astonish me, Madam ! ---I should 
rather have expected he was forming him- 
* gelf for a seat in the British senate!“ 

Upon my word, Sir James” ---cried her , 
Ladyship, warmly --- © he has talents to 
make a brilliant figure there, --- His pre- 
sent pursuit is merely in compliance with 
„ his mother's inclination, 

* Your Ladyship surprizes me more 


and more !*'--- returned Sir James I 
; „should 
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ce should have imagined Mrs. Ormond en- 
« tertained higher views for her only $0n! 
« His conduct too, is amazing in the ex- 
e treme, since I believe it very unusual for 
“young men, inheriting so large an estate 
* as his, to pay such implicit obedience to 
the will of a mother. -I think added 
he- © 7 should not have done it.“ Lady 
Thornby shook her head, but was silent. 
„That look of your's, my Lady” ---8aid 
Sir James --- ©* and that motion of the head, 
** implies something I am yet unacquainted 
** with !--- may I presume to ask their mean- 
ing 7“. | ; 
Their meaning then, Sir James” ---re- 


plied she, with evident concern -“ is, that 


you are mistaken in supposing Mr. Henry 
* Ormond inherits either of the family 
*« estates. To the wonder of every one, 
the last will of his late father, gives 
*« every thing, real and personal, to his 
** widow, and leaves the five children en- 
* tirely dependant upon her.” - Sir James 
changed countenance, and said, x 
« I cannot help condemning Mr. Or- 
** monEs conduct: --- he certainly acted very 
** wrong. --- Mrs. Ormond may have great 
*« merit, and will, doubtless, prove worthy 
60 of 


} 
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*« of the confidence; yet it surely was a 
dangerous one! --- However, Madam, --- 
continued he --- © if that Lady forms 
© an alliance with me, all her children 
must be previously provided for, and, in 
as ample a manner as the fortune of their 


late father gives them a just right to 


« expect. 

„Jam afraid,” said Lady Thornby, and 
paused. --- *© Of what ?”” --- resumed he, has- 
tily ---<© 1s your LadysSNIP 1 in fear?” 

My dear Sir, ---she replied, - I-fear 
you will not easily persuade Mrs. Ormond 


to agree to that.“ 


„Then, my Lady,” --- cried he---rising 


from his chair, and coloring highly,---* I 


will candidly declare to you, that the wo- 
„man who can hesitate upon a point of 
such importance, can be no wife for me. 
«.---] shall, therefore, make it the first 
subject of conversation, when I have the 
* honor to wait upon Mrs. Ormond to- 
**, Morrow, that I may know my destiny 
«at once,” He then bid adieu to Lady 
Thornby, and departed. --- Sir, James weit 
the next morning to visit Mrs. Ormond, 
and had sat about half an hour with her, 
whey: Lady Thoxaby, not knowing he was 

there 
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there, entered the room; but slightly 


apologizing, would have retired immedi- 
ately, had she not been prevented by the 
Baronet, who solicited her to stay and be 
arbiter between her friend and him. She 
complied, and he opened the affair, by first 
informing her of the settlement he offered 
Mrs. Ormond; and, which was too noble 
to be objected to. --- He next mentioned his 
earnest desire to have her children rendered 
perfectly independent,--- Mrs, Ormond in- 
terrupted him here, by saying, 

„Sir James, I want not to have any of 
my children rendered independent, while 
** I live. I know the duty of a mother, and 
also the necessity of securing to myself that 
proper degree of respect and obedience | 
„which dependence alone can enforce.” 

Sir James was beginning to reply, but 
was interrupted, by Lady Thornby saying. 

think, Sir, Mrs. Ormond gives a 
strong proof of the confidence she re- 
poses in your honor; and, Jam sure, you 
justly merit it. Let; therefore; this mat- 
Y ter rest for the present. Tou will al- 

ways have it in your own. power to act 

* uprightly, when certain occasions render 
* it necessary.“ b ; 230-44 
| ce Par don 
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Pardon me, my Lady” said he- 
for rejecting your friendly counsel fn | 
this instance. --- Allow me to say, that, 
in aspiring to an union with your ele- 
** gant friend, I have not more my own 
* happiness, than her's in view. ---Is it pos- 
*« sible for her to be happy, if the minds of 
her children are rendered miserable? - 
* In becoming her husband, I would wish 
to be not merely a nominal father to her 
* family: ---no! I would conclliate their af. 
* fections, with the hope of obtaining their 
<« entire confidence. Could I expect to gain 
that, when viewed as a robber, entering 
their house for the sole purpose of plun- 
«« dering them of their natural and heredi- 
*« tary right? - No man of proper spirit, 
*© could support such an idea: nor would 
** any man of real honor, throw himself vo- 
** luntarily into a situation, that might here- 
* aiter tempt him to commit an act of 
** injustice. --- Mrs. Ormond may probably 
*© have a second family: - that family can 
© have no ust right to inherit her present 
„ property |! ---yet J. if the father of it, 
might then, under the influence of pa- 
rental feelings, see the matter in a very 
different light; and, having a legal power 
cc to 
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«© to promote the interest of my own off- 
„spring, might forget the equity due to 
* her's.---In such a case, my Lady, I can- 


„not answer for my conduct; and am 


« therefore determined not to be the dele- 


gate of such a power. 


„And I, Sir“ -- retorted Mrs. Gen! 
am equally determined not to delegate 
to my children, - by the folly of making 
* them independant, ---the power of treating 
© me with disobedience and disrespect. 

«« Bear with me, patiently, a little longer, 
% Madam” ---resumed Sir James and be 
** not offended at the freedom I use. I am 
interested in the subject; and, as a man 
of honor, consider myself called upon to 
speak with plainness. Permit me, then, 
© to say, you entertain wrong ideas, if you 
set as high a value on that respectful at- 
* tention which flows only from a selfish, 
* 8ordid principle, as on that which is the 
genuine offspring of filial love and re- 
** verence, heightened by gratitude. - From 
* the observation I have formerly made of 
the disposition of your son, I think I may 
venture to pronounce, that a state of in- 
** dependency would increase, not lessen his 
respect towards you: while the contrary, 

can 
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e can have no other effect upon a mind noble 
as his, than that of veiling all its virtues, --- 
Justice demands for him to be put into im- 
* mediate possession of his paternal estate.“ 

„it is, in my opinion, much better he 
should not”--- returned Mrs. Or mond. 

Till my decease, Ormond Lodge will 
*« not be vacated by me.” 

** I have done, then, Madam“ said he- 
since such is your determination. James 
** Askew will not be richer than he ought; 
- nor Will he be compelled to usurp the 
* command, in a mansion, that is, in equity, 
the right of another.” Rising from his 

seat, he advanced towards her, took her 
— and raising it to his lips, said, 

% Adieu lovely, but mistaken Mrs. Or- 
ce mond t- fnaliy adieu ! --- may you and 
**your's be happy.“ ---She was about to 
speak, but he had vanished in a moment. 
A dead silence ensued, which was; at length, 
broke by Lady Thornby. 

„ Ohl. Mrs. Ormond!“ cried she — 
«what have you done? --- why would you 
* not be Lady Askew, on Such honorable 
« conditions as his ?” 

Never fear, my good Lady returned 
she, smiling and viewing herself in a mir- 
gi ror 
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„ terms. 

fear you will not“ -- returned her 
Ladyship. 

*« Psha! psha!” ---said Mrs. Ormond --- 
axe you such a simpleton, as to take him 
gat his word? --- believe me this is nothing 
more than a flourish, to impress me with 
ga high idea of his consequence.“ 

Ah, Madam !---cried lady Thornby- 
you do not sufficiently know the noble 
mind of the man.” | | 

A fig for his noble mind; ---cried Mrs. 
Ormond - what will you bet, my dear 
* lady, that he does not descend from these 
high romantic flights, and surrender un- 
** conditionally ? 

„No! never, Madam!” --- was the reply. 

*« Phoo! phoo! my Lady, - returned! Mrs. y 
Ormond, gaily, --- © tell me wat you ll bet 
upon it?“ 

Why nothing less than my whole set of 
% diamonds,” - returned she, Warmly. 


5 protest, now ---cried Mrs. Ormond, 
gravely---< you frighten me. 5 If. vou, are 
so serious as that, I know pat, what. 
*to think of it: but time will shew, 80 
_ 'Tis too soon for, 

40 me 


ce there I'{l leave it. 
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te me to decorate myself with a willow- 
* coronet:“- saying this, she rose and left 
the room, and the subject was no more 
revived that day. --- Next morning, at break- 
fast, a card from Sir James Askew was de- 
livered to Lady Thornby, containing a polite 
acknowledgment of her friendly civilities ; 
and, apologizing for not taking leave of her 
in person. It was left at the door by 
a porter, who said Sir James had quitted 
Bath half an hour before. Lady Thornby 
Said nothing; she had too much generosity 
to excult, though she could not help re- 
marking that Mrs. Ormond looked much 
disappointed, --- She bit her lip with vex- 
ation, and remained silent 'till the breakfast 
things were removed, then retired to her 
dressing- room, where she made a longer 
stay than usual. --Her mortification was 
great; yet, it did not lead her to condemn 
her own conduct as the cause. On the 
contrary, she laid the whole blame on Sir 
James, --- He was capricious; romantic 
* and fickle; and, merited contempt for 
** his extreme folly.” It was not the loss 
of a worthy heart that she regretted, for 
She loved him not. ---It was only the loss 
of a title,--- The disappointment made her 

temper 
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temper additionally disagreeable; and Ca- 


therine, --- being the only object upon whom 


she could vent her spleen, - soon experi- 
enced the painful effects: -- while meek and 
uncomplaining, she confined her distress 
to her own bosom, yet, not so effectually 
could she conceal it from Lady Thornby 
and Lady Jane, as she wished. --- To them 
her sorrows were visible; and they deeply 
lamented it was not in their power to re- 
move them, 


CHAPTER XXII. 
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„Two sordid souls 
© The rugged and the keen, 
% Sampson's young foxes might as well, 
« In bands of cheerful wedlock dwell, 
„% With fire-brands tied between. 
Warrs. 


W HILE things were in this un— 
toward state with Mrs. Ormond; her son 
was making a rapid progress in the paths 
of honor and virtue; as well as in his 
professional science, in which he bid fair to 
rise to the highest degree of eminence. He 
was nevertheless not without his troubles. --- 
The letter he had received from his mother, 
a little before her excursion to Bath, exhi- 
bited to his idea a display of tyranny, that 
struck him as unfeeling and unnatural: --- 
nor was he more at a loss to develope\ 
her reasons for prohibiting a correspon- 
dence between him and his sisters, than 
he was concerned at the event, --- Added 

to 
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to this, the note inclosed was little more than 
sufficient to satisfy the just demands of 
those to whom he stood indebted; and, 
notwithstanding his utmost care and cau- 
tion, that little was now nearly exhausted. 
---He felt the strongest repugnance to con- 
tracting debts, yet knew not how to avoid 
it. The recollection of his mother's ex- 
pressions to him a few hours before they 
parted, struck him with terror, and made 
him dread to write again for a fresh sup-- 
ply, so soon after the former.--- Havin 

considered the matter very deeply, he de- 
termined to delay it as long as he possibly 
could, rather than risk her displeasure. 
He confided too, in the friendship of Mr. 
R. Westby, whom, he made no doubt 
would readily render him a temporary as- 
sistance, should necessity oblige him to 
. ask it. With a view to tranquillize his 
1er, own mind, he went out to dine with that 
chi- Ezentleman. On his entrance, he found him 
just opening a letter from his brother ; 
having over-ran it hastily, he gave it with 


lope\ a smile to Henry, saying, 
pon © Read it, you'll be entertain'd.” It 
than ' was dated from Weymouth. * con- 
dded ' tents were these: 

to Pol. 2. C « Dean 
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«© DEAR BROTHER, 

« As you never was married, you can 
* hardly form an idea of the whimsical- 
„ lities ef the women, else it would be 
** unnecessary to account to you for my 
* being at this place, instead of at home; 
where I ought to be at present, busied in 
« my office.---I have lately had a slight 
*« indisposition, which confined me for a 
short time to the house; and my beloved 
Kate would persuade me it was entirely 
the consequence of a too close application 
* to business. Some relaxation from its 
*«« fatigues, was she said --- absolutely ne- 
**cessary ; and she must insist on my in- 
„ dulging her with my company to one of 
* the watering-places for a few weeks.“ 
Kate,“ --- cried I, with great gravity--- 
thou art in general a more reasonable 
being than most women; of course, thy 
present request surprizes me! --- What! 
in the name of wonder, can you be think- 
ing of, to propose a pleasureable excursion 
at a time like this? when Great Britain, 
as the wise politicians tell us, is in a state 
«« of the utmost distress. --- Burden'd with 
taxes to support unnecessary placemen 
** and pensloners, «-- Her finances low; her 
resources 
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resources exhausted; her trade annihi- 
« lated; her poor starving in the streets; 
arts and sciences totally neglected, and 
artists perishing in obscurity. --- Added 
to all this, we are loaded with an enor- 
e mous national debt, which is perpetually 
increasing, and must, in the end, ine- 
« vitably sink us all into utter ruin. 

„Well, Westby,” - - returned she, with 
«« quickness--- England has this advantage: 

utter ruin can never take her by sur- 
prize. because the event has been 80 
long and so often foretold by every ge- 
*«< neration of wise-acres, while their wisdom 
falls short of teaching us how to avert 
the impending evil.” 

* You are mistaken there, indeed, --- 
* resumed I ---for they never fail to point 
out the best of all possible methods to 
* avert it: and that is, turning out all those 
** at the state- helm, and placing themselves 
in their room, --- Happily for us, I believe, 
there is no nation under heaven where 
** wisdom and virtue has been so liberally 
** dispensed by nature as in Britain !--- Not 
* a man, even amongst the lowest order, 
** but what is, in his own estimation, a 
9 complete statesman, in theory, and per- 

2 « fectly 
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5 fectly well qualified to hold the reins of 
„ government. Now Kate, --- continued 
T---<1f, after all I have told you, the idea 
of national ruin has no terrors, you must, 
without doubt, be incorrigible in error, 
and remonstrance will be to no pur- 
pose; therefore, instead of making any, 
J shall only propose our going to Wey- 
„ mouth.--- To this she readily acceded. --- 
We got here this day to dinner, have 
taken lodgings, in which we are secluded 
from the gay world 'till to morrow morn- 
ing, when, I trust we shall be recovered 
from fatigue, and capable of entering 
into all the rational amusements of the 
place. -- We purpose staying six or eight 
«« weeks. --- Give us your company, and you 

* will add much to our happiness. 

« Your ever aftectionate Brother, 

G. WESTBY,” 


„, P. S. Remember us to Henry Ormond.” 


Henry, having read the letter, returned 
it, saying, 
Do you go, Mr. Westby?“ 
« Undoubtedly I do!” --- returned he--- 
and shall set out to-morrow — 
cc am 
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„Jam selfish enough to be sorry for 
© it,” said Henry“ for I shall miss you 
«very much.“ 

„ hope not,” --- rejoined Mr. Westby --- 
but, however, let me hear from you often, 
and do not forget, that, if you stand 
„in need of any services I can do you, 
* a few strokes of your pen will not fail 
to command them immediately.” 

Henry returned thanks for his friendly 
offer. The conversation then turned on ya- 
rious subjects, and, after passing the day 
pleasantly, he left him in the evening, 
without dropping even a hint of his ap- 
proaching difficulties. 

So severe a disappointment as Mrs. 
Ormond had experienced, sickened her of 
Bath, and, in a few days after the departure 
of Sir James Askew, she proposed to Lady 


Thornby an immediate removal from thence 


to Wey mouth. No objection being made by 
her Ladyship, they went, and had been there 
a fortnight, when they accidentally met upon 
the beach, the two Mr. Westby's and Mrs. 
Westby. ---It had been long since the latter 
and Mrs. Ormond had seen each other, 
and politeness led them now to express 
more pleasure in the interview, than, per- 

23 haps, 
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haps, they either of them felt. It was other- 
wise with Lady Thornby, Lady Jane Hermon, 
and Catherine Ormond ; their expressions 
were sincere, they, particularly the two 
young ladies, were truly delighted at the 
meeting. - Mutual invitations passed, and 
a visit of ceremony was given and returned; 
after which Lady Jane and Catherine spent 
11 most of their time with the Westby family. 
1 Mrs. Ormond being chiefly engrossed by 
her own important concerns, gave no inter- 
ruption to the felicity of her daughter. Three 
weeks elapsed in this agreeable manner : --- 
but, as a calm sea frequently precedes a vio- 
lent hurricane, so it often happens, that a state 
of tranquil ease, is succeeded by some pecu- 
liarly distressing event. This was the case 
with Catherine, she and Lady Jane had been 
spending the afternoon at Mr. Westby's 
apartments, and had engaged to join them 
again early next day, when they were to ride 
out together; Lady Jane with Mr. R. Westby 
in his phaeton, and Catherine in the chariot 
with Mr. and Mrs, Westby. -- -'The appointed 
hour came, but neither of the young ladies 
appeared. ---- The carriages had waited at 
the door almost two hours and a half, when 
Mr. and Mrs, Westby's patience being 
| exhausted, 
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exhausted, and their minds perplexed with 
uneasy apprehensions; they sent to know 
if any thing had arisen to deprive them 
of the pleasure of their company? - The 
servant presently returned, with the re- 
ply, that « Lady Jane and Miss Or mond 
« would have the honor of attending Mrs. 
« Westby, in a few minutes, and would 
« then account for their delay.“ Lady 
«« Thornby's servant, Madam“ --- added 
he --- * gave me the message, and, at the 
« game time told me, that both his ladies 
“ and Miss Ormond were in a great deal 
*«« of trouble on account of Mrs. Ormond, 
« whom, he says, was this morning pri- 
« vately married.“ 

« Married! and so the deed is really 
« done!”'---cried Mr, Westby, with anger 
and vexation blended in his countenance --« 
and pray, Philip,”'---he asked---<* whom 
«© has she married?” 

« One Sir Philemon Carteret, Sir; 
* well-known here for a notorious game- 
ester“ --- answered Philip, --- And they 
* do say very bad things of him besides.“ 

„This“ --- said Mr. Westby “ is just 
what I expected! and pray, Philip” --- 

C4 said 
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said he to the servant --- © what other bad 
things do they say of him?“ | 

Philip's reply was prevented by the en- 
trance of Lady Jane and Catherine; the 
latter strove to meet her friends with 
her usual smiles, but her feelings were 
too powerful for restraint, and tears forced 
a passage down her lovely cheeks. Every 
one present was affected; Mrs. Westby 
particularly 80: --- she wept with her, took 
her hand tenderly, and said, 

„ My dearest Catherine, be comforted; 
«« remember, you are dear to the heart of 
«« Westby and me. --- Look upon us as 
„parents, and rest assured of our pro- 
* tection; 

Catherine looked her thanks, but it was 
some minutes before she was composed 
enough to express them verbally, At 
length she spoke of her brother with the 
utmost concern, and requested Lady Jane 
to write to him immediately, to prevent 
his having the information through any 
accidental channel. 

« No! my dear Catherine!“ --- cried 
the amiable creature, - that is amongst 
«© the number of things which I cannot do. 

« I cannot, 
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I cannot, indeed, take up a pen, and de- 
«« liberately transmit with it intelligence 
« that must give more pain to Henry than 
« would a dagger to his heart, though its 
« effects might not be quite so fatal. --- It 
* is, doubtless, necessary he should be 
informed of it directly, and therefore, 
Mr. Westby will be so good to---" 

«« Permit me, Lady Jane” -— interrupted 
he * to decline it too. I am, you know, 
rather an invalid, and this event has dis- 
* composed my $pirits too much for wri- 
ting. --- But. I am certain my brother's 
pen will be at your service“ 

Mr. R. Westby undertook it instantly, 
and retired for that purpose. 

Having now introduced Sir Philemon 
Carteret to the acquaintanceof my readers, 
it will not be improper briefly to delineate. 
his character. ---He was one of those beings 
most dangerous in society, as he could, for 
selfish ends, accommodate himself to the 
humors and inclinations of every one: 
When in company with persons cf real 
worth and honor, his mind and manners 
were as opposite to each other. as East 
and West. He was polite, affable and 
engaging, even to fascination; but, when 
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in such situations as set him perfectly 
at his ease; or, in other words, when he 
was what is usually termed quite at bome, 
he always prefered being vulgar in the 
extreme.- His father left him a clear, 
unincumbered estate of two thousand, 
five hundred per annum, which he had 
almost annihilated by extravagance. A 
propensity to women and gaming, were 
his most predominant vices. --- I am 
sorry that a strict adherence to truth, 
compels me to say, he had not a sin- 
gle virtue to plead in extenuation. His 
education had been that of a gentle- 
man ; but, the only use he made of it, 
was, rendering it subservient to all his. 
deep-designing schemes and artifices. He 
had lived single 'till his marriage with 
Mrs. Ormond, and, was then on the wrong 
Side of forty ; incumbered with such an- 
enormous load of debt, as made him en- 
tertain serious thoughts of leaving this 
land of general liberty, to secure the free- 
dom of his own person on some foreign 
shore; when, accident discovered to him 
a knowledge of the large fortune which- 
that lady had in her power, and deter- 
mined him to seek her acquaintance, and 

obtain. 
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obtain the possess ion of both. Having no 
sense of honor or justice, nor any feelings 
of humanity, her children were no obsta- 
cles in his way; but, as a search into his 


circumstances and character, might be 


prejudicial to his interest, he had art 
enough to persuade Mrs. Or mond to ad- 
here to the strictest secrecy, till oppo- 
sition from her children and Lady Thornby 
would be unavailing. --- Mrs. Ormond 
wanted little persuasion to this; yet, 
it was not Lady Thornby's opposition 
she had any apprehension of; nor the in- 
fluence of persuasion or remonstrance 
from her children: she had no idea that 
they would dare to use either; but, it 
was Mr. Westby whom she feared. - 
His good sense, his knowledge of the world, 
his affection for the descendants of his 
late much-loved friend, and his zeal for 
their interests, would induce him to raise 
the strongest objections; and, perhaps, to 
set her conduct in a light insupportably ri- 
diculous ! --- She was, therefore, well pleas- 
ed that Sir Philemon had given her-a plea 
for privacy, without reducing her to the 
necessity of requesting it of him; and, 
she readily took 27 word for the fortune 
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he inherited, as well as his promise of 
settling all her own upon herself, as soon 
as they were quietly fixed at Ormond 
ge: --- © jt being impossible”'--- he said 
to employ lawyers while at Wey- 

„ mouth, without subjecting themselves 
„ to the risk of having the affair trans- 
„ pire: and the settlement might be 
« drawn ſo as to be equally as valid, if 
«© made after the marriage.”---Mrs, Or- 
mond would have been much better 
pleased to have had this part of the bu- 
siness completed first, but a dread. of 
any thing arising to disappoint, a second 
time, her hopes of a title, prevailed over 
her usual prudence, and she yielded to 
his wishes. On her first coming to Wey- 
mouth, she had formed an acquaintance 
with two ladies, in whose parties of plea- 
Sure and amusement, she constantly made 
one. --- As their company did not altoge- 
ther suit the refined taste of Lady Thornby, 
her Ladyship often declined joining them. 
On the day previous to her marriage, 
Mrs. Ormond, with a careless air, men- 
tioned an engagement she had made for 
the next day, with those ladies and a 
party of their friends, to cross over to 
Portland, 


0) | puke mood — wry 


THE 3 HEIR, 
* %⏑ ED Gee Gee 
Portland, where they purposed dar: 
two or three days; and slightly requested 
her Ladyship to join them. Lady Thorn- 
by having an unconquerable dread of 
the water, made that her plea for de- 
clining the invitation, and Mrs, Ormond 
went out alone 'about half past eight 
in the morning. --- While Lady Thornby, 
Lady Jane and Catherine sat at breakfast, 
a note was brought to Lady Thorn- 
by, who, perceiving it was superscribed 
by Mrs. Ormond, opened it hastily, in 
a sort of dread. of its contents, which 
were only to announce the. intelligence 
of her marriage, and make a flimsy apo- 
logy for doing it clandestinely. ---She 
turned pale. on the perusal, and the shock 
took from her the power. of speech. 
She laid down the note, open, before 
Catherine; when, Lady Jane, locking- 

over her shoulder, exclaimed, 

Good heavens! Mrs. Ormond, man 
5 ried this morning ! !--- and. so privately 
*« too!” 

* Ah! that cruel privacy she has ob- 
© served in this instance, --- cried her La- 
dy ship -=-- © augers no good. --- Alas! I fear 
** $he has Irretrievably ruined her whol : 


family.“ 
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« family”. Poor Catherine spoke not; 
her tears flowed fast, while her two friends 
sympathized deeply in her sorrows. So 
engrossed were they all by this unhappy 
event, that the engagement with Mr. 
Westby's family was entirely forgotten, 
till their message reached them. Lady 
Thornby was then inclined to accompany 
them; but, suddenly recollecting herself, 

No! no!“ -- she cried---© I cennot 
* go! I: shall be ashamed to see Mr. 
« Westby after this! Oh! how heedless 
* a guardian have I been!“ 

This expression Lady Jane repeated 
to- Mr. Westby, who said, in reply, 

«« Well, then J must go immediately 
«© and reconcile: her Ladyship to herself. 
«© ..-Ah!”---added he- I should have 
supposed she had, eer this, known her 
ce sex better, than to imagine, that the 
ut most vigilance of a well- skilled duenna 
«« could have prevented what has hap- 
% pened.“ 

« My love!” -- -cried Mrs. Westby 
you are severely satirical upon us.“ 

J deny that, Kate; - -cried he it 
is not such women as Lady Thornby 
«and 
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te and you that merit the satire; conse- 
«« quently, its severity does not apply.“ 

Saying this, Mr. Westby went our, and 
after an absence of about two hours, Lady 
Thornby returned with him to dinner. 

The stolen wedding furnished a subject 
for conversation; and, it was agreed a- 
mongst them, to shew no resentment, 
nor to cast any reflections on her con- 
duct; as both would now be equally una- 
vailing, and prove, perhaps, prejudicial. 
to the intereſts of those whom they wished 
to serve.- -In conformity to this plan, 
Lady Thornby, on the return of the new- 
married pair, which was not 'till the third 
day after their marriage, received Lady 
Carteret with her accustomed good hu- 
mor, congratulated her on her new alli- 
ance, and made some polite expressions 
to Sir Philemon. --- On the succeeding 
morning, Mr. and Mrs. Westby paid a 
gratulatory visit; when, learning from 
Sir Philemon, that they had fixed on the. 
next day for their departure to Foun- 
tain-Abbey, whither Lady Thornby pro- 
mised to accompany them; Mrs. Westby. 
desired the company of her two young. 
friends, during the rest of her stay at 
Wey mouth, 
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Weymouth, and, permission to take them 
from thence to Plymouth. -- This was 
granted as a favor by Lady Carteret; but, 
by Lady Thornby, the invitation to her 
daughter was accepted with elegance. In 
consequence of this arrangement, Lady 
Jane and Catherine, when they had seen Sir 
Philemon and the two ladies set out on 
their journey, went directly. to Mr. West- 
by s apartments,. to take up a temporary 
residence, where, happy in their agree- 
able situation, we shall leave them for 
the present, not to pursue the steps of 
the travellers, but to look after the ami- 
able Henry, whose merits deserved a better. 


fate. 
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« 'Tis the first virtue, vices to abhor; 

« And the first wisdom to be fool no more. 

« But to the world no bug- bear is so great 

« As want of figure, and a small estate.“ hs 
Porzs STI. 


Ir was not more than ten or twelve 
days after Mr. R. Westby had joined his 
brother at Weymouth, before Henry Or- 


mond began to stand in need of a pecuniary 


supply. -He still dreaded applying to his 
mother, and, regretted the absence of his 
friend; though, in all probability, he would 
not have made application to him, had he 
been present. He, however, persuaded 
himself into a belief, that he would ra- 
ther have recourse to any bonest means, 
no matter how humiliating ; than undergo 
the pain of addressing his mother on the 
subject. This reluctance, naturally caused 
nim to defer doing it, 'till his necessities 

compelled 
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compelled him; when, with a trembling 
hand, he took up the pen, and addressed 
her in language the most affectionate and 
respectful. His letter reached her about 
a week before her marriage; it was not 
dee med of sufficient consequence to demand 
her attention, and no reply was sent. Henry 
was waiting with the greatest impatience 
to hear from her, when Mr. R. Westby's 
letter reached him, with the intelligence of 
her marriage. The shock was, at first, 
nearly insupportable, and his mind was 
thrown into such a state of agitation as 
he had never before experienced. When 
he retired to his bed, it was in vain that he 
invoked sleep to lull his cares; every fa- 
culty of his soul was ingrossed by the most 
painful ideas. It was not his own disap- 
pointed expectations that affected him, for 
he had long relinquished every hope of 
tortune from his mother. On this trying 
occasion, he forgot himself; he forgot his 
own immediate and pressing necessities, 
and remembered only his sisters. He knew: 
nothing of the character of the man to 
whom his mother had allied herself; but, 
from concurring circumstances, he could 
not avoid forming a despicable idea of * 
an 
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and very justly suppos ing fortune tohave been 
his principal attraction, made no doubt of his 
being greatly elevated by the sudden exalta- 
tion; and, in consequence, would meanly for- 
get the natural right of the late Mr. Or- 
mond's daughters; treat them with ill- man- 
ners, and perhaps insult them with re- 
proaches of their dependence upon his bounty. 
These thoughts were almost too much for the 
noble soul of Henry: yet, they dwelt con- 
tinually upon his mind, 'till his attention 
was awakened to another subject, which 
gave him additional disquiet. This was no 
other than the receipt of the following 
letter from Mr. R. Westby: 


% DAR Henry, 

“Such a marriage as Lady Carteret's, 
„is amongst the number of things gene- 
rally regarded only as a nine day's wonder / 
*in that small space of time, every cir- 
cumstance connected with it, has, doubt - 
less, been discussed by the whole circle 
of fashionable folks. As more than twice 
nine days have elapsed, it is not unreason- 
able to suppose the subject quite exhausted, 
and, long e'er this, laid aside for some- 

| thing 
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thing new: --- of course, | have nothing 
to say upon it now.” 

* Allow me, Ormond, to claim the pri- 
vilege of friendship, to ask you an im- 
portant question; and, I trust you will 
answer with that candor and sincerity 
« which so strongly marks your character 
** on every other occasion. Do you love 
Lady Jane Hermon? did a wish to be 
*«« indissolubly united to her ever arise in 
your breast? she often speaks of you, 
« and always with commendation. I have 
* frequently heard you speak of her, and 
that with a great degree of tenderness. 
Till lately, I never considered from 
* whence that tenderness might proceed, 
At present, I am» extremely desirous 
* to know. --- Have the goodness to reply to 
this by return of post, and you will 
*« oblige, 
| « Your warm friend, a 
„R. WesTpy.” 


When affliction has tinged the mind with 
melancholy, if a subject for conjecture arises, 
the idea is, in general, certain to fix upon 
that least pleasing to itself. It was just 
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so with Henry. After perusing the fore- 
ri. going, he walked with hasty steps up and 
down the room in a state of vexation; then, 


returning to his seat, perused it again; 
but, as it was impossible for him to know 
the cause of Mr. Westby's enquiries, $0 
it was impossible for him to put any other 
construetion upon it, than that referred to 
in the underwritten: 


in 
at 1 „Ves, my dear Sir, I do love Lady 
nd Jane Hermon; but, not in the way you 
ss. seem to suppose. The affection J feel 
om for her is exactly the same as that 
eq, I bear to my sisters; nor know I which 
dus is dearest to me. The wish of being 
to indissolubly united to her, never once 
„in entered my bead, consequently is not 
the desire of my heart, Permit me to 
say, your questions have alarmed me. 
*. Ease my disquiet by informing me speed- 
| * ily of your reason for making them. I can 
ith MW © form only one conjecture upon the subject, 
ses, “ and that; I hope, is erroneous. It is, 


pon Il © however, this; that your brother and your- 
just self, under the idea of promoting my 
0 interest, are planning that as a desirable 
connection for me. It would infinitely 

« distress 
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„ distress me to be under the necessity 
of wounding the delicacy of Lady Jane, 
yet, even while justice compels me to 
allow her all the charms and all the vir- 


tues of her sex, - you I must acknow- 


* ledge my happiness could not be promoted 
* by the alliance. If ever I do marry, I 
am confident I must feel an attachment 
of a very different nature to any I have 
* yet experienced, or remain a stranger 
to that felicity I flatter myself with a 
** hope of some time or other enjoying. 
J am well convinced Lady Jane's attach- 
ment to me is merely fraternal. She 


« would, I think, be much hurt at any other 


construction being put upon it; therefore, 
« if my conjecture is just, I conjure you 
to drop the thought, and let the matter 
os rest in eternal oblivion. 
« I am, Dear Sir, 
«« Your's sincerely, 
H. D. OrMoND.” 


This Letter Henry dispatched the same 
evening, and found himself much relieved 
by having thrown his thoughts on paper. 
--- Captain Northington had a few agreeable 
friends at the tea-table that 'afternoon. 

Henry 


ary 


47 
THE DISAPPOINTED HER. 
*. nn 
Henry joined them, and was cheerful till 
the hour of retirement. His spirits being 
exhilerated by company, and by the pleas- 
ing reflection of having acted with pro- 
priety, he laid down to rest with a mind 
perfectly composed and tranquil. But, short- 
lived was the tranquility he enjoyed; for, 
on awaking in the morning, he began to 
revolve over his own immediate concerns. 
His pecuniary distresses appeared in full 
view, and he was beginning to think him- 
self very aukwardly circumstanced. He 
could not support the pain he endured from 


these reflections, therefore, endeavored to 


throw them off. He arose and went down 
to breakfast; that over, he was preparing 
to go out, when he was informed his taylor 
begged the favor of speaking with him. 
Henry's heart sunk, and his countenance 
tell. --- He desired the servant to shew him 
up, and, after the usual ceremonies, the 
taylor, with many apologies, presented his 
bill, saying, the immediate discharge of 
it would particularly oblige him, as he 
had some heavy payments to make. It 
amounted to more than Henry had ex- 
pected. He apologized for not having it 
in his power to pay immediately, and the 

taylor 
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taylor took his leave in a very polite man- 
ner, but, on the same evening, sent him 
a Short note, briefly informing him, * that 
*« if it was not paid in the course of ten 
days from the date of that, he should take 
«« the proper steps to obtain his money, and 
* was: his most obedient humble servant.”” 
In a few hours after, the hair-dresser 


made his appearance: --- he wanted to make 


a payment, and would be infinitely obliged 
to him to settle with ham for the last quarter, 
which was a few days over-due. --- Unac- 
customed to debts on dunning, Henry suf- 
fered more from fear and shame, than can 
easily be imagined. All apprehensions of 
his mother's displeasure tell before it, and 
he wrote to her again, venturing, at the 
same time, tenderly to, remonstrate with. 
her on the subject of his distress, stated 
his situation exactly, and, unconscious of 
any extravagance, presented her with a list 
of his debts, which, including what he 
owed to Captain Northington for board 
and lodging, amounted in the whole to 
twenty-six pounds, seventeen shillings and 
fourpence.— Having had no information of 
her marriage from herself, he did not chuse 
to know it, therefor e, addressed his letter 

to 
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to Mrs. Ormond, at Fountain-Abbey, as 
she had, in her former letter, told him 
she intended visiting that place in the month 
of „and staying there a few Weeks. 
The return of the post 1 him the 
following reply; 


„Mr. Ono, 

« From your last letter to your mo- 
„ther, I conclude you are unacquainted 
with the alliance she has formed. I have, 
* therefore, to tell you, she is now Lady 
«« Carteret, and, of course, no longer at 
liberty to answer any pecuniary demands 
without my concurrence. That which 
you make, astonishes us both very much, 
and lays me under the necessity of telling 
you, that it is neither convenient nor a- 
« greeable to me to support such an ex- 
„ pence any longer. In this particular 
instance, I yield to my tenderness for 
Lady Carteret, whose maternal feelings 
„ might be too powertully affected, should 
her son be thrown into a situation which 
would reflect disgrace upon herself. At 
the same time, I am free to say, that, did 
consult only my own heart, you should 
take the consequence of your folly and ex- 

Vol. 2. D ce fravagancc. 


— — — + SR 


THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR. 

* D. 
* fravagance. Henceforth, you must not 
look to me to support you in it. I am not 
780 weak as to become the dupe of a wife, 


. * to supply the wants of those with whom 


J have no connection. I have now some 
reason to expect a family of my own, whose 
interests ought, and shall be my first ob- 
* ject. You must be sensible, Mr. Ormond, 
that your sisters are a very Þeavy mcum- 


* brance. The maintenance of four young 


ladies, in a stile of tolerable gentility, 
is not supported on a trifle, I say less 
upon this subject, because they have no 
* fortunes to support their own expences. 
«« I must, therefore, bear the weight upon 
* my shoulders 'till they marry, or, till 
vour practice enables you to take them 
*« to yourself. 
« Your education and studies have been 
* already attended with a great expence, 
„ and has considerably diminished Lady 
*« Carteret's fortune: so that I am really 
*« a Sufferer every way; and, the justice 
due to myself, compels me to tell you 
5 in plain terms, that, you must look for 
no more supplies from me. You are in 
*« a place where you will find no difficulty 
e in obtaining such employment in your 
„ professional 
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ec professional line, as may put it in your 
„power henceforth to support yourself. 
« The inclosed will set you clear from 
« debt for this time, and, I would advise 
„you as A friend, to take care how you 
© contract any fresh ones. 
„ 


6 PHILEMON CARTERET.” 


On the receipt of this, Henry was en- 


Traged to the greatest degree. He thought 


the injury sustained by himself and his 
sisters was sufficiently distressing: but, to 
be so grossly insulted, was beyond human 
patience to endure. In the paroxism of 
his rage, he began a reply, in which he 
returned the insult with interest. Before 
he concluded, however, his passion cooled; 
reason and reflection returned; and, aided 
by filial tenderness, taught him the danger 
of sending it. He apprehended that his 
mother would be made the victim of Sir 
Philemon's wrath; and he should for ever 
have cause to reproach himself, for bring- 
ing upon her domestic misery. --- He there- 
lore threw what he had written into the 
lire, and determined to treat the arrogant 
epistle with the contempt it deserved. 

D 2 Henry 
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Henry now examined the inclosure; it 
was a bank-note for thirty pounds. He 
was hurt at being obliged to make use 
of it, but he had no alternative that was 
not too shocking to his honest pride. He 
therefore, went out, changed it, and in- 
stantly discharged every debt he owed out 
of the house. This done, he settled with 
his friendly .landlord ; and, after a little 
deliberation, resolved to lay open his affairs, 
without the least reserve, and consult with 
him what course to take. ---'The Captain 
and Mrs. Northington listened to him with 


the most profound attention; while the va. 


rious changes of their countenances suffici 
ently proved the interest they took in his 
welfare: nor could the Captain forbear ver) 
severely condemning the conduct of the 


disposition of his fortune. Henry coul 
ill bear any reflections upon the memory 0 
his venerable and indulgent parent; yet, i 
his instance, it was impossible to say an 
thing in his defence.---He therefore hastene 
to turn the conversation, by producing thi 
letter from Sir Philemon, which he put int 
the Captain's hand. The latter having pre 
-pared his spectacles, began to read it aloud 

8 but 
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but had not proceeded far, before passion 
stopped his utterance, and Henry was torced 
to relieve him, by taking the painful task 


was upon himself. It is easy to conjecture the 
He comments and the opinions of liberal minds 
in · on hearing it. --- I shall therefore say nothing 
out upon the subject. 
with When Henry had done reading, he said, 
little addressing the Captain, | 1 
airs, „Now, my dear Sir, you are fully ac- 
with quainted with the nature of my affairs, 
"tain and must see the necessity of my settling 
wit myself immediately in a way to obtain 
> va © subsistence by industry. You know that 
ffici I have no friends, nor even acquaintance, 
1 hilt in this part of the world, except your 
veiß © family and Mr. Richard Westby, who is 
the at present at a great distance. Permit 
ust me, then, to request your friendly assist- 
couß © ance, to obtain me an employ, in ----- v4 
ry ( ** Ormond” ---interrupted Captain North- 
t, i © ington---** do not be rash in your re- 
yang © solves: wait the return of Mr. Westby 
tene before you determine any thing. Your 
g thn © accommodation in my house shall be 
t im; continued with the same respectful at- 


** tention as heretofore, If, afterwards, 
Jou cannot conveniently pay me for it, 
D 3 © here 
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* here take my hand,” --- he generously ad- 
ded---<* and with it the honor of a British 
soldier, that I will never ask you!” 
Henry was affected almost to tears. He 
expressed his full sense of the obligation 
in the strongest expressions of gratitude. 
But pardon me, my dear Sir, --- added 
he- if I frankly confess I inherit a spirit 
* too high, to suffer me to be happy, while 
„ receiving a favor of that nature where 
Jam sensible of having no claim. My 
** utmost ambition now, is to be situated 
as an assistant to a surgeon and apothe- 
*« cary of some eminence; where I may 
be allowed the liberty of pursuing my 
present course of improvement. Your 
assistance in this will considerably o- 
5 blige.” 
„Well, well,“ --- cried the Captain --- 


* since that is your determination, I'll see 


*« to-morrow what can be done in the bu— 
„ £incss. But allow me to remark; Or- 
mond, that you are a young. man, of course 
« very seli-willed.” 

There is one thing””---said Henry“ 1 
wish to be indulged in: - do not think 
me disengenuous, Captain, when I tell 

. 4 you, 
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" you, that it is my intention, at present, 
to drop my own sur name. The degrad- 


« ing situation to which I am destined, 


will, in my ideas, affix disgrace on the 
« memory of my father. I will, therefore, 
„ henceforth be known only by my two 
christian names, Henry Dawes.” 

That reservation is allowable,” ---re- 
turned the Captain and discovers a 
«« delicacy of mind I highly approve.” 

They now separated for the night; and, 


next forenoon Captain Northington went 


out, and Henry saw him no more "till the 
evening: when he asked, with a smile, if 
he had altered his views since the last 
night? Henry answered in the negative. 

« Well then,“ --- said he---* I went this 
day to an acquaintance of mine, a sur- 
geon and apothecary in Bond-street, with 
** an intention to mention you to him; but, 
he luckily prevented, by informing me 
gat my first entrance, that he was almost 
** hurried to death with business, having 
just lost his principal assistant. I then 
spoke of you, as one who would be quite 
*a right hand to him, if you could be pre- 
vailed upon to undertake the office, by 
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Way of filling up your time, 'till you had 
finished your studies. I took care, --- con- 
tinued he, --- to throw out a hint, that you 
had great expectations; and, being real- 
**ly a gentleman by birth and education, 
would not submit to be treated as an in- 
** ferior. In short, I said enough to make 
him very desirous of engaging you; with 
** a view to which, he requested me to dine 
*« with him to-morrow at five o'clock, and 
** endeavour to take you with me. Is it 
'* agreeable to you to go?” | 

Perfectly so, Sir” -- replied Henry 
and I thank you for the trouble you have 
taken.“ 

Its not worth mentioning” --- returned 
the Captain © I wish, my dear Sir, I could 
serve you more essentially. However, 
this may perhaps do for the present; but, 
] must observe to you, that Mr. Billings- 
worth is not a man I like by any means, 
* nor would I give a pinch of snuff for 
his professional knowledge. --- He is, not- 
vithstanding, in great practice; and full 
* of his own consequence on account of it. 
** .-- Your good-sense will assist you to bear 
with him, 'till something more advanta- 

** Feous 
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* geous turns up: and as you will find him 

«© quite a character, he may, possibly, afford 

you no small diversion.“ 

Suppose, my dear Northington' . 
his Lady - you were to entertain Mr. 
„ Ormond with his picture? you seem just 
now calculated to delineate him with ex- 
« actness.” 

Henry joined in the request, and Mr. 
Northington, with a smile, said, --- by way 
« of amusement you shall have him, mind, 
* manners, and person. He is a large, ill- 
% made, dark-looking man; short chin, 
* hook nose, high cheek bones, small dark 
«eyes, and large black eye-brows, which 
almost meet. This description, I think, 
includes all his personal beauties. And for 
his mind, that is not encumbered by a 
weight of knowledge or good-sense ; but, 
«cunning affords him a succedaneam for- 
„both, which answers full as well, if not 
better. It teaches him to wrap up in 
mystery the simplest things, when he 
does not happen to comprehend them 
„ sufficiently, to be able to give a clear ex- 
planation. To make gravity of aspect, 
** Shakes of his head, shrugs of his shoulders, 
*and an affected stammcring in his speech, 
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with a frequent use of technical terms, 
pass for the profoundest skill. As to 
his manners, I believe I had better let 
them alone, for I scarce know what to 
say of them, they are so variable; being 
always accommodated to the occasion, 
by which, I mean the sort of company 
he is amongst. --- With those he regards 
as superiors he is meanly obsequous: pays 
the most flattering attention to the vilest, 
nonsense; gives assent to the greatest 
absurdities; and his laugh is always ready 
ſor the dullest jest? When at home, 
with only his own family, or those whom 
he looks upon as his equals, or inferiors, 

he amply repays himself for the servility 
he practices in other company, by exact- 
ing, at least, an equal degree of it from 
{hem.--- His own self-consequence 1n- 
grosses his every idea, and his conver- 
sation rarely turns on any other subjects, 
than such as are calculated to display it.--- 
He himself must be chief speaker, his own 
affairs the constant topic; and, he expects. 
from his auditors, not only a silent at- 
A tention, but a marked approbation. He 
** piques himself on a character for huma- 
*f nity, benevolence, and generosity, in pub- 
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« lic ; while, in private, he practices every 
« meanness. He entertains his guests with 
c unnecessary splendor and profusion, for 
«© which, the inhabitants of his kitehen 
smart severely. 

« His is in my opinion a miserable 
system of economy, but he thereby gra- 
„e tifies his pride without injuring his for- 
tune. When he entertains company, 
every dish that goes from table with a 
«+ fork stuck in its contents, is to be set 
by untouched. In consequence of this 
arrangement, the fragments of a feast 
* will sometimes decorate the parlor table 
for many days after,---In the mean time 
the inferior domesties live miserably. 

„ This system of management, how- 
ever fashionable,“ --- added he- © is not 
** adapted to my taste, nor would J ever 
follow it.” 

No! nor to mine, neither ;**---cried 
Henry ---< therefore, when I keep servants, 
Captain Northington, I'll follow your mode, 
not His. I shall wish to make them happy, 
because it would detach from my own 
* comiort to see them not so. For this rea- 
son, my appearance shall be suitable to 
my circumstances. Wen ! entertain my 


D 6 * friends, 


| 60 | 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR, 


| A Ders.. 
friends, it shall be with hospitality, not 
** splendor, that my dependants may be no 
** sufferers, nor myself injured.” 

* You are quite right, Mr. Ormond” --- 
said Mrs, Northington, --- and I hope 
* you'll always retain these sentiments, 
and pursue that conduct. A contrary one 
is, I think, very criminal, though there 
are many who reconcile it to their own 
minds with great ease; but, it is, I be- 
** lieve, because they never take the trouble 
to think about it, or, ideally put themselves 
for. a short time, in the place of one of 
e those poor domestics, whom, the wisdom 
** of. providence hath seen fit to throw into 
their power. ---I am sure“ --- added she--- 
that is the case with Mrs. Billings- 
worth, whose delight it is to appear, with 
her daughter, a person of importance at 
* every public sher.“ 

Henry went the next day with Captain 
Northington to Mr. Billingsworth, by whom 
he was treated with an over-strained polite- 
ness, an agreement was soon made between 


them, and, at his particular request, Henry 


promised to engage in his employ the day 
after. Being now relieved from a weight ol 
care, that had hung heavy upon his mind, 

he 
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he passed a tranquil night; and, in addition 
to his satisfaction, the next day's post 
brought him the following letter, from his 
excellent friend, Mr. R. Westby : --- 


« Lay aside, Ormond, every uneasy ap- 
„ prehension,--- No proposal of the kind your 
« jdeas have suggested, was ever thought of. 
My brother thinks your own abilities suf- 
« ficient to carry you over the high road to 
fortune, so is in no concern about you. 
And, rest assured, my bead and my Heart 
too are taken up with something else. 
** You may, therefore, depend upon being 
* leſt at liberty to cater for yourself.--- Your 
„ mistake has, however, diverted me much, 
and I am not sorry you made it; since it 
* has extorted a reply, which has entirely 
« dispelled some uneasy sensations that pos- 
** ses8ed my breast.--- Since I became in- 
* timately acquainted with Lady Jane Her- 
mon, I have never ceased wishing to make 
her mine: but, putting some circum- 
** stances together, I began to fear. an. at- 
* tachment between you and her: therefore 
** took a resolution to question you upon it, 
intending, if it proved so, to confine my 
secret within the narrow limits of my own 


„ bosom 
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* bosom, and withdraw from her society to 
recover my peace. ---] shall now take an 
opportunity to plead my cause; and, not- 
„ withstanding I am near twenty years older 
than herself, am not without hopes of 
success. 

After the above intelligence, you will 
** not expect to see me very soon in London; 
but, if you stand in need of my services, 
in any way whatever, make no ceremony 
of commanding them.--- Remember it is 
with simcerity J subscribe myself your 
friend.“ 

%R. WESTBV.“ 

« P. S. We set out for Plymouth to- 

* morrow. 


Aſter a polite adieu to his friends, Captain 
Northington and his Lady, Henry went to 
Bond-street, to fulfil his engagement with 
Mr. Billingsworth. --- Stop here, my gentle 
reader, and reflect a little on the viciss1- 
tudes of human life. Let the reflection teach 
you humility: for, however exalted you may 
be in rank or fortune, you are not out of the 
reach of an Almighty Hand ; the power of 
which has been proved by some late extra- 
ordinary events.---We have beheld a power- 

ful 
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ful monarchy totally destroyed; its great 
sovereign dragged to the scatlold; most of 
his royal connections sharing the same fate. 
His son languishing to death in close con- 
finement, and his only remaining issue, 
alter undergoing innumerable barbarities, 
compelled to seek an asylum on a foreign 
shore. -- What heart so hard, as not to drop 
a tear of pity and commiseration on the re- 
trospect! But, to return to our hero, late 
the acknowledged heir to four thousand a 
year. Behold him now reduced to the servile 
Station of a journeyman apothecary, with a 
Salary of twenty pounds per annum: for, tho 
dignified with the appellation. of surgeon's 
assistant, yet he practised no part of sur- 
gery, but that of spreading plaisters; which, 
together with preparing medicines,” em- 
ployed most of his time, --- In this situation. 
he was not altogether unhappy.--- His mind 
rose superior to his circumstances, and he 
moralized on the vanity of human great- 
ness, till he became satisfied with his lot, 
nor felt the wound given to his pride. --- 
The return of Mr. Richard Westby, was an 
event which Henry much wished ; but, un- 
willing to invade his felicity, he forbore 
writing to inform him of the W 
lis 
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his affairs, till he had been a month with 
Mr. Billingsworth, when he received by the 
penny post a packet from Captain North- 
ington, inclosing a letter from Mr. Richard 
Westby. Henry wrote an immediate re- 
ply, informed him of the change in his situ- 
ation, and accounted for it, by transmitting 
to him the letter he had received from Sir 
Philemon Carteret. 

While Henry is pursuing this disagree- 
able business, we will turn our attention to- 
wards the family at Plymouth. 

Mr. and Mrs. Westby saw with pleasure 
their brother's tender attachment to Lady 
Jane Hermon, but were utterly at a loss to 
account. for his silence upon that subject, 
both to her Ladyship and them. --- Desirous 
of bringing him to be more explicit, Mr. 
Westby, one evening, in the absence of the 
young ladies, led to it, by saying to his 
brother, 

© Richard; I have often wondered that 
*««-you, with a mind formed by nature for the 
calm tranquil pleasures of domestic life, 
should prefer living single. I am amazed 
you can be so fond of the dull, joyless, sel- 
ish state of an old bachelor!“ | 

« Youare quite mistaken, indeed, George.“ 
--- returned 
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returned he;---< I am not at all fond of 
« jt;---I dislike it as much as you can do.” 
„Then why” ---resumed Mr. Westby --- 
have you continued in it so long? --- Surely 
there must ------ — 62 hos 
Come, come, say no more“ - inter- 
rupted Richard, laughing” ---I see how it is; 
„you and Mrs. Westby are desirous of 
„knowing the inmost recesses of my heart, 
and I am ready to gratify your curiosity 
by a little history of myself, which is 
quite new to you.” | 
Once, George continued he- “when 
] was a mere boy, I fancied myself over 
* head and ears in love. I pursued the 
object with avidity, met the most flatter- 
ing encouragement, and thought myself 
in the flowery path that leads to happiness. 
We were upon an equality. I was then a 
merchant's clerk, with a very small sa- 
* lary; she a millener's 'prentice, with no 
* Salary at all. No obstacle appeared in 
*the way of our union, except want of 
money, or a rational prospect of means 
% Support. a family, --- This little ob- 
stacle, youth kindly helped us to over- 
* look. -The courtship was carried on a 
ew months, in which time, my fair one 
** encreased 
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te increased, not only in stature, but in vis. 
*« dom.--- A country haberdasher offered to 
« her: le said snip, she, without ceremony, 
c answered 5$1ap ; and thus was I jilted when 
least expected it. --- My surprize and 
© disappointment was beyond what I can ex- 
press. At length, reflection convinced 
„me she tad done me a favor; and, after 
some time, I ceased to regret her loss. 
Let you will suppose it no easy matter to 
transfer that affection I had so unwor- 
e thily bestowed, to another object. This 
has been the reason I have lived single till 
* now, being decidedly against marrying, 
without first feeling that tender attach- 
ment, necessary to produce mutual hap- 
** piness, And beginning to imagine I was 
* now past the time of lite to experience it, 
** Expected to go down to my grave in 
*celibacy : to which solitary state I have 
taken so much pains to become recon- 
** cled, that I had more than half persuaded 
„ myself it was the happiest. --- But ah! 
brother“ --- continued he---< the fates are 


against me. --- 'The mind of man is never 


satisfied; it is always secking for some— 
thing beyond what it posscsses. --- My heart 
has a ainstraved; and, as there is no hope 

that 
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that the wanderer will return, I sigh to be 
* enlisted in the matrimonyal corps.“ 

«Iam glad to hear it !--- cried Mr. West- | 
„by But brother, are you really se- 
*« rious 2” 

Never more so in my life.“ returned 
he-“ But, you will laugh at me, when I 
tell you, Lady Jane Hermon is the only 
woman in the world who has the power to 
make me happy, and, the nne, in 
* Our years“ 

Did laughter always indicate a pleasing 
satisfaction of mind, and nothing else, — 
interrupted Mrs. Westby ** then, my dear 
sir, would your brother and J indulge in it 
ec freely: but, as it is sometimes expressive 
«of ridicule, and we can observe nothing 
* ridiculous in ot, your conduct, or the ami- 
80 „able object of your attachment, we have, of 

course, no propensity that way. We have 
7 * seen your tendre for her ladyship, and 
think her calculated to make you happy, 

* and to do honor to your choice.---As to the 
9 © Cifference 1 in your ages, the advantage lays 

on the proper side. I you will permit me 
to state that account fairly, I think I shall 
prove, beyond contradiction, that the ba: 
* lance is much less than you imagine. 

Thus 
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Thus, then I state it: --- Mr. R. Westby, 
% debtor to years, forty-four; creditor, by 
that sound hedfth which flows from regu- 
arity, temperance, cheerful disposition, 
* and placidity of temper, ten years--- ba- 
** lance, thirty-four. --- Lady Jane Hermon, 
«« debtor to years, twenty-five; creditor, by 
*« matured understanding, discretion, and 
goodness, thirty-years. Thus, according 
e to my calculation, which every impartial 
person must allow to be a just one, her 

* ladyship is only four years your junior,” 
An excellent statement, indeed, Kate, 
---cried Mr. Westby --- you have really 

proved it beyond contradiction.” | 

The brothers then shook hands with each 
other, and retired for the night to their re- 
spective apartments. On the following 
morning, Henry's letter to Mr. R. Westby, 
was brought in with the breakfast things. He 
opened it eagerly, and perused that, and the 
inclosed, in silence: while the various chan- 
ges in his countenance, spoke more forcibly 
to the hearts of those present, than words 
could have done. Catherine waited impa- 
tiently for a sight of them. As soon as he 
had over-ran them, she held out her hand, 
and he put them into it, --- As she read, her 
tears 
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tears flowed in silent anguish. It was not 
so with Lady Jane, who, at the same time 
looked overit.---Her color game and went, al- 
ternately, till at length, when she had got 
almost through Sir Philemon's curious epis- 
tle, she exclaimed, in a rage, 

«« Titled scoundrel !! thus to insult those 
** whom his injustice has ruined!“---Then 
tak ing the hand of Catherine, and pressing it 
to her bosom, while the sympathizing drop 
trickled down her lovely cheek; she added, 
---** Oh! Catherine! my beloved, my chosen 
«« friend! let me beseech you to become the 
„wife of my brother as soon as he returns. 
'*« Your Frederick will protect you from eve- 
*ry base insulter. Your meek, gentle 
spirit, can never support the miseries you 
„will experience, if you again become an 
* inhabitant of Ormond Lodge.“ 

That she shall never be, Lady Jane“ 


cried Mr. Westby -“ while Sir Philemon 


Carteret continues his usurpation there. 
„Nor shall her sisters remain there if 
treated with impropriety.“ 

* Ah! my sweet Margaretta, Harriet, and 
Eliza!“ cried Lady Jane what must 
ye all suffer ?” --- She then rose from 
her scat, and, with trembling pace, walked 

towards 


$8 
7 
t 

| 

' 
[| 
| 


© 
THE on HEIR, 
.. 466 
towards the window, where, wholly over- 
come by the powerful emotions of her own 
feeling mind, she, in a few minutes 
fainted away. --- Catherine was the first who 
perceived it. Her exclamation effectually 


rouzed Mr. R. Westby, who was sitting in 


deep meditation. Hestarted directly, and ran 
to her Ladyship: completely frightened, he 
disregarded every thing and every body but 
her; she was all the world to him, and her 
immediate recovery, of course, his principal 
object. On application of the usual restora- 
tives, she revived, and, in a little time was 
capable of apologizing for the trouble she had 
caused. 

« You gave me the heaviest share, my 
dear lady,” ---said Mr. R. Westby “ for 
« you fixed the weight upon my Heart instead 
of my hands.” 

Mrs. Westby gave him an expressive look, 
which he perfectly comprehended; and, when 
Lady Jane = entirely recovered, she con- 
trived to draw Catherine out of the room. 
Mr. Westby followed soon after, and the 
lovers were left to a fete @ tete conversation, 
in the course of which they came to a clear 
understanding, and her Ladyship referred 
him to her mother. 


As 
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As he had little reason to doubt Lady 
Thornby's concurrence with his wishes, his 
spirits were elated with the prospect of hap- 
piness he had in view. It did not, however, 
lessen his concern for Henry Ormond, or 
his contempt for Sir Philemon Carteret. --- 
He wrote directly a very friendly letter to- 
the former, inclosing a draft upon his 
banker for fifty -pounds. --- The beginning 
Wo! the next week, he went over to Lady 

Thornby's, who received him in the most 
friendly manner, and acknowledged, in the 
strongest terms, her approbation of the al- 
lance. --- The conversation between them 
oon turned upon the Ormond family, when 
[er Ladyship spoke with tender affection of 
Ul the younger branches of it. 

The three sweet girls at the Lodge“ 
added she --“ are now my only inducement 
to continue the acquaintance. --- My dis- 
like to Sir Philemon is strongly rooted. 
Ilis temper and disposition disgusted me 
so much, when at Fountain-Abbey, that 
since our return, which was three weeks 
ago, I have been there only once. I have 

heard, however, that in hat short space, he 
has caused a change of servants through- 
out the house, except Old John, who de- 


ce termines 
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© termines to bear any thing, rather than 
leave his young ladies. --- Poor fellow! he 
has often a wet eye, when comparing his 
present master with his former. --- You, 
Mr. Westby, will undoubtedly wish to see 
the family; therefore, if agreeable to you, 
* to-morrow we will go thither.” 

Mr. Westby assented, and the next fore- 
noon they drove to Ormond Lodge, and were 
conducted into the breakfast-parlor, where 
they found Margaretta amusing herself with 
her pencil, and Harriet reading to her Mo- 
lieres Malade Imaginaire. Lady Thornby 
introduced Mr. R. Westby to them, and 
they received him as a well-known friend. . 
He was much struck with their beauty and 


a 
elegance, but a short conversation displayed 1 
charms far superior, and he was too happy a, 
in their company, to be at all solicitous 


for the presence of Sir Philemon and Lady 
Carteret, who were then walking in the bo 
grounds, 
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Trust not a man, we are by nature false, 
% Dissembling, subtle, cruel, and inconstant.”” 
| OTWAYs 


Tur servants not thinking it ne- 
cessary to inform Eliza Ormond of the 
arrival of visitors, she was in her mo— 
ther's dressing- room, when Sir Philemon 
and Lady Carteret entered it, to adjust 
their dress, previous to their appearance. 
--- The Baronet, after accurately survey- 
ing himself in a mirror, was satisfied with 
every thing but his yellow slippers, the 
color of which was totally effaced by mud; 
he, therefore, threw them off his feet, with 
an air of arrogance, and said, 

Here, Eliza, carry these down stairs, 
* and bring me up a clean pair directly.” 
Vol, 2, Excuse 
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* Excuse me, Sir” --- said She, --- 1 
« really must beg leave to decline ex- 
« ecuting your command.“ 

« Eliza!” -- -cried Lady Carteret, stam- 
ping her foot --- why do not you do as 
«© you are ordered?“ 

*« Because, madam, ” - she replied ---I 
« think the office too degrading for a daugh- 
ce ter of the late Mr. Ormond. --- He never 
« employed any of us in such errands.” 

© Lady Carteret''---exclaimed Sir Phile- 
mon, inflamed with rage -“ is this to be 
« borne? --- by heavens ! I will not submit 
«© to such insolence ! so saying, he 
walked up to the sweet girl, and unexpect- 
edly hit her two such heavy strokes on the 
back of her neck, as almost knocked her off 
her seat.---She immediately left the room, 
and ran down stairs to her sisters, where 
she was agreeably surprized, though for a 
moment rather disconcerted, at finding La- 
dy Thornby and a stranger with them : but, 
recovering herself quickly, she paid her 
respects with that graceful ease and ele- 
gance, which very few at her years are 
capable of. When she had taken her seat, 
Margaretta said to her, 

4 Eliza, 
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* Eliza, my love, what has disconcert- 
« ed you ?” 

Indeed, Margaretta, --- she replied, 
her color still heightening -“ I have ay 
« grossly affronted!“ 

« Aﬀronted?)''--- cried her sister © by 


[ « hom? -The offence must indeed have 
- « been a gross one, or it would not, havœwer- 
r „% millioned your countenance so highly.“ 


Sir Philemon,“ --- said Eliza- “ but 

- WM AI'll tell you the whole affair.” 
e She then related the matter as before sta- 
it W ted. Fire now darted from the eyes of 
ne her sisters, and both at once exclaimed, 
t- „What! had the unmanly wretch the 
he „ brutallity to strike you?? 
off He did, indeed!“ replied Eliza, ener- 
m, getically —while the passion of Mr. R. 
Westby almost boiled over, and stron 
emotions were visible in Lady Thornby. 
At length, - Can 1 said the former - 
*« bear to hear of such treatment to the 
offspring of my deceased friend and be- 
* nefactor, and not stand forth an awentler 
« of their wrongs ?“ 

„My good Sir,“ - said Magee 
suffer me to tell you, I must inis upon 
liza, “ your avoiding all interference in this 


E 2 « matter, 
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© matter. ---I trust you are no duellist ; 


«© yet, your expressions have communica- 
*« ted some degree of terror to my mind, 
„Remember, there is One, who says, 
& --- Vengeance is mine, and I will repay ; --- 
let these words calm your passion. Upon 
«© this occasion, - continued $she---< I 
© SH uld rejoice to have two such respect- 
«« able witnesses of my conduct as Lady 
«© Thornby and you. Since Sir Philemon's 
residence here, we have met with many 
e disagreeables from him, though none, 
that, in my opinion, would so fully jus- 
e tity my resentment as the present; which 
do not intend to pass by with impunity; 
e because I wish to convince him he has 
* something to fear, ---I will not, how- 
ever, enter upon the subject in your 
« presence, without first obtaining a pro- 
mise from you and Lady Thornby, not 
*«« to interpose in any way Whatever,” 
- Margaretta had, with some difficulty, 
extorted the promise she sought, when the 
parlor door opened, and Sir Philemon and 
Lady Carteret entered. They both wel, 
comed Mr. R. Westby to Or mond Lodge, 
with all the polite sincerity of modern 
friendship. Then addressing Lady a 
y 


THE * | 
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by, expressed their concern at her being 
ſo great a stranger. -T hese ceremonies 
over, and a short silence affording a-pro- 
per opportunity, ers rs with a dig- 
nified air, said, 

« Sir Philemon, history Should have 
«© taught you, that an usurper may. some- 
times reign unmolested, while he rules 
« with mildness ;--- but the moment he 
begins to exercise his power in acts of 
e tyranny and brutal violence, the meek- 
est subject will take up arms against 
« him, and he instantly stands exposed to 
„ danger and disgrace. In this predica- 
* ment have you placed yourself, Sir, and 
your first act of tyranny has been ex- 
*« ercised on this dear child, the most un- 
offending and the most defenceless, 

« Hey day !”---interrupted Sir Philemon 
-- © what's all this ?---I really cannot com- 
«« prehend such rant : --- but I suppose you 
* are entertaining the company by an at- 
** tempt to play the part of a tragedy. 
* queen.” 

« You are mistaken, Sir Philemon” --- 
returned she, gathering additional firm- 
ness from the air of insolence assumed by 
him“ the worthy friends now present, 

E 3 * have 
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« have too much good sense and tender 
«« feeling, to be capable of deriving enter- 
« fainment from the exhibit of such a 
scene as this before them: and I am 
© sorry, Sir, that your unmanly conduct 
© obliges me to expose you to the scorn 
of such respectable persons.“ 

„ Enough ! enough, girl !''---cried he 
--- © Jet's have no more of it, I desire. — 
f children will be impertinent, they 
*© must be corrected, you know.” 

And the man- - resumed she Who 
5e has the effrontery to add insult to injus- 
66 tee merits the severest chastisement: 

* ---nor shall you, Sir Philemon, again 
+ tar either my t sisters or Myon: 'N with 
« jmpunity.?” 

„What! do you dare to menace me, 
«« Miss?“ --- said Sir Philemon, trem- 
bling with rage--- © remember you are in 
* my power, and I would advise you to 
take care not to provoke me too far.“ 

fear you not, Sir””---replied she, 
with a noble disdain: --- © be assured mine 
« are not empty threats. The oppressed 
* daughters of the late much-loved and 
* lamented Henry Ormond, have some 
© powerful friends, whose rank, conse- 

*© quence, 
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«« quence, and bravery, are more than suf: 
«« ficient to humble the mean pride of a 
« dastard to the dust.“ 
« How does this newborn Spirit of 
*«« your's astonisch me, Margaretta!“ -- 
cried Lady Carteret ---** you was-always, 
till now, so meek in your disposition, 
that JI could not have believed it possible 
« for you to behave this manner!“ 
« Tis the first time in my life, Ma- 
e dam*'---she returned--- that I have 
had occasion to exert a spirit, and this 
ce is one that justifies the exertion. My 
© behaviour to Sir Philemon hitherto, sut- 
« ficiently evinces, that I can patiently 
ce Sustain injuries, but I inherit a mind 
c which scorns to bow to insult.“ 
„Well, Lady Carteret” --- rejoined Sir 
Philemon, gaining fresh courage from her 
interpostion --- I expect you will put an, 
immediate stop to these clamors. Such 
*« behaviour is insupportable ; therefore, 
« if I am troubled with any more of it, I 
shall oblige the disturbers of my peace 
*« to seek some other asylum.” 
lf you mean my sisters and me, Sir” 
---retorted Margaretta, with quickness--- 
E 4 4 
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« I hesitate not to tell you, you dare not 
«« do it; it is fear only has prevented 
your doing it before, and the same fear 
*© wil still prevail. 1 

c Insolent girl!“ --- cried he- know 
* not what you mean by fear! -— but I sup- 
te pose you are menacing me with the re- 
ve &entment of the boy, your brother, whose 
© extrava-— 
-» *© Insolent man!“ interrupted she 
© know, henceforth, that the boy, my bro- 
ther, is superior to all your insinua- 
©« tions: --- but, I referred not to him. --- 
The injured daughters of the late Henry 
«© Ormond, are allowed to claim the friend- 
ship and protection of the excellent Sir 
James Askew.”--- Lady Carteret looked 
quite confounded at hearing her. daughter 
mention him, while Margaretta proceeded : 

He has visited me, Sir; given me 
« y04r Character, and a claim upon him as 
« my defender from insult.” 

«« D---n Sir James Askew --- cried Sir 
Philemon, with increased rage -- I care 
for neither hm nor you. ---I will not be 
treated in this manner, in my own house: 
« by one, too, who has no right in it what- 
*,. © SVET 
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ever; but is dependent upon my bounty 
© for the food she eats, and the raiment 
she wears!“ 

« Sir Philemon” ---resumed she, with 
coolness -. ö you may as well spare your 
« rage ;---I am not in the least affected 
«© by blustering; though I know it for the 
«« ensign of cowardice. The utmost you 
* can say, Will never bring me to ac- 
knowledge an obligation to you, as I 
look upon my natural right in this house, 
«and to all J enjoy in it, to be infinitely 
superior to your meanly-acquired one.“ 

He had opened his mouth to reply, when 
his servant entered to inform him, that a 
person wished to speak with him. An 
additional paleness now covered his: face, 
while he angrily said, as he walked across 
the room, 

thought you had my orders, Sir, to 
deny me to every one: you well knew 
«c] was engaged! 

* I did deny you, Sir“ answered the 
fellow, in a low voice; * but the person 
% walked strait into the next parlor, heard 
your voice, and-insisted upon sceing you 
there, or coming in here to you.“ 

Lead the way — -cricd Sir Philemon, 

1.6 haughtily, 
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haughtily, and walked out, muttering, as 
he passed the door; r * the d---l is in all 
„ my affairs to-day.” 

Silence now prevailed amongst these he 
left; and, as the rooms were separated 
only by a thin sliding partition, they could 
distinctly hear all that passed, and were 
convinced, by the first salutation, that the 
person waiting for Sir Philemon, was of 
the feminine gender. 

So, Sir” ---said $he---<* you have, at 
last, thought proper to become visible! 
Tou see I am not so easily repulsed 
as you imagined, though your fellow, by 
** your orders, no doubt, in consequence 
% of my last letter, had the insolence to 
«« deny you.” 

Hush! hush ! Peggy” ---said Sir Phi- 
lemon, in a low voice and soothing accent 
--- for heaven's sake speak lower, or 
Lady Carteret will overhear you.” 

«I care not”---returned she -- who 
* overhears me; ---you have brought this 
visit upon yourself, and are welcome 
to all its consequences. ---I came, tho- 
roughly determined to be attended to, 
as you did not think proper to pay at- 
*« tention to either of my letters.“ 


Be 
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«« Be pacified, Peggy, pray“ --- resumed 
he, in a very low key --- consider, my 
«« dear girl, what mischief you may do 
«:me.": 

«« Sir Philemon'”'---said she, in a deter- 
mined accent-— “ your soft speeches will 
„now avail nothing --- your ingratitude, 
« jl|-temper, and brutal treatment, have 
*« forfeited the place you once held in my 
„ alfections; and, I am no longer to be 
% cajoled by. soothing and flattery.: it 
is, therefore, needless to use any, jus- 
« tice is my demand, and justice I wilt 
«« have. 

„What the d---l does the woman want?“ 
- cried he, impatiently, yet with a voice 
still suppressed by dread and apprehen- 
sion. 

«« I want”---replied she to be in- 
*«« $tantly relieved from - pecuniary dis- 
„ tress !--- Three children and a-pregnant 
© woman, require more substantial food 
than air, --- Y our stoicism, I know, would 
** be unaffected at the idea of your own off- 
spring perishing for want; but, I, as the 
** mother, cannot be so; I therefore tell 
you plainly, I expect a full performance 

; 7 6 Of 
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of the promise you made to me at Wey- 
mouth.“ 

Lady Carteret having heard all this, 
now turned very pale. She was, in truth, 
near fainting, but had just strength to ex- 
claim, in a Whisper, 

« Heavens !---a mistress and three chil-- 
* dren !---Oh! I am ruined.” 

Lady Thornby now felt compassion take 
possession of her breast. She rose ad- 
vanced to her, and tenderly taking her 
hand, said, 


« My Lady, you are not well; — you 
„have heard too much; --- do retire wa 


me, and recover yourself.“ 


She assented, iv silence, and the young 
ladies followed. - -- Mr. Westby being now. 


left alone, heard the rest of the conversa- 


tion between Sir Philemon and his female 


visitant unsuspected.- The former hear- 


ing the ladies go out, and the door shut 


after them, immediately threw off the re- 


straint, under which he had held his voice, 


and exclaimed, 


« By Jupiter! the coast is clear, and 
** now, Madam Peg, I care not what you 


say, for I am proof against scolding. --- 
«250 
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„I've had the d--I to do in that way 
« already this morniug, with one of -“ 

That's nothing to me” -- interrupted 
she = talk to the point. --- You know my 
% quarter's pay has been due more than a 
„month.“ 

Here, here, take these ten guineas“ --= 
cried the unfeeling, sordid monster 
„make them last as long as you can, 
„and when they are gone, let me know, 
and I'll send you more: ---only don * 
come here plaguing me. 

And have you” --- returned she 80 
e mean an opinion of my understanding, 
* as to suppose, that, after coming thus 
* far, I would go away satisfied with such 
a trifle ?- - no, no, I am not the easy, 
„ pliant fool I was: --- your promise, made 
«at Weymouth, sball be fulfilled.” 

What promise do you mean?“ --- ask- 
ed he, impatiently ** for I have made you 
so many, that lam really at a loss to know. 
„which you refer to- he! he! he!” 

Are you ?”---resumed she, sarcasti- 
cally --- © why then I'll explain. --- You 
promised, if I would throw no bar in the 
way of your marriage; you would se- 

cure 
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cure to me, for life, one ers guineas 
a quarter, for the maintenance of myself 
80 88. your children. --- I have kept the con- 
ditions, and expect the recompence.” 
[ „Then vain are your expectations 
1 « Peg!!”--- said he, exultingly ; --- © you 
must, indeed, be a fool, to suppose I 
| ever intended a performance of such a 
| «« ridiculous promise!“ 
i „And are you really” -- said she, in— 
| dignantly---©* 8uch a monster of ' ingrati- 
| *« tude, as to refuse it, notwithstanding all 
b! ] have done for you?“ 
0 „ Nonsense! nonsense !”'--- cried he- 
{Ml „that's all over long ago: $0 long, that 
** I have almost forgol what you have done 
« for me.“ 
f « Then” ---resumed en I'll revive MF * 
„ e it in your memory, by a short retrospec iW * 
iſ «« tive view of facts, connected with our in- 
iN *«« tercourse, --- Did you not, after pretend» W * 
id ing to pay honorable addresses to me for 
the space of eight months, take a mean 
* advantage to despoil me of the brightest 
gem that adorns our sex?“ 
That“ interrupted he- was a pro- 
A. per Punishment for your vanity, in ima- 
„ gining 
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e gining a baronet would descend to form 
* an alliance with a little city e pins; 
daughter.“ 

«« You had no objection, however, Sir“ 
said she - to the pastry-cook's wealth: 
** which, after his death, my weak credulity 
suffered you to get possession of, and you 
lavished it upon your own pleasures.“ 

Not all, neither, Peg” ---rejoined he--- 
for you shared it as long as it lasted.“ 

Nes“ - retorted she - J had the shel- 
* ter of two rooms, in an obscure dismal 
hole, with just a sufficient quantity of food 
to keep me alive, for the purpose of pro- 
longing my misery. But I have not done 
yet“ continued she“ I suppose you 
have forgot too, that, when, by the death 
of my uncle, in Rutlandshire, I came into 

possession of an estate of one hundred per 
annum, Which his kind care settled, by 

* entailing it on my posterity, after my de- 
*cease; but in failure of issue on my. side, 
to descend to the eldest son of my aunt, 
* his sister. ---You was then distressed for 

cash, and consulted counsel, whether I 
could sell that estate, when finding I could 
not, you prevailed upon me to mortgage 
my life interest in it, and the money went 
47 to 
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eto pay your debts of e — After this“ 
proceeded she--- ** you well know you must 
have gone to prison for debt, had you not 
been rescued by a legacy of fifteen hun- 
*©dred pounds, left to me by a relation : --- 
«© this served the double purpose of stopping 
te the mouths of the most clamorous of your 
* creditors, and keeping you upon your legs, 
till this tortunate marriage took place. 
*© Yet, you can now refuse me, whom you 


have thus basely stripped of every thing, 


that proper support for myself and chil- 
*« dren, which justice gives me a right to 
demand.“ 

Upon honor, Peg” - said the wretch, 
Jjeeringly --- your's is a pathetic story, and 
might, perhaps, answer the end you wish, 
if told to some of those folks who have 
more money than wisdom, but it is thrown 
* away upon me. Tho'I allow it to be true 
enough; yet, I have nothing to answer 
** for in the matter. You should blame 
your own folly, for not taking better care 
of your money when you had it. You 
can now only console yourself with this 
reflection, that, such vicissitudes are com- 

mon in life; and, where they happen, the 


mind must bend to the circumstances. 
6c «« However, 


89 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR. 
* (COP eee tee 

„However, girl, I'll not abandon you en- 
„ tirely; I shall visit you sometimes, and 
take care not to let you want : --- but you 
must curtail your expences within narrow 
* bounds, because I have so many hangers- 
* on now, that I shall not have much to 
*« spare.” 

«You are determined, then“ -- said she 
---** not to adhere to that promise, so re- 
A peatedly and so solemnly given to me at 
„% Weymouth ?“ 

Hositively determined ! - replied he; — 
*1t is quite ridiculous to talk, or even think 


“ f ite 
h, ls it?“ - resumed she know then, 
na W* to thy confusion, thou infernal villain, 


sh, that I can, and if you oblige me, I will 
de“ compel you to it. Remember the bond 
you signed the day after your marriage, 
in the presence of four of your friends, 
„two of whom witnessed it, and which, by 
your order, was drawn for the first 
quarter's payment, to commence from a 
UW date six weeks prior to your marriage, 
this That bond is still in my possession. 

om i © Ha! ha! ha! poor Peg! - cried, he, 
"th a laugh of exultation did you ima- 
— 'gine | was not up to that ?--- Yes, yes, I 
was 
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** to pay your debts of honor, --- After this“ 
proceeded she--- you well know you must 
*« have gone to prison for debt, had you not 
« been rescued by a legacy of fifteen _ 
*©dred pounds, left to me by a relation: 
this served the double purpose of eroppin N 
* the mouths of the most clamorous of your 
*© creditors, and keeping you upon your legs, 
till this tortunate marriage took place, --- 
*© Yet, you can now refuse me, whom you 
«have thus basely stripped of every thing, 
„ that proper support for myself and chil- 
„ dren, which justice gives me a right to 
% demand.“ 

Upon honor, Peg” ---said the wretch, 
jeeringly --- © your's is a pathetic story, and 
might, perhaps, answer the end you wish, 
if told to some of those folks who have 
more money than wisdom, but it is thrown 
* away upon me. Tho' I allow it to be true 
* enough; yet, I have nothing to answer 
for in the matter. You should blame 
your own folly, for not taking better care 
* of your money when you had it. You 
can now only console yourself with this 
reflection, that, such vicissitudes are com- 
mon in life; and, where they happen, the 
« mind must bend to the circumstances. 

Mm „However, 
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„However, girl, I'll not abandon you en- 
* tirely; L shall visit you sometimes, and 
take care not to let you want but you 
“must curtail your expences within narrow 
** bounds, because I have so many hangers- 
don now, that I shall not have much to 
*« Spare,” 

, «You are determined, then“ - said she 
not to adhere to that promise, so re- 
*« peatedly and so solemnly given to me at 
E W © Weymouth ?” 

Fositively determined ! ”.--replied be; —— 
*1t is quite ridiculous to talk, or even think 
« of it:“! 

s it?” ---resumed she know then, 
„to thy confusion, thou infernal -villain, 
that I can, and if you oblige me, I will 
** compel you to it. Remember the bond 
you signed the day after your marriage, 

in the presence of four of your friends, 
two of whom witnessed it, and which, by 
1 your order, was drawn for the first 

quarter's payment, to commence from a 

date six weeks prior to your marriage. 

That bond is still in my possession.” 

* Ha! ha! ha! poor Peg! -+-cried. he, 

ith a laugh of exultation did you ima- 

sine was not up to that? - Yes, yes, I 

« was 
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'* was too deep for you there, my girl, in- 
** deed!---I am sorry for your disappoint- 
ment: - but, faith I can't help: neee 
« ha! ha! ha!“ | 
Then I suppose you think” 1 
< S$he---< that 1 dare not break open the little 
cabinet, the key of which you forgot to re- 
„ turn me, after you had so cautiously 
placed the bond in it for safely.“ 
Frust me, credulous Peg! I was not so 
* unguarded as to run the hazard of that ;" 
---replied he- I knew you would never 
think of doubting my word about it; and 
as to the key, why I kept that for no other 
«« purpose, but to prevent your discovering, 
© accidentally (while I was upon the spot) 
* how cleverly I had imposed on you, The 
bond itself I took care to place safe in 
my pocket - book, and there it is still, for! 
never gave it a thought after. Stay, | 
* believe it is in the pocket of the very coat 1 © : 
«© have on.---Aye, here's the book, saft 4 
** enough,” continues he roof bond and þ 
cc all! 122 ; e 
4 Areyouquite sure“ ---asked she---< thalff* ; 
it is the same bond you signed. You haq / 
better open and examine it. 1 rg 


Perfectly unnecessary ;'' - -- he replieq; b! 
« wit 
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with a confident air of ang froid “ I am 
certain enough of that; but, however, as 
«« you desire it, I'll oblige you for once 
*« opening---Whew!”--- whistled he- ' why 
« what the d---] is this? --- here's only a 
sheet of blank paper!” - He now gave the 
e- reins to passion, and uttered the most hor- 
ly rid imprecations, --- while she sat calm and 
unmoved, 'till he had run himself out of 
so breath, then said, coolly, 8 
t ** Now, Sir. Philemon, you have beer 
yer “positive, that I have not been so many 
and © years acquainted with you for nothing; 
ther © you have taught me to be as deep as your- 
| self; and, for once only, I have been able 
* to outwit you! Aware, that you would 
© use some artifice to draw the deed out of 
* my hand; I took care to prepare that sheet 
* of paper, which, folded in the same form, 
* with the addition of a few strokes of the 
* attorney's pen, made outwardly the same 
* appearance : and when you, with all the 
plausible politeness of a courtier, request- 
ed me to favor, you with the key of the ca- 
binet, and allow you the honor of locking up 
* the bond in it for safety, I complied di- 
*rectly, but deceived you, by giving the 
blank. This served to prevent a beer 
© fOr 
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« for I was so certain you never intended to 
e place it there, that I would have suffered 
*« death rather than have delivered the real 
done into your hand. And now, Sir“ 
continued $he---**as rage will avail you no- 
thing, you had better let cool reason take 
*« its place. You see me here, resolutely de- 
** termined (for my childrens” sake) to en- 
force the penalty of the bond, unless you 
prevent it, by paying me the first quarter 
* now, and keeping up the payments with 
5 regularity afterwards. You must be sen- 
sible you would cut so black a figure in a 
* court of justice, as would entail upon you 
<« everlasting disgrace, and you would be 
*© obliged to submit at last.---On the con- 
„ trary, if you pay it without farther trou- 
* ble; you rescue me and your children from 
want and misery, and preserve your own 
*« character, by the matter being buried in 
*« oblivion. --- As I have no wish to create a 
** disturbance in your family, I shall, hence- 
forth, dispense with your visits, appoint a 
friend to receive my quarterly payments, 
** and settle with my children (far away 
from the metropolis, and still farther from 
*© Somersetshire) in some retired part of 


England, where I will pass for a * 
0 an 
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« and my future conduct shall reflect no 
more dishonor on that character, than 
my past would have cast on the respec- 
table character of the most virtuous wife. 
To you, Sir Philemon, I have been such 
in every thing, but the name; and, par- 
don me, if I add, your unmanly behaviour 
* has made me long cease to regret I do 
ce not bear that, ---I now, Sir, wish to de- 
« part; I wait only your final answer.“ 

Sir Philemon was beginning to plead for 
a mitigation of the quarterly sum; but, she 
cut short the thread of his speech, and held 
to her first determination. Finding this the 
the case, he thought it best to satisfy her 
demand quietly, so told out bank notes and 
cash to the amount, and she left him. 
While Sir Philemon was employed in put- 
ting by the remainder of his notes and cash, 
another visitor entered to him, and, after 
saluting him with a loud laugh, said, 

80! I find your honey-moon is over, 
« Phil !--- Split me! you are a fellow of spi- 
« rit, I see, to bring your wench into the 
very house that holds your wife. But, I 
cannot help thinking its rather too bad, so 


soon after your marriage!“ 


„Soon! do you call it?” --- cried Sir Phi- 
| lemon 
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lemon --- why Charles, we have been mar- 
* ried almost four months!“ 

„Well! well! Phil.” --- returned he- 
tis your affair, not mine; I came hither 
© upon more important business. I have 
been most contoundedly out of luck lately, 
© which compels me to ask you for that lit- 
* tle matter between us. It is a debt of ho- 
* nor, and you pay them honorably.” 

Tou shall have it, my boy; - replied 
he---< but let me see - may [I perish if I re- 
member the sum exactly!“ 

« Oh! a mere trifle! entre nous!” - said 
Charles - It is but eight bundred pieces!“ 

„s that all?“ said Sir Philemon — 
Les,“ -- answered he-“ but you may as 
« well make it up fifteen hundred, or I shall 
cut a devilish shabby figure in good com- 
„ pany.” | 

It shall be so, Charles”---returned he 
--- and may fortune stand your friend with 
4 

Mr. R. Westby having now heard much 
more than gave him pleasure, left his seat of 
meditation with disgust, and walked into the 
garden, where he had been but a few minutes, 
when he was informed, Lady Thornby wai- 
ted for him. On their way back, he ac- 

| quainted 


TA — to Sat. a. 


95 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR. 


3* 
— 4 


quainted her with the sequel of the dialogue 
she had partly heard; and, was told by her, 
that Lady Carteret was strongly affected at 
the disagreeable incident. Her resentment 
was solely directed against the poor unfortu- 
nate creature who least merited it. She had 
be- spattered her with the most opprobrious 
epithets, and Tepeatedly vowed she would 
have her and her brats turned off directly; 
they should not eat up her property; and, 
concluded with saying, that such a vile crea- 
ture ought to suffer; she could not suffer too 
much. Every mark of lenity shewn to her, 
would only be encouraging vice and immo- 
T rality, For her part, she should rejoice to 
see her stand in the pillory. 


CHAP, 


CHAPTER XXV, 


$4þ 14h 60% 


: 


& The wise, new prudence from the wise acquire.“ 
Porz's Hou. 


S Philemon and Lady Carteret had 
observed a great degree of coolness in Lady 
Thornby since their return from Fountain- 
Abbey, and were much chagrined at it. 
Desirous of the general good opinion, they 
wished a continuance of the former friendly 
intercourse; but, were utterly at a loss how 
to act, as her Ladyship evidently chose to 
keep at a distance. Her visit now with 
Mr. R. Westby, flattered them with a hope, 
that her friendship was returning, Unwil- 
ling to slight the overture, (as they thought 
it) they determined to return the visit next 
morning, and give an invitation to dinner 
at the Lodge, before Mr, Westby's depar- 

ture, 
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ture. As an additional mark of respect, 
Lady Carteret took her daughters with her. 
--- Lady Thornby received them all with 
her wonted politeness, and, with Mr. R. 
Westby, accepted the invitation, and an 
early day was fixed. After stopping about 
an hour, Lady Carteret rose to depart, say- 
ing, Sir Philemon had engaged a party of 
gentlemen to dine with him. Lady Thornby 
hearing this, made no effort to detain them, 
but requested the company of the three 
young ladies for the rest of the day. Mar- 
garetta bowed acknowledgment, and grace- 
tully complied with the request, without 
making any reference to her mother. As 
this was the first time she had ever done so, 
it is no wonder Lady Carteret appeared 
surprized and disconcerted ; at length, she 
said, with great displeasure in her looks, 

Margaretta, you seem determined to 
throw off the shackles of parental autho- 
*rity, and set up for your own mistress.“ 

Tour authority, Madam” ---she replied 
--- © I should never have disputed; but, al- 
low me to say, that when you relinquished 

the honored name of Ormond, for that of 
** Carteret, you delegated your power and 


authority where I will never pay submis- 
Vol, 2; sion, 
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* sion, nor- if I can n them shall 
mp sisters.“ 

_« Very well! Margaretta, very well!“ 
resumed her Ladyship, with a threatening 
aspect take care you have not cause to 
*« repent this conduct.“ 

J am not in the least afraid of that, 
«« Madam” ---returned she“ I have no 
intention of being entirely my own guar- 
*« dian, --- Harriet and I are both of us hap- 
pily at those years, when the laws of our 
country allow. us the liberty of choice, --- 
We have conferred together on the sub- 
* ject, and have made choice of three, who, 
* we doubt not, will do us the honor to ac- 
< cept the trust.“ 

„Upon my word!“ -- said Lady Carteret, 
with a sneer - and pray who may the 
„ three persons be, whom you two wise 
young ladies have made choice of, in pre- 
«« ference to your own mother?“ 

*« Be not so greatly mistaken, Madam,“ 
resumed she, respectfully--- © it is not in 
preference to 0, but in preference to Sir 
„Philemon Carteret, whose guardianship, 
from the specimen he has given of it, is 
72 from being agreeable to us. We con- 


*« $ider, that young women, circumstanced 
60 as 
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« as we are now, stand in need of some re- 
« sþectable names, to guard their characters 
from scandal, to protect their persons from 
„ insult, and to direct their conduct: there- 
fore, after mature deliberation, we have 
* fixed on our brother as our natural pro- 
** tector, Sir James Askew, and Lady Thorn- 
* by. To her Ladyship I from this mo- 
ment commit full power over my conduct, 
during the unexpired term of my mi- 
* nority.” 

With pleasure and with pride will I 
accept the trust“ --- cried Lady Thornby, 
eagerly. | 

Lady Carteret, affecting not to hear Lady 
Thornby's answer, said, And is this, Mar 
*« garetta, your settled intention?“ EY 

lt is, indeed, Madam, the unalterable 
intention of both Harriet and me re- 
turned se. | 

Lady Carteret, looking at her husband, 
said, with evident vexation, 

Pray, Sir Philemon, have Margaretta 
* and Harriet power to do this? can you 
not prevent it?“ 

I fancy not, Lady Carterct”'--- replied he, 
coolly, yet looking at the same time greatly 
chagrined, 
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el am quite certain you cannot, Sir” --- 
resumed Margaretta --- and the attempt 
** would but tend still more to weaken your 
© own consequence.“ 

Here the discourse ended, and the delec- 
table pair took their leave. When they 
were gone, Lady Thornby exclaimed, 

My dear Margaretta! I congratulate you 
gon the resolution with which you support 
** your new- born spirit.“ 

My dear Lady“ - she replied---© the 
task is, indeed, hard to me, for I love 
peace so well, that I would sacrifice a 
great deal to it, were only myself con- 
** cerned; but, in the present case, I consi- 
** der I should be out of my duty, in act- 
ing otherwise than I do. I have a stronger 
** necessity for it than your Ladyship is, per- 
** haps, aware of yet: and am pretty well con- 
* vinced, my mother herself will have 1ea- 
son to thank me for the spirit I assume.” 

highly applaud your conduct, my dear 
young Lady” - said Mr. R. Westby--- 
while I feel for your situation. —-My ideas 

* of Sir Philemon Carteret are much to his 
5 disadvantage; and, in consequence, I-can- 
* not help fearing, that your life will be 
made 
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made extremely uncomfortable at Ormond 
Lodge.“ 

* Mr. Westby“ rejoined Lady Thornby 
---* she must not be suffered to remain 
« there. You are going to deprive me of 
« my loved companion Jane, and her place” 
must be supplied by Margaretta.“ 

* Pardon me, dear Madam” -- said the 
sweet girl --- for presuming to decline your 
very delightful offer : ---take Harriet, if 
vou please; her tender disposition is ill 
* calculated for the disagreeables it meets 
« with at home, In her you will have a 
charming companion. But, indeed, I 1 
must remain at Ormond Lodge, to be the 
protector of my mother ! --- Your Lady- 
ship looks surprized”” --- continued she; - 
but I repeat it---to be the protector of 
Lady Carteret! --- Sir Philemon is a cow- 
*ard; and, cowardice in a man, 1s insepa- 
*rable from cruelty : --- the brave only are 
* humane !--- His temper is diabolical, and 
] am now trying to make him fear me, so 
far as to throw some restraint on his 
behavior to my mother: *-- whether I 
succeed or not, must be left to time to 
* $hew,” 
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10 Well, my love” --- said Lady Thorn- 
„ by---I submit to your decision: Har- 
6 xiet, then, shall be my child, if she ap- 
proves.“ 

Harriet, who had been with Eliza in the 
garden, entered at the moment, and the pro- 
posal being made to her, she was almost 
transported with joy.--- My readers may, 
perhaps, wonder how Margaretta Ormond, 
so young, and hitherto secluded from the 
world, should be so well informed of the 
l2ws respecting the change of guardians, 
It is therefore necessary to say, she owed 
that information entirely to Sir James 
Askew, who, not knowing Mrs. Ormond 
was at Weymouth, happened to go there 
a few days previous to her marriage with 
Sir Philemon; when, hearing she was in 
the place, and wishing to avoid her, he de- 
clined going into public, so that they met 
not. The news of her marriage, gave him 
less surprize than concern for her family, 
whom, he foresaw, would not only be stripped 
of their fortunes, but subject to insult and 
cruelty, without some powerful protector. 
His thoughts were dwelling upon this sub— 
ject, when he learned, that Lady TROY 
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and Lady Carteret were gone with Sir Phile- 
mon to Fountain-Abbey, without Catherine. 
From this intelligence, he concluded, that 
the latter was returned to Ormond Lodge, 
ö and he immediately determined to follow 
her, and offer his services and his advice. 
. On his arrival there, he discovered his mis- 
take; but, introduced himself to Marga- 
N retta, who was unacquainted with the al- 
D liance made by her mother, ”'till informed 
D by bim.--- He staid with her some hours, 
. and was greatly charmed with her good. 
4 sense and sweetness of manners. In face 
8 and form she was the exact model of Lady 
d Carteret, and Sir James soon felt that it was 
e Margaretta's mind which he had loved in 
h Mrs. Ormond's person. He quitted her 
in presence with reluctance, but with a fixed 
e- intention of visiting her again, as soon as 
et his visits could be admitted with propriety. 
m Margaretta was no less pleased with the 


y. baronet. She reflected with pleasure on his 
ed friendly offers, and determined to govern 
nd her conduct towards Sir Philemon, by his 
or. advice. Her mind dwelt perpetually on his 
1þ- conversation ; and, while she imagined she 
by was only paying that tribute of admiration, 


nd F 4 | justly 
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justly due to his understanding, accomplish- 
ments and virtues, she was feeding a passion 
which took deep root in her young heart, 
But more of this hereafter, 


CHAP, 


CHAPTER XXX, 
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& Together thus they shunn'd the cruel scorn 

« Which virtue, sunk to poverty, would meet 

From giddy passion and low-minded pride.“ 
THOMSON. 


Mr feeling readers are, doubtless, 
strongly interested in the welfare of Henry 
Ormond, and solicitous to know in what 
manner he conducts himself in a situation 
so humiliating, so painfully degrading, as 
that wherein we left him. It is with plea- 
sure, therefore, that I hasten to gratify their 
curiosity, by saying, that, as his principles 
were founded on the solid basis of honor 
and integrity, he determined to obliterate; 
as much as possible, from his remembrance; 
his late brilliant prospects; to forget his for- 
mer expectations, and adhere stedfastly to 
the performance of that duty he owed to 
Mr. Billingsworth, as his employer. In 

1 F 5 this 
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this he succeeded beyond his expectations; 
for the consequential apothecary was even 
more than satisfied with him. His own 
abilities were, indeed, very slender, particu- 
larly in the profession of surgery; but he 
had sufficient discernment to perceive, that 
those of his young assistant were great : 
and he made no doubt of sceing him at the 
top of the profession in the course of a very 
few years. He was, therefore, desirous of 
retaining him in his service; and to that 
end, constantly observed the utmost polite- 
ness in his behavior to him; and- tried 
every means to conciliate his regard. This 
treatment could not fail of kindling the pure 
flame of gratitude in the young and generous 
mind of Henry Ormond; who suspected not 
its proceeding from any selfish motive. As 
Captain Northington knew the man, he was 
not without suspicions of that nature; nor 
were those suspicions without foundation. 
Billingsworth was quite a man of the world, 
Seldom thought about religion, but retained 
in his memory every scripture precept which 
appeared io him conducive to his worldly 
interests. He thut provideth not for bis 
« own house, is worse than an infidel;“ 
was seldom from his thoughts; nor did he 


refuse 
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refuse to pay implicit obedience to its dic- 

tates. He had a daughter about eighteen, a 
fine showy girl, mistress of every polite ac- 
complishment, but too much the woman of 
fashion for the wife of a middling trades- 
man. It was not in his power to give her 
a fortune equal to the appearance she made; 
and, he saw no prospect of her forming a 
Suitable alliance without : --- her face having 
ceased to be a novelty in any of the places 
of public amusement. He recollected the 
hint Captain Northington had dropped of 
Henry's expectations, and considered, that, 
whatever they might be, when united to 
abilities like his, they could not fail to ren- 
der him a desirable match for Miss Bil- 
lingsworth. He had, therefore, resolved on 
the generous action of admitting him intopart- 
nership, on condition of his taking off his 
hands the trifling incumbrance of his daugh- 
ter. This scheme he had planned within 
a few weeks after his first knowledge of 
Henry; but it was yet too soon to let him 
into the secret: — he, therefore, chose to 
engage his confidence, and encourage his 
advances to his daughter, by treating him 

with polite iamiliarity and friendship. 5 
One day, when Mrs. and Miss Bulings- 
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worth dined out, and Mr. Billingsworth was 
at home without company, Henry, alter the 
cloth was removed, rose up to leave the 
room, as usual, but was prevented, by Mr. 
Billingsworth saying, 

„Sit still, Mr. Dawes ---sit still, pray; 
shall be glad of your company over a 
* pottle of wine.” 

Henry obeyed, and was no sooner re- 
Seated, and the parlor door shut, than Mr. 
Billingsworth began to entertain him with 
the history of his own rise and progress in 
the world; circumstances which he thought 
told much to his honor, as having origi- 
nated in what he dignified with the name 
of industiy, but which, in reality, were en- 
tirely the effect of superior cunning. He had 
got but a very little way in his story, when 
he was interrupted by the entrance of his 
Servant, with a note left by the penny pest. 

* Ha!”---cried he- from my old ac- 
* quaintance, Douglass! --- the very man, 
Mr. Dawes, whose name I that moment 
had upon my tongues-end, --- Poor Doug- 
lass! ---1t's all over with him, now ! --- but 
he was a good friend to me; for, as I was 
telling you, Mr. Dawes, I was as you are 
** POW, an assistant to the old gentleman 

that 
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that kept this house. As Providence or- 
« dered it, he had a fever, and died. During 
« his illness J visited his patients; Mr. 
« Douglass was one. He then kept a great 
„ mercery warehouse o' t' other side the 
„Way, and lived as elegantly as any in the 
„ neighbourhood, --- At that time he was 
© much indisposed, for he has, at best, a 
*craz/ coustitution- but that's neither 
* here nor there, in respect to what F'm 
„saying. When I mentioned to him the 
« death of Mr. Anger, he presently said, 
„suppose, Mr. Billingsworth, you intend 
to succeed him, don't you ?--- Now, Mr. 
«© Dawes, the thought had not entered my 
head, 'till he put it there; and I coolly 
* answered, I really could not tell, but per- 
* haps I might, if his relations and I could 
agree upon terms. Douglass then per- 
* Suaded me strongly to it, and added, that 
it was an excellent business, and well 
established: and, to be sure, it was a 
* tolerable business then, - though, Lord 
bless you, Mr. Dawes, it was nothing to 
* what I have made it since; but, that by 
the way.---I was as sensible of the ad- 
vantage it would be to me, as Douglass 
could be, but I was fearful of one impedi- 

ment 
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* ment, which was, want of money; for, 
* having foolishly married young, and a 
* family coming fast upon me, for several 
*© years, though I have now only one child 
left, I was kept sadly behind hand, and 
could scarce make both ends meet, at the 
** end of the year, notwithstanding Mrs. 
„ Billingsworth kept a genteel day-school. 
« ---Well! as I feared, so it happened. I 
* took care to be the first to treat with the 
* executors, and on a valuation of the stock, 
% &c. found the amount three hundred 
* pounds. I could not then command as 
* many shillings, so concluded to drop all 
„ thoughts of it, as I had no friend that I 
* knew of in the world to advance such a 
sum for me.--- Mr, Douglass was now 
much better; but, as good luck would 
have it, not quite well enough to do with- 
out my attendance, and at every visit he 
<« enquired how matters went, which gave 
me an opportunity to tell him, that I found 
the expence attending it, would oblige me 

to give it up. He desired to know the 

sum, and ] told him at once. He laughed, 

and said, you are soon frightened, Billings- 

** worth, it three hundred pounds deters you 

from pursuing it: --- however, you $han't 

| « wall. 
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* want for that; close with them directly, 
and J advance you the money: you'll 
soon be able to pay me again. ---I ac- 
% cepted his offer, and thanked him hear- 
« tily. --- The next day I received from him 
* a draft upon his banker, with which I 
finished the affair, and in less than a week, 
got myself and family settled in the house, 
* where Lhave since done extremely well. 
] continued, after this, to attend Douglass, 
whose ill health was another advantage to 
me, because it obliged him to take his 
three hundred pounds out of my shop, 
instead of my purse, and add many more 
* pounds to the latter. --- As he was both a 
* good friend and a valuable patient, I al- 
„ways made much of him. --- Our families 
visited often. Many a good dinner and 
bottle of wine have I partook of at his 
table. None kept a better house, or made 
their friends more welcome than poor 
** Douglass ; but that's all over! He met 
* with heavy losses, that is, he wanted for 
* worldly wisdom, ---his lending me such a 
sum of money, was a solid proof of that; 
*and, in the end, he became a bankrupt. 
" 2 no friends to assist him, he could 
not again enter into trade, and, I * 
«c as 


* 
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* has had a hard matter to live since. What 
* he is doing now, I know not, for I have 
* not seen him a long time.---'I his note is 
from his wife, desiring me to call on him 
directly, as he is very ill; but the distance 
*« renders it unsuitable : --- and, indeed” -- 
continued he“ I begin to fear I shall not 
gat paid for my last attendance upon him. 
shall, thereiore, turn him over to you, 
Mr. Dawes, and I would wish you to go 
** directly. Put this note in your pocket; 
* his address is in it. From observation you 
will judge whether he is likely to pay for 
* medicine and attendance ; if you think he 
is not, you may as well propose his send- 
ing for some apothecary that lives nearer 
to him. You can put it upon this, you 
© know, that it will be so much more con- 
*«« venient to bim. You need not do it“ 
added he- unless you see no prospect of 
payment; and then do it cautiously, be- 
cause I would not put it in his power to 
call me ungrateful; but you have dis- 
«« cretion, so | leave the matter entirely to 
„your management.“ 
Henry had scarce patience to listen to 
the end of this curious harangue; towards 


the latter part of which, his indignation 
rose 
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rose at every sentence; and, before the 
conclusion, he heartily detested Billings- 
worth, whose ingratitude shocked him. 
He could not develop the motive that in- 
duced such polite and friendly behavior 
to himself; but, its value was consider- 
ably diminished in his estimation, and he 
regretted that his situation forbad his de- 
claring openly to Mr. Billingsworth, the 
abhorrence in which he held his character. 
Having had his instructions, he proceeded 
to Mr. Douglass, whom he found with his 
family, in a very mean ill- furnished room, 
up two pair of stairs, in St. George's 
Fields, within the rules of the King's-Bench. 
He was confined to his bed with a rheu- 
matic fever, and delirium. Henry look- 
ed around him, and saw the strongest ap- 
pearance of poverty, --- The painful scene 
interested his feelings in a most uncom- 
mon manner, --- He looked earnestly at 
Mrs. Douglass, then at her children. A 
tide of tenderness, similar to filial and 
fraternal rushed into his heart; and, in 
defiance of every manly effort to suppress 
it, forced a passage at his eyes. Mrs. 
Douglass perceived his emotions, which 
She judged to be the effect of a humane; 

sy mpathetic 
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sympathetic disposition, and, while her 
tears flowed profusely, her heart knit to— 
wards the generous, the amiable youth, 
She appeared almost sinking under the 
heavy weight of her afflictions; which, 
the sight of her four helpless children and 
sick husband, seemed momentarily to 
augment. Henry attempted to speak 
comfort to her, but his tongue faltered and 
denied its utterance. He turned aside to 
examine his patient, whom he found in a 
dangerous state. Conscious of his inex- 
perience, he did not dare to trust entirely 
to his own judgment, and was at a loss 
what to do; *'till suddenly recollecting Dr. 
L------ (Whose humanity and benevolence 
are well known to equal his skill and ex- 
perience) he took up his hat, and abruptly 
left the room. He was not long in going 
to Basinghall-street, where he found the 
doctor coming out at the door to step into 
his carriage. --- He related his errand in 
few words, and the benign physician desired 
him to take a seat with him, and direct 
the servant where to drive, The doctor 
paid the most humane attention to the 
patient, gave Henry directions what course 


to pursue; and, after saying he should 
| visit 


— 1 . So... 
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visit them again, proceeded to his own ele- 
gant retreat at C-----, Poor Mrs. Doug- 
lass, who had, of late, met with little 
kindness from the world in general, could 
scarcely credit all she saw and heard. 
When the doctor was departed, she said 
to Henry, 

Do, my good Sir, tell me---am I really 
awake? or is this only a pleasing dream?“ 

*« You appear to me, Madam” -- replied 
a be, with rather a cheerful, yet mapcesful 
x- air --“ to be perfectly awake, and - 
ly „Then, Sir” --- interrupted-she--- ** what 
ss am I to think of all this kind attention? 


r, Wl © this disinterested humanity ? - for disin- 
ce Ml © teresed it must be, since every thing a- 
ex- round you too, plainly speaks my in 
tly to make any recompence! 


ing Think of it, Madam” ---cried he- on- 
the MW © ly as a happy presage of the recovery of 
Mr. Douglass.---Be not disturbed about re- 
* compence ;. the amiable Dr, L- looks 
for none from neither you nor me. He 
looks upward and receives his reward from 
thence, in that sweet peace which goodness 
* bos0ms ever. But” added he-“ this is 


no time for talk, I must haste and prepare 
"the medicincs, 


cc Well, 
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„Well, but, Sir” --- cried she, laying her 
hand fearfully on his arm“ hear me a 
„moment! --- had I not better send my 
*«eldest daughter for the medicines ? --- Mr, 
* Billingsworth, perhaps, will not like to 
gend them!“ 

Dear Madam” ---said Henry, taking her 
tenderly by the hand- the urgency of the 
case will not admit of fetching them from 
* Mr. Billingsworth's. I shall, therefore, 
* go to the nearest druggist, prepare them 
myself, and return speedily, when I shall 
ce be able to stop awhile, --- At present you 
* must excuse me,” 

On his way to the druggist he revolved 
in his mind their very visible distress. He 
had observed a total want of almost every 


comfort necessary for a sick room; and the 


wan, meagre appearance of Mrs. Douglass 
and her children, sufficiently convinced him, 
that they were nearly half famished. It was 
now that Henry first felt the most acute 


pain, in reflecting on the slenderness of his 


finances. His liberal heart bled for those 
sufferings; he thought himself unable to re- 
lieve. He stopped in a private spot, took 
out his purse, and examined the contents. 
One guinea in gold, and four shillings was 


all 
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er all he possessed. He closed the purse, put 
1 it again in his pocket, sighed, and walked 
ay on a few paces. The shop he wanted ap- 
Ir. peared in view; he went in, called for the 
to W drugs, prepared the medicine in silence, 
paid eighteen pence, and walked out again. 
cr MW © What””---said he, as he shut the shop 
the door --“ can I do? the family must not be 


»m lost for want: --- yet, what will a guznea 
re, do for them? I shall be ashamed to pre- 
em sent such a trifle; and Mrs. Douglass, 
1all W © remembering her own former affluence, 


you WI © will possibly be infinitely pained by the 
* degrading offer. It will not do“ - added 

ved he J must lay aside the thought, though 
„shall not sleep to night.” --- He walked 
on briskly a few paces farther, but the idea 
of the distressed family of Douglass, was 
not to be thus chased from his mind, and he 
resumed, - Am I human ?---and can 1 
bear that beings of the same species, 
created by the same omnipotent Hand, --- 
is good and worthy beings too ! -- can I bear 
*that they should perish for want, rather 
*than I should make a sacrifice of that de- 
* licacy which reason and religion condemn 
as criminal. I have no more than a gui» 
*nea, or they should have it; it will do 
them 
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*© them little good, but it will do them Some, 
they shall, therefore, have it! I will, 
* in this instance, sacrifice delicacy on the 
* altar of humanity, and leave my cares for 
e them afterwards with the God of Provi- 
« dence, who, I trust, will send them 2 
better supply before that is quite (x- 
„ hausted.“ 

Benevolent, amiable Henry! how unlike 
those hackneyed in the ways of the world! 
No selfish ideas entered his mind! He 
never once reflected on the poverty, which 
parting with that only guinea would plunge 
him into, or what difficulties he might ex- 
perience from the want of it, Still less did 
he know the value of such a boon, where he 
was going to bestow it. His own reduction 
had indeed been a great one, but he had not, 
like the Douglass's, experienced the disap- 
pointment of every flattering hope that pre- 
sented a prospect of living with integrity: 
the slight of professing friends, the neglect, 


contempt, and still more cutting insts of 


lofty, unfeeling relations, till at length find. 
ing them insupportable, they had braved the 
worst, withdrawn themselves into obscurity, 
where, patiently submitting to their adverse 


fate, they had endur ed all the miseries of 


want 
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want, rendered doubly distressing by sick- 
in, ness. Had he experienced this, then would 
he he have known the relief he was giving to 
for Mrs. Douglass. 

But to return. He had got to the door of 
wa Mr. Douglass's apartment, when he made 
ox. the foregoing noble resolution, and he step- 
ped cheerfully in. --- Mrs. Douglass had the 
tea-kettle boiling on the fire, and her homely 
tea equipage ready on the table, with a de- 
Sire to engage Henry to sit down with her 
to the little repast ; but, struck with the ele- 
gance of his manners, and a certain je ne 
car quoi about him, which proclaimed him 
Superior to his station, she shrunk back from 
giving the invitation, under a fear of mak- 
nz too free. --- He took a cup, emptied a 
phial into it, and attended to the bed. side by 
ner, he gave the medicine to Mr. Douglass, 
then applied a blister to his back; after- 
wards, with ineffable tenderness, assisted to 
lay him down, and to smooth the bed-cloaths. 
This done, he returned to the fire-side and 
Sat down: - still Mrs. Douglass could not 
presume on asking him to take tea with her, 
zo withheld from making it. But he, wish- 
ing to be a little more familiar, and having 
es Of | no 
want 


— — 


Sw og IS, — —_ 
= * > 4 2 — — 
> . —_— . 


4 
1 1 o_ 0 
* * 
* 


« 
* 
* 
= 
* 
E 
* 
WT 
* 
WT” | 
i = 7 
. Ez 
1 
* , 
15 1 
| l 
e 
7741 


55 0 
iu 
* 
I 2 
9 
4 
\ 


1} 


— 
a” ” 


w/e 


- 
* > 


JT 
- - 


I 20 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR. 


* ++) o( , r d. 
no occasion to hurry away, determined to 
invite himself, therefore said, 

_«« Will you let me have the honor of 
« drinking a cup. of tea with you, 
« Madame” 

A momentary ray of pleasure $hot a- 
cross the countenance of Mrs. Douglass, 
while she replied, --- © I have been preven- 
e ted from asking you, Sir, only by 
re the fear of making too free, My cir- 
*« cumstances will not permit me to en- 
« tertain you as I wish, or, as you merit; 
« but, if you will have the goodness to 
e partake my humble fare, in this equally 
« humble apartment, you will confer a 
ce favor.” 

« My dear Madam, - returned he- 
© make no apologies. --- Be assured, I am 
in no respect your superior; --- in Many 
« respects not your equal : --- you and [ 
„ are both children of sorrow, though, 
„ perhaps, not quite on an equality, there, 
« because, I fancy you have drank deeper 
ce of affliction's bitter cup, than I have yet 
«« done, for my sorrows appear only be- 
«« ginning, yours, I hope, are drawing near 
* their period.” 

fear not, Sir,” answered * 

10 ut 
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« but I am much concerned to hear that 
ou have already paid entrance into the 
school of affliction; useful are its in- 
« structions, but ah! severe is its dis- 
e cipline.” | | 

« True! Madam”---resumed he- -- but 
«4 little reflection on the wisdom and the 
« beneficence of the great Eternal Super- 
* intendant, must dispel every murmur- 
„ing thought, and stifle each rebellious 
sigh, in consideration that, tbose be loves 
* he chastens.” 

* You are giving me, now, my dear 
«young gentleman,” --- said Mrs. Doug- 
lass, with a very strong expression of 
Surprize in her looks, --- *© a most sub- 
*$Stantial proof that you have felt the 
" chastising rod; nor felt it in vain.” 

Not entirely, I hope, Madam ;” --- re- 
turned he, modestly -“ but, suffer me 
now to vary the subject a little. Jam, 
my good lady, a total stranger to you, 
"and, as I before mentioned, sent hither 
by the order of Mr. Billingsworth, whom 
I serve, He gave me a little anecdote 
"of Mr. Douglass, which prejudiced me 
strongly in his favor, and made me, 
before I had seen him or his family, 
Vol. 2. G * zealous 
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< zealous for his recovery; my own ob- 
e 8ervations since, have heightened that 
«« zeal, and excited in my breast a wish 
to be allowed to claim his friendship and 
. | 

Ah! Sir” ---cried she, eagerly ---*<* your 
** own singular humanity, has already given 
«« you the most irresistible one. I would 
* to heaven it were in our power to con- 
«« vince you of it more effectually, than by 
words.“ 

* You have that power” - said Henry 
«© only accept this“ - presenting the guinea 
--- and be not offended at my presumption, 
Madam, in offering such a trifle.” 

Mrs. Douglass fixed her eyes on him in 
astonishment, would have spoke, but a sort 
of hysterical crying (the mingled effect of 
surprize, gratitude and joy) seized her, and ne 
denied articulation. On recovering, she be- to. 
gan to utter, incoherently, some gratetul ex-Mthe 
pressions, but he silenced her, by taking up 
his hat, and declaring, if she said a word 
upon the subject, he should take it as a hint 
to him to depart. She therefore forbore, 
and he staid with her about two hours, 1 
the course of which she asked his opinio! 


of Mr, Douglass's case? He could not flat 
tel 
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ter, and knew not how to evade the ques - 
t WW tion, therefore frankly acknowledged there 
h . MW was danger; but added, that © it was impossi- 
d WM © ble for him to be in better hands than those 


of Doctor L-.“ After promising to 
ur ee them again in the morning, he left them. 
en On his return to Bond-street, he learned 


d hat Captain Northington had been there, 
n- ud left a letter for him, which proved to 
by de from Mr. R. Westby, inclosing the fifty- 
pound draft before- mentioned. Nothing 
could have come more apropos. The si- 
tuation of the Douglass family instantly oc- 
curred to his thoughts, and he determined 
o make them quite comfortable in the 


in norning. Here again no selfish ideas in- 
sort ervened; not a single gratification did he 
ct 0i Wivink of procuring for himself, except the 
and Wnental one, which must flow from the exer- 


e be- ton of his own benevolence. Filled with 
ler- the pleasing idea of the good he intended, 
ig up Wie retired early and supperless to his own 
wordnartment, and presently sunk into the 
1 hinUrms of Morpheus. 


rbore, In the morning Mr. Billingsworth en- 
rs, ugured of Henry © how he had found poor 
10088” Douglass 9” 
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“Very dangerously ill, Sir” ---replied he 
---* with a rheumatic fever, and ------ 85 

Then he'll require a pretty deal of me- 
*« dicine, and very close attendance, to brin 
him about again“ - interrupted Billings- 
worth. --- “ö Pray, Mr. Dawes, did you, from 
the appearance of things, see any pros- 
«« pect of his being likely to pay?“ 

Not the least prospect in the world of 
it, Sir“ - said Henry --“ but on the con- 
« trary; the strongest appearance of dis- 
*« tress. The looks of the whole family 
shocked me; they seem more than half 
« starved!“ 

* I'm sorry to hear it !---I'm sorry to hear 
<««1t!”---cried the ungrateful wretch, with- 
out any visible emotion --- © but times are 
hard now, Mr. Dawes, very hard, indeed! 
There's no getting drugs for nothing, and 
can't afford to give 'em away ! --- that 
„will not do at all, you know! so I hope 
you brought me off cleverly there? · but 
know your good sense and prudence, 
aud that's enough! yes! yes! you'd ma- 
nage it nicely, I knoW 

„ did, Sir” - said Henry ---© I managed 
« it very nicely, indeed, for you; but I could 

« not 
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© not bear to leave him, without doing 
something to promote his recovery. I 
therefore went to Doctor L., repre- 
„ sented the matter to him, and he hu- 
% manely returned with me, wrote for him, 
and has promised to attend him. As 
e there was no time to be lost, and the dis- 
* tance between there and here very great, 
J proposed their having the medicines 
from the nearest druggist.“ 

«« Give me your hand, Dawes” - cried 
the narruw-souled wretch, in a transport of 
Joy “ you are the cleverest fellow I know: 
„you have done this business judgmati- 
e cally indeed! --- And now, I suppose, I 
shall hear no more of them; that's all as 
it should be :--- Douglass will understand 
the meaning of it---he's no fool no! no! 
*--- he wants for no sense but common 
*« Sense, ha! ha! ha!---I'm glad though” 
continued he --- “ you had the presence of 
mind to fetch Doctor L---- to him ;---I 
* know he'll look upon that to be done by 
ny orders; ---yes! yes! he'll give me the 
* credit of it!“ 

Billingsworth now called for his list of 
patients, and, after giving Henry directions 
where his visits were to be paid, each of 

G 3 them 


. 
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them went out their separate rounds; the 
latter going with speed to his new friends, 
the Douglass's first, where he had the sa- 
tisfaction to find things wear a much more 
comfortable appearance, than on the pre. 
ceding day. Mr. Douglass was more com- 
posed, and the means using for his reco- 
very, seemed taking the desired effect. Doc- 
tor L---- had been there a little before, and 
ordered a repetition of the same medicines, 
which Henry, after dressing the blister, 
went out to prepare: and now first recol- 
lected that he had not yet been to the ban- 
ker's with the draft from Mr. R. Westby. 
This rather chagrined him, as it obliged 
him to defer his generous purpose longer 
than he intended; but, having sufficient 
about him to pay for the drugs, he pre- 
sently satisfied his own mind, by forming a 
resolution to visit them again in the even- 
ing. Leaving them, he went to the ban- 
ker's, when, Sir Philemon Carteret's in- 
solent epistle coming into his mind, he 
could no longer repress his resentment, 
and determined to express it, by the return 
of a bank-note of equal value to the one he 
had received from him. He accordingly 
took one, in part of payment, inclosed it 

| in 


127 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR, 


7 . ,d. 4 ** 


in a very laconic note, and dispatched 
it by the post to Ormond Lodge. One 
circumstance, mortifying enough to Henry, 
now came to his recollection, which was 
no other than this being Miss Billings: 
worth's birth-day. A grand entertainment 
was prepared; a large party engaged; and 
his promise to be one of it, given a week 
before. It was impossible for him to at- 
tend Mr. Douglass that night, and he knew 
not how much they might be distressed be- 
fore he could get there in the morning. 
This reflection rendered him unhappy. He 
therefore sent a porter with a short note 
of apology, and conjured Mrs. Douglass to 
send for him, without ceremony, should 
any thing arise to render his presence ne- 
cessary. This done, he felt relieved, and 


joined the gay convivial set, with every ap- 


pearance of ease and good humor. 

I shall pass over the company and enter- 
tainments of the evening, both being unin- 
teresting ; suffice it to say, that it was late, 
or more properly speaking, early in the 
morning when the party broke up; but this 
did not prevent Henry from rising at his 
usual hour, to attend a lecture: after which, 
he ran to the lodging of Mr. Douglass, and 

64 found 
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ſound Mrs. Douglass just sitting down to 
breakfast. His presence revived her droop- 
ing spirits, which had been greatly depressed 
in consequence of Mr. Douglass having had 
a very restless night. Henry went to the 
bed, and had the pleasure to find that the 
delirium had quite left him, and no fresh 
unfavorable symptoms appeared. 

* I think Mr. Douglass better to-day, 
« Madam,” --- said he and, I have little 
doubt of the doctor confirming to you 
ce the pleasing intelligence.” 

Mrs. Douglass placed great confidence 
in what he said, and joy diffused itself 
over her countenance. --- She prevailed on 
him to breakfast with her, during which 
she conversed with some degree of cheer- 
fulness, and discovered herself to be a 
very sensible, agreeable woman. It was 
now that he first began to notice the 
children, the two youngest having sidled 
round the table to get close to him. He 
observed it; took one on each knee,. and 
talked to them in a familiar manner: they, 
in the mean time looking up in his face 
with smiles, and seeming to regard him as 
their guardian angel. At length, reluc- 
tantly dismissing them, he rose up to de- 

part 
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part, when, taking from his pocket a paper, 
in Which he had previously wrapt five 
guineas, he put it into the hand of Mrs. 
Douglass, saying. 

« You must permit me to he your 
banker for a short time, Madam, 
and hastened away, before she could make 
a reply. She followed him down stairs, 
and was just in time to obtain his promise 
of visiting Mr. Douglass again in the 
evening. This promise he fulfilled, and 
continued afterwards to attend him daily, 
for the space of five weeks; his health not 
being restored 'till then. All that time, 
Henry was the sole supporter of the fa- 
mily; Mrs. Douglass and her eldest 
daughter (only fourteen years of age) be- 
ing fully employed in paying the-necessary 
attention to-Mr. Douglass and the chil- 
dren. As Henry would not suffer his 
worthy patient.to be in want of any thing 
comfortable, or that might be at all con- 
ducive to his recovery, my readers will 
readily imagine, such an expence must 
make a deep incision in the contents of 
his purse. It did so, but he thought him- 
self amply repaid, by the returns of grati— 
tude, esteem and affection of the whole fa- 
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milvy, to all of whom he felt so strongly 


attached, as to continue his intimacy with 
them, when his attendance, in the way of 
his profession, was no longer necessary. 
In short, nothing could equal his regard 
for them, except that which they felt for 
him; and, the time he spent in their com- 
pany, he reckoned amongst the happiest 
hours of his life. At length, Mr. Doug- 
lass, being so well recovered as to do with- 
out much nursing, though still so weak 
as to be incapable of doing any thing to- 
wards the support of the family. --- Mrs. 
Douglass and her two eldest girls, again 
applied themselves assiduously to needle- 
work. Henry saw this with infinite pain, 
but he could only regret the necessity for 
it; the power of preventing it was no 
longer his. His finances were now very 
low, and notwithstanding his quarter's 
salary from Mr. Billingsworth was due, 
and he expected to receive it shortly, yet 
the sum was too inconsiderable to be of 
any permanent advantage to them, could 
he even have spared the whole of it; he 
was therefore, obliged to let them perse- 
vere in their employ ments, without scem- 
ing to notice it. 


CHAP. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 
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«Thoſe whom love cements in holy faith, 

« And equal transport, free as Nature live, 

« Disdaining fear. What is the world to them, 

«© Its pomp, its pleasure, and its nonsense all, 

«Who in each other clasp whatever fair 

«© High fancy forms, and layish hearts can wish!“ 
Tnaousoxn. 


Ir is now time to return to the 
mention of Lord Thornby, heretofore 
known to my readers only under the title 


of Lord Hermon. This young noble- 


man had been appointed to a frigate, on' 


the East India station, and had sailed for 


that part, a few weeks previous to the late 


Earl's last illness. His long absence from 
all he loved was now grown insupportable, 


and a letter had been received from him, 


signifying his intention of returning to 
England, in the Royal Charlotte, a ship of 
war just preparing to sail. Lady Jane 
and Catherine were impatiently expecting 
his arrival, and made frequent promenades 
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by the water- side, in the sweet hope of 
seeing the Royal Charlotte, enter Ply- 
mouth harbor. Mr. Westby, being out 


early one morning, had the pleasure of 


seeing its arrival. --- He immediately went 
on board, saw his Lordship, told him what 
visitors were in his house, and requested 
the honor of his company to breakfast. 


While Lord Thornby was preparing, Mr. 


Westby returned ashore to prepare the 
ladies for his reception. The intelligence 
he brought, gave them heart-felt happi- 
ness, but their rising joy was rather 
damped by some tender recollections. --- 
Each of them had lost a beloved parent, 
since their last meeting. They had not, 
however, time to dwell long upon melan- 
choly reflections, before the entrance of his 
Lordship, whose eye first fixed on Cathe- 
Tine; and, unmindful of forms and ceremo- 
nies, he clasped her in his arms, and rap- 
turously expressed his joy at seeing her. --- 
His sister next claimed his attention, he em- 
braced her tenderly: but, suddenly struck 
by the resemblance she bore to her father, 
the color forsook his manly cheek, he 
turned from her, and burst into tears. 
After a few painful struggles, he n 

a sut- 
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a sufficient degree of outward composure to 
pay his respects to Mr. and Mrs. Westby, 
who congratulated him on his safe arrival, 
and strove to give the conversation a 
cheerful turn, during the hour of repast. 
Their efforts were not unsuccessful. The 
youthful mind is more open to the ad- 
mission of cheerful ideas, than minds more 
matured, He was presently led to give 
them an account of his voyage, which he 
embellished with many humorous little 
anecdotes. 439 | 
It was now proposed to dispatch an ex- 
press for Lady T hornby, and his Lord- 
ship retired with Mr. Westby to prepare 
a letter for the purpose; that done, the 
latter took the opportunity of their being 
alone to inform Lord Thornby of Mr. 
Ormond's death. This intelligence was 
as painful as it was unexpected: - he paid 
a tribute of tears to the memory of that 
most excellent man, nor could Mr. West- 
by forbear sympathizing in his sorrow. 
When it was a little subsided, he pro- 
ceeded to acquaint him with the contents 
of his late friend's will, and the events 
which had since happened in the family, 
in consequence of it. Lord Thornby ex- 
pressed 
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pressed no surprize at Mrs. Ormond's 
second marriage, nor, indeed, at any part 
of her conduct, but discovered the strong- 


est marks of astonishment at Mr. Ormond 


having made such an extraordinary dis- 
position of his property. 


© It is“ -- cried he so u- like the man, b 
so opposite to the general conduct of Mr. 


* Ormond, and to that paternal affection he 


*« bore to his children, that I am convinced, 


Mr. Westby, there has been some dark 
work at the bottom of all this, which, 


without doubt, time will develop; for 


* though the ancient cloven-footed monarch 
** Spares no pains to populate his internal 


kingdom, yet I have observed, that, 


when once the allegiance of a subject is 
firmly secured to him, he withdraws his 
*« Supporting hand, and openly exposes him 
to the ignominy he merits. This reflec- 
tion, however, but poorly compensates my 
concern for my friend Henry, whose 
*« disappointment and consequent distress 
deeply wounds my heart. I feel a great 


deal too” --- added he-“ for his lovely 
sisters; but happily Catherine is my own, 


her affections I possess, and to promote 


«her. 
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her future happiness shall be the principal 
business of my life.“ 

Lady Thornby and Mr. R. Westby, who 
were impatiently expected, reached Ply- 
mouth early the next evening. The happi- 
ness which their presence diffused through- 
out the hospitable mansion of Mr. Westby, 
cannot be expressed, and must, therefore, 
| be left to the reader's imagination. Lord 
. Thornby was not long uninformed of the 
: alliance about to take place in his family, 
7 It met his entire approbation; he congra- 
. tulated his sister upon it, and then addres- 
' Sing Mr. Westby, said, 
1 This, my dear Sir, is exactly as it 
; should be; Park-Hill Place will again be- 
8 * come the property of a Westby, and that 
8 without being subject to future litigation : 
n * my father's will having given it to Lady 
Jane, at a future period, and entailed it on 
her descendants. For my own part” --- 
continued his Lordship --- © I mean to retire 
to my family seat in Northamptonshire, 

and no more plough the ocean, till my 
* king and country call for my assistance 
to humble the pride of their enemies.“ 

Before you take up your residence at 
* Hermon House“ --- said Lady Thornby --- 
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you should go and view it; though it might 

do well enough in its present state, for 

the habitation of a bachelor; yet, perhaps, 

** it may not be altogether fit for the recep- 

tion of a lady; and | imagine, Frederick“ 

--- added she - *© you do not intend residing 
there alone.“ 

«« Certainly not, my dear Madam !” --- 
returned his Lordship --- on the contrary, 
*«« I flatter myself with the hope of being 
surrounded there often by all the present 
% company.“ ---bowing- ö But, -- - continued 
he“ I will send immediate directions to 
have the place put into proper order tor its 
lovely mistress ---then affectionately tak- 
ing the hand of Catherine, he added -- who, 
trust, will pardon me for not thinking of 
«of it, 'till you, Madam, pointed out the 
necessity.“ 

Catherine blushed deeply, the big tear 
started into her eye; she withdrew her hand 
and hastily retired. 

Poor Catherine!” ---cried Mr. Westby, 
who had observed her attentively ---< I feel 
for her! her head and her heart are at 
variance.“ 

* Then” --- said Lord Thornby --- © 1 


© must 
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must follow her and endeavor to reconcile 
them.“ 

He found her in the library, weeping bit- 
terly. He sat down by her side, and tenderly 
folding her in his arms, said, | 

„My angelic girl! what mean these tears? 
* they distress me infinitely.” --- She at- 
tempted to reply, but increasing sorrow de- 
prived her of the power of articulation, and 
Lord Thornby was scriously alarmed. 

Speak, for heaven's sake speak to me, 
* my adored Catherine!” ---resumed he --» 
and tell me why you weep ? 

Ah! my Lord, --- cried she with difficulty 
and incoherency ---** ask me not; think 
* not of me ;---I am sunk beneath your re- 
** gard, and cannot any longer aspire to 
*no! my Lord I never can be yours.“ 

** Your words, my beloved Catherine“ 

said his Lordship -“ strike horror "i 
my soul: I never can be yours. did you 
not say ? --- can you, then, so easily ab- 
jure the vow you made in the presence 
* ot our parents, just before my departure 
to India, to be only mine? have you ceased 
* to love me, Catherine? 

** Think not so meanly of me: returned 
she, covering her face with her K es 

* chief, 
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re chief, --- let these tears witness for me; 
that you are--- dear to my heart; and, 
that in resigning your hand, it is only 
*« your happiness, your advantage I consult, 

„And is it possible” --- resumed he--- 
„for my Catherine to imagine her Fre- 


*« derick can enjoy either, independant of 


her lovely self 7 

«« Do my Lord“ - said Catherine impa- 
tiently --- © pray leave me, to recover my 
* composure a little; -I cannot now con- 
«« verse with you; my spirits are agitated, 

«« I will not leave you, my angel ---re- 
turned he --- till you have revoked this 
*«« cruel decree, and confirmed our former 
engagement.“ 

My Lord”---resumed she recovering some 
firmness - you are sensible, that, when 
e entered into that engagement, it was 
* under the happiest auspices. The appro- 
* bation of parents, and a promised for- 
e tune.--- Now! how altered are the circum- 
** stances! I am, at this moment, only a 
5 poor dependant on the friendship and be- 
** nevolence of Mr. Westby! while your 
** Lordship is in possession of rank and for- 
% tune ----- 

Give me leave to ask you, Catheri ine, 

— inter: 


3 
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--- interrupted Lord Thornby --- © whether 
rank and fortune are superior to innate 
worth and virtue? If they are, I have 
* lived several years under a capital mis- 
take. But my sweet girl, as J hate ar- 
guing upon such subjects, I will only say, 
had wealth been dearer to me than my 
Catherine, I had been still in India. The 
fond hope of possessing her uin; me 
back without.“ 

*© The generosity of your Lordship” — re- 
turned she, is not to be doubted,---** but, were 
I capable of taking so unjust an advantage.“ 

My sweet love,” --- again interrupted 
he, --- * do, I conjure you, lay aside these 
* nonsensical scruples, which, believe me 
Hare founded on ,false delicacy. When I 
offered you my heart, it was without any 
* pecuniary view; the possession of your 
person and affections, will satisfy my 
highest ambition. Yet, in saying this, I 
cannot arrogate to myself the virtue of 
** generosity, since I feel that the happiness 
of my life depends upon you.” 

Ah! my Lord!”---cried she---© cease 
to persecute me by persuasions, to an act, 
which my reason, in defiance to all you 
say, and, to the still more powerful plead- 

„ 1ngs 


— — 1 - — 9 = > _ — 
—— — - > — — - — — —— = — — — 4 
— _ 2 —_ — — — — — - — — * - * 
1 — 1 bn — — — i — c " 
Lun —— . = == = — = 2 x —— 28 
— al - > * —. = 2 — — 2 2 - 
= - a — — * 0 — = * _ — * 4 * 5 
* 


140 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR. 

* en. 
„ ings of my own heart, teaches me to see 
as dishonorable.” 

«« Pardon me, Catherine” .--returned his 
Lordship---< for saying, that I am inclined to 
* think you have mistaken the suggestions 
of pride for those of reason; and, that ma- 
levolent spirit has impressed you with an 
* idea, that, in giving me your hand now, 
* you would receive, not confer an obliga- 
„ tion, Such an idea wrongs the dignity of 
% my affection. | Discard it then, my angel, 
* and attend only to the pleadings of your 
heart; depend upon it, they are the mes- 
** sengers of Reason, who never plead in 
favor of perjury. 

* Perjury | my Lord!” ---cried she, in 
astonishment --- ** your” S is the language of 
«« severity, 

No! my Catherine” ———_ he- it 
is only the language of Truth. But, do 
* tell me“ continued he, with an arch 
smile- - what strange sophistry has taught 
you to see more generosity in my present 
conduct, than when I first addressed you 
on the subject of love?“ 

*« Why certainly, my Lord” -- returned 
she.“ that must be obvious to every one. 
**I was then happily situated, and the for- 
tune 
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tune my father proposed giving me, such 
In the 
present case, I am reduced to dependance; 
yet you still offer to hold to your engage- 
« ment, and take me thus circumstanced ! 
can any one deny the appellation of gene- 
& rosity to such conduct ?“ 


* Yes! I deny it, Catherine” ---cried he 


because there is not a spark of genero- 
sity in it. To be truly generous, we must 
discover an inclination to perform amia- 
** ble and benevolent actions, without any 
* selfish motive whatever. As for instance, 
we will suppose now, that I was not more 


** tenderly attached to you than to any other 


lady, but, under the influence of pzty, I 
were to say, Miss Ormond, I am greatly 
concerned for this unfortunate change in 
your affairs, you are sensible, Madam, I 
never professed any tender attachment to 
to you, nor do I feel any; yet, that you 
may live comfortably, and be as respecta- 


* ble as formerly, 1 am ready to give you 


* the advantage of sharing my rank and 
fortune, by joining hands with you at the 
« altar immediately. 
« renders it unnecessaxy for me to dwell 
« upon the sacrifice wiieh I make to your 

| happiness 
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happiness, since you cannot avoid seeing, 


that such a marriage can add nothing to 


ce mine, but may, on the contrary, prove an 
„ insurmountable bar in the way of it: for, 
« though you may be beautiful, accomplish- 
ed, and engaging, and may possess all the 
*« excellencies of your sex, yet J am totally 
blind to your charms. --- It is not love, it is 
«« nothing more than mere pity and com- 
passion Which induce my present offer. 
This “ 

«« ] should think such an address“ in- 
terrupted she -a very great insult.“ 

« Very likely you might” ---said his Lord- 
$hip---< but, nevertheless, I should be en- 
« titled to your gratitude for my generosity 
« and disinterestedness. But here I come to 
«you with a very different story, telling 
you With the honest bluntness of a British 
« tar, I love you, Catherine: you have long 
been dear to my heart: my happiness is in 
*« y01r power, you are more valuable to me 
« than the wealth of worlds; for, without 
« you, I must be completely miserable. 
Thus my motive plainly appears to be a 
« view to my own happiness, which will be 
= augmented by every addition I can make 
« to your's; and, by your compliance with 

«cf my 
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„my wishes, you will confer, not receive an „ 
obligation. I have now only to add, that 1 
„ will not release you from your engage- 1 
* ment, unless you can tell me another has bi 
* a preference in your heart.“ * 
«« Horrid idea!” --- exclaimed she - ano- x 

„ ther!---no, my Lord, I can never plead 1 
« that.” | kk 
I knew it, my love” ---resumed he, ten- * 
derly embracing her- or, I could not have 1 
spoken so composedly. And now, my Y 


„Catherine“ continued he-“ as some 
compensation for the pain you have given 
* to me, I shall insist upon your fixing the 
day that is to complete my happiness. 
„Be not so hasty, I conjure you“ re- 
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plied she; give not the reins to passion; || | 
= take time to consider on the prudence 9 
«« of the measure.“ M 

Call it not passion“ - cried he- call 1 


eit solid, settled affection, founded on the 
most durable basis, the merit of its object. 
My mind is made up on the subject, and, 
« I hope, your's will be so too before we 
* quit this room. Deal candidly with me, 
* my love” ---continued he---< and tell me 
what it is you fear? - Ah! that lovely 
* confusion !” ---cried he, clasping her 5 
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his bosom---<© is sufficiently expressive. 
« Well, my Catherine, be it so; we shall 
« not, I trust, be any great sufferers by the 
disappointment of your late expected for- 
*« tune. My estate, as you know, 1s not 
« despicable; and, as we both love retire- 
% ment, we may, in Hermon's sweet vale, 
*« like the first created pair in paradise, en- 
* joy a bliss unknown in crowded courts. --- 
« A small degree of economy, will ena- 
te ble us to make a very decent provision 
« for a future family: J mean only the ex- 
* pected little Ladies. The young Lord, and 
* the honorable gentlemen, if they inherit 
* honor and bravery, that inheritance will 
* carry them through the world, without 
« disgrace to you or me.“ 

His Lordship equally resolute in love as 
in war, determined to conquer; and Ca- 
therine, at length, struck her colors, as he 
termed it, and surrendered on condition 
of Lady Thornby's concurrence to give him 
her hand, when Lady Jane should give her's 
to Mr. R. Westby. This satisfied him: 
he thanked her for her condescension sealed 
the promise on her lips and quitted the 
room. 


Lady Thornby was conversing with her 
daughter 
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daughter and son-elect, when Lord Thornby 
entered to them, and informed her of the 
result of his conferrence with Catherine. --- 
The information was infinitely pleasing to 
her, and she congratulated him on the happy 
prospect. He then addressed his sister and 
told her how far the commencement of his 
happiness depended upon ber, Mr. R. 
- Westby was delighted with the intelligence : 
- with great delicacy, he solicited her to fix 
n an early day for Lord Thornby. --- He at 
. length prevailed, and she promised him her 
d hand on that day fortnight. Her brother 
it thanked her for the favor she had done him, 
11 and was following those thanks with a fra- 


ut Wl ternal embrace, when Mrs. Westby and 

Catherine Ormond entered the room. His 
as Wl Lordship advanced to the latter, took her 
a- hand, and introduced her to the company as 
he Whis destined bride. Catherine blushed as 
on she received their gratulations; but, a still 
im deeper rouge overspread her cheeks, when 
r's Nur. R. Westby, in following the example of 
m: Lord Thornby, mentioned the day fixed. 
led Mrs. Westby partook so largely in the gene- 


the ral joy that she would have deemed it almost 
criminal any longer to withhold the infor- 
her nation from Mr. Westby: she therefore. 
ter ent for him from the office. He attended 
Vol. 2. II her 
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her summons, and, when he learned the oc- 


casion, warmly expressed his satisfaction. 
On the appointed day the double wedding 
took place and immediately after the perfor- 
mance of the ceremony the happy couples, 
accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Westby, set 
out for London, The dowager Lady Thorn- 
by, and Harriet Ormond, went with them 
through the two first stages, gave them 
their company at dinner, after which, with 
maternal tenderness, her Ladyship bade 
them farewell, and, with her little compa- 
nion, proceeded on her journey to Park-Hill, 
which they reached the next day at noon. 
Lady Thornby immediately sent a card to 
Ormond Lodge, requesting the company 
of Margaretta ſor the rest of the day. She 
readily obeyed the welcome mandate; and, 
in such pleasing society, we will leave her 
tor a time, and follow the travellers, who 
all reached London in saſety, on the third 
Cay from the commencement of their Jour- 
ney. Henry Ormond--- having previous in- 
ſormation when to expect them was | impa- 
tiently waiting their arrival at the house of 
Mr. R. Westby. He congratulated his sis- 
ter and her loved Lord with-a tear expres- 
sive of joy and tenderness. The Westby 
family 
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family next claimed his gratulations. These 
ceremonies over, they spent the evening 
together agreeably. As they were to stay 
only ten days in town, from whence they 
were all going to Lord Thornby's seat in 
Northamptonshire, Henry made a point of 
seeing them daily during the time: and, 
at their departure, Lord Thornby extorted 
'rom him a promise to take the first oppor- 
nity to visit him at Hermon House; 
but he was now become of so much conse- 
1- MWivence to Mr. Billingsworth, that it ap- 
1, Wocared highly improbable he should have 
n. Wi:isure for a country excursion. 

to His attachment to the Douglass family 
ny ontinued with increasing fervor; scarce a 
lay passed, without his spending some 
part of it in their humble apartment. He 


1er Watched over Mr. Douglass with filial ten- 
cho erness, and, with concern, observed, that 
rd is health was very slow in its return. He 
ur- Was still incapable of such close applica- 
in- on to his pen, as was necessary for the 
1pa- Wipport of his family; and his unfortunate 
e of Hircumstances limiting his excursions with- 
sis- 


a very small circle, it was totally out of 
wes- W's power to obtain any employment of a 
2stby W'icrent nature, had he been qualified for it. 
mily H 2 On 
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On the industry of Mrs. Douglass, and two 
of her girls, the subsistence of the family 
was obliged to depend. They had all three 
been busily employed for a fortnight in some 
curious needle-work, for a young married 
lady of fashion. A disappointment of the 
money, when the work was delivered, and 
cruel insults, in consequence of her pre- 
suming to plead for it, had thrown Mrs, 
Douglass into agonizing distress, and she 
could not avoid weeping bitterly. Henry 
happened that day to call in upon them, just 
at the time; heard the whole affair, and soon 
found that a guinea would go a great way 
towards her relief: he produced it instantly, 
and insisted on her acceptance. This little 
incident sunk deep into his mind; his indig 
nant spirit could not support the idea of 
Such a woman being made a subject for in 
sult, and he painfully felt his own inabllit) 
to raise her superior to it; but as he kne\ 
that Mr, Donglass was upon the point 0 
Settling matters with his creditors, he re 
solved upon asking the interest of Mr 


Westby to place him in some comfortable 
and permanent situation. This resoJutio! 
made him grow impatient for that gentle 
man's return home: and he went daily te 
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Captain Northington's to enquire for letters 
from Hermon House, (for, having hitherto 
concealed from all but him the circumstance 
of his dropping the name of Ormond, he 
continued to have his letters addressed to 
him there). It was not long, before he ob- 
tained the desired intelligence, that Mr. R. 
Westby was returning to town. Henry 
went to him directly, spoke of his new 
friend, and he having some influence with 
a commissioner of the customs, exerted 
it in favor of Mr. Douglass, tor whom 
he presently obtained a place in the long- 
room. This event fixed the family in cir- 
cumstances of tolerable ease, and their be- 
nevolent benefactor, Henry, had the plea- 
sure to see Mr. Douglass, in a short time, 


restored to better health than he had en- 


joyed for many years. He now visited 


them with additional pleasure and frequency. 


till an unexpected event occupied his time 
so fully, as to leave him little leisure for 
social enjoy ments. 
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„% Who would stoop so low, 
„That could cry chimney-sweep, or drive a plough.“ 
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HENRY had been near six months 
in the service of Mr, Billingsworth, when 
the latter was attacked by a severe fit of the 
gout. Under an idea, that it would, as usual, 
be a long time before he could get about 
again, he one morning sent for Henry into 
his chamber, and addressed him thus, 

« Good morrow, Mr. Dawes! I sent for 
* you to---but, pray sit down, Sir. --- Bet- 
ty, bring a chair to the bed-side for Mr. 
*« Dawes, and then you may leave the room. 
* ---] sent for you, Sir, to inform you, that 
«I am---as you sce indeed quite incapa- 
ble of being in my business. I expect this 
vile * will hold me a long time, and this 
« gickly 
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**gickly season, it is particularly unfortunate 
to me to be laid up; most of my patients 
being so prejudiced in my favor, it will be 
difficult for any other person to give them 
satisfaction. But, under this misfortune 
* I congratulate myself on having such an 
assistant as you, upon whom I can firmly 
„depend. You must, therefore, Sir, at- 
* tend for me, 'till I am capable of being 
about myself. You will soon find, that 
more than two thirds of my patients 
« are ladies of extreme delicate habits; these 
expect constant attendance all the year 
* round, and must not, on any account be 
« neglected. We are quite alone, Mr. 
* Dawes, are we not?” --- Henry replied 


in the affirmative, and Mr, Billingsworth 


proceeded, --- The disorders of these ladies 
are generally imaginary, of course easily 
„ managed. Their medicines, in general, 
may consist only of sugar and aqua pure 


boiled to a syrup, mixed with a very small 


quantity of soluble tartar, or sal polycrist, 
* or any other innocent drug that will give 
„ the syrup a vile, nauseous taste; then 
* color it to fancy, send it in, neatly label- 
ed under the name of an anodyne, or a 
« warcotic, or a s0porific, or an alterative 

H 4 © draught 
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„ draught, and it answers the end as well as 
** any thing in the world. They are very 
little the worse for these things after a 
year's drenching. Patients of a different 
description, must, to be sure, be treated in 
** a different manner: ---I mean such as are 
really ill, when they call in our aid. Even 
amongst these, you will find many, whose 
disorders are slight, and require little skill 
to cure: but, you must be careful to con- 
*« ceal that from their knowledge, lest you 
raise their spirits, render drugs unneces- 
sary, and, at the same time deprive your- 
self of all claim to that merit, which is 
* always ascribed to him, who knows how 
to conduct himself upon such occasions 
** with drscretion. You understand me, 
* Dawes! --- Others again, who are attacked 
with fevers, sore throats, &c. &c. might, 
many of them, be cured by an experienced 
** apothecary in a short time, and, without 
any great quantity of drugs; but this 
% method would never do, no! no! these 
we always pronounce dangerous cases, 
and request other assistance may be called 
in. Experience in the practice, Mr. 
© Dawes, will soon shew you the necessity 
*« of standing upon gond terms with the phy- 
© sicians; 
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* sicians: they know their friends amongst 
aus, and act accordingly. As to cases in 
* Surgery, it will be needless to say any 
thing upon that head; because, as it is 
* your particular, and seems to be your 
* favorite study, you are, doubtless, well ac- 
** quainted with all the methods necessary 
to adopt for the purpose of keeping a 
wound open for months, which, by indis- 
e creet treatment, might be healed in a few 
days. The discretion of keeping a wound 
* long unhealed 1s obvious : when the cure 


is performed, if it is ever suffered to be 


so; that is, if there are no good and co- 
gent reasons existing, for keeping it always 
in hand, then it is blazoned abroad as a 
most extraordinary one; the surgeon's re- 
äputation is raised by it, and his practice in- 
creases in consequence: while the length 
of time taken to effect it, is attributed 
to the impurity of the patient's blood, 
* a gross habit of body, &c. I need not 
* now, Mr, Dawes””--- continued he --- © take 
* up any Wore of your time, I have said 
* all that id necessary on these subjects, 
and le sage\entend a demi mot you know. 
„ I have only to add, --- though that is al- 

HJ most 
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most unnecessary, for you are always 
« elegant, ---I would wish you to pay par- 
** ticular attention to your dress. This 
list will shew that you are going to many 
persons of distinction.---I am sensible, 
that, in this undertaking, you will have 
much additional fatigue and trouble; but 
it will, in the end, promote your own 
** interest, and I shall reward you amply 
*« hereafter.” 

Henry listened attentively till Mr. Bil- 
lingsworth had concluded, and then quitted 
his presence, with no very favorable 1deas of 
the integrity of his heart, or the humanity 
of his practice. His tedious lecture was en- 
tirely lost upon him, who so greatly ab- 
horred his mode of conduct, that he men- 
tally exclaimed, 

Never will I attempt rising to emi— 
„ nence, by means of such detestable chi— 
** canery. No! be the consequence what- 
it may, I will say with the Royal Psal- 
„ mist, © My heart sball not reproach me 
*« 50 long as I live.” 

Mr. Billingsworth's discourse made $0 
unpleasing an impression upon the mind of 
Henr y, that it could not be effaced _—_— 

tne 
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„the next evening, when an event occurred i} 
which threw his thoughts into quite ano- | 
ther channel, 
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« No self-plum'd vanity was there, 
« With tancicd-consequence elate 

© Unknown to her the haughty air — 
„That means to speak superior state. 


«© Her brow no keen resentment arm, 
« No swell of empty pride she knew; 
« From trivial minds that take the alarm, 
« Should humble love aspire to woo.“ 
ARMINE and ELvina, 


AMONGST the families which Mr: 
Billingsworth attended, was that of Mr. Gil- 
more, in Cavendish-Square, mentioned in the 
foregoing part of this work. --- But, as that 
family only required attendance when really 
necessary, Henry was yet a stranger to them. 
It happened that Augusta, the young 1u y 
under Mr. Gilmore's protection, had s! 1 - 
ped her foot in coming down stairs, and had 
tallen to the bottom. Mr. and Mrs. Gil- 
more were extremely terrified at the acct- 
dent, and sent immediately for assistance. 
Henry went directly, and when brought into 
the presence of Mr. Gilmore, apologized for 
Mr, Billingsworth's non- attendance, and was 

introduced 
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introduced to the young lady, who had been 
conveyed to her dressing-room: --- Mrs, Gil- 
more was with her, full of tender anxiety. 
He was near the door, when these words 
reached his ear, 

« My dear Madam, I really am not hurt 
so much as you imagine. I have some 
pain in my arm; and my ancle is not per- 


5 fectly at ease: but a little time and pa- 


* tience will cure both. You distress me 
5 infinitely by being so unhappy.” 

Her voice struck on the ear of Henry, as 
the most melodious sound he had ever heard; 
but, on approaching her presence, his heart 
was awakened to emotions hitherto unknown. 
It was the critical moment, and fixed the co- 


lor of his future destiny. He gazed on her - 


with speechless rapture, while Mr. Gilmore 


accounted for his supplying the place of Mr. 


Billingsworth. Henry had so entirely forgot 
the cause of his being there, that he made no 
effort to render the necessary assistance, 
till rouzed to attention, by his fair patient 
saying, 

* I am sorry to hear Mr. Billingsworth is 
indisposed; but, I make no doubt, Sir, of 
receiving equal advantage from you. As 
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e my arm is painful, I will beg the favor of 
you to examine that immediately.“ 
Hs e started from his chair, and instantly 
advanced to her; on examination, he disco- 
vered that the elbow was dislocated. Ever 
nerve about him trembled at the touch of 
her; but, ignorant of the source of his emo- 
tions, he attributed them entirely to a diffi- 
dence of his own abilities in practice. He 
had, however, set dislocated bones before, 
with the utmost success, and, would have 
felt no apprehensions about it, had the sub- 
ject he was to practice upon, been any other 
person. He therefore condemned his own. 
weakness, and exerted his reason, which 
presently removed all his fears of performing 
an operation so trivial, The elbow being set, 
the ancle was next examined, and found to 
be only sprained. This, he assured her, was 
not likely to produce any other disagrecable 
effect, than a little confinement, which he 
would endeavor to render as short as possible. 
Seeing her much exhausted, by the pain she 
had undergone, he prepared to depart, first 
recommending it to her to go immediately 
to bed. 
She acquicsced, and he quitted the apart- 
ment, 
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ment, with Mr. Gilmore; who ordered tea 
and coffee to be sent into the parlor, and pre- 
vailed on him to stay and partake it. In con- 
versing about his lovely patient, the time 
glided away insensibly, and he was astonish- 
ed, on looking at his watch, to find he had 
been near an hour and half, when he thought 
he had been only ten minutes. He now re- 
collected having promised to see Captain 
Northington that evening, therefore, took 
his leave. Mr. and Mrs. Gilmore were both 
strongly prejudiced in his favor, and Au- 
gusta was so well pleased with him, that she 
was far from regretting the accident which 
had been the means of his introduction. 
She went to bed wearied and exhausted, 
but, without any inclination to sleep; the 
young surgeon entirely occupied her thoughts 
and sleep would have been deemed an un- 
welcome intruder. Mrs. Gilmore, who, 
with maternal tenderness, sat watching by 


her bed-side, began to be apprehensive 


of a fever, and hinted a wish to call in 
a physician; but, Augusta requested she 
would not; assuring her, she felt herself very 
comfortable. This, for a time, removed 
the old lady's fears, and she ventured to leave 
her to the care of an attendant, and go down 


to 
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to Mr. Gilmore. Henry, in the mean time, 
was entertaining Captain Northington and 
his lady with an account of his charming pa- 
tient; in whose praise he was so lavish, that 
they presently perceived his heart was irre- 
coverably gone, though he seemed ignorant 
of the loss. They forbore, however, to ex- 
press their opinion, being well assured, their 
young friend would soon discover it. As he 
was returning home, he could not resist a 
strong inclination to go some distance round, 
for the purpose of calling at Mr. Gilmore's. 
When he drew near the door, 

« Will itnot” ---said he, mentally --- have 
%a very odd appearance to call again now, 
after saying, that I should see her again in 
the morning ? I believe I had better let it 
** alone. Yet, perhaps a fever may be the 
** consequence of this ugly accident, and the 
least delay may prove dangerous. [ can- 
not make myself eng if I don't learn how 
she is to-night.” 

Saying this, he lifted the knocker, and, on 
the servant's appearance, he, with some little 
confusion, asked “ how his young lady had 
found herself since the operation?“ The 
man went in to ask, and, presently returned, 
with a request to him to walk into the parlor, 

where 
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where he found Mr. and Mrs. Gilmore. The 
latter expressed particular pleasure at seeing 
him, 
* Indeed, Sir,” ---said she--- have been 
* unhappy about her all the evening; for, 
** notwithstanding the composing draught, 


oy which She took directly, she has not slept 


«cf yet.” 
He was instantly filled with apprehension. 
| Does she complain of much pain, Madam?“ 
he asked - No, Sir!” - returned Mrs. 


Gilmore. --- ö She says she suffers very little 


** inconveniency, and she appears perfectly 


, * composed; but, on taking her hand, I 
1 * thought it rather too warm, and I began 
t to fear a fever.“ 

e God forbid! --- cried Henry, with uncom- 
e mon fervor. --- *© I should wish, Madam--- 
1 added he - to see her.“ 

* will step up to her first, ---said she. 

and see if she is still awake.“ 

n In her absence, Mr. Gilmore attempted 
le to lead him into conversation; but vain was 


the attempt; his mind was occupied by 
gloomy doubt and anxiety, and he answered 
only in monosyllables, till Mrs. Gilmore 
7, returned. 

re Augusta is awake, said she to —_— 
So an 
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--- © and consents to see you, Sir; but, per- 
«« gists in assuring me, that my terrors are 
*« all groundless.“ 

„ hope and trust they are, Madam!“ 
returned he- © but I think we cannot be too 
** circumspect, where the life of so inestima- 
ble a creature is depending.“ 

„] am of the same opinion,“ answered 
Mrs. Gilmore, as she led the way. --- On their 
approach to the bed, Augusta said, 

«© You know not, Mr. Dawes, how infi- 
* nitely I am obliged by this extra visit, 
since, I flatter myself you will prove more 
* successful than 1 have been, in quieting 
* the mind of my dear maternal friend here, 
hom, I cannot persuade to believe me in 
* a state of tolerable safety.“ 

While she spoke, Henry held her hand, 
with his eyes fixed on his stop-watch, 
and, in a few moments had the happiness to 
find her pulse pertectly regular, and no un- 
favorable symptom attending her. This re- 
vived his spirits, though he was still at a loss 
to account for her not sleeping. He staid by 
her near half an hour, and she conversed 


with him cheerfully. He was now well sa- 


tisfied himself, and soon convinced Mrs. 


Gilmore she had every reason to be so too. 
| In 
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— In the morning, he made that the first place- 


e he visited: his patient was not risen, but ad- 
mitted him to her chamber, in the presence 
— of Mrs. Gilmore, from whom he had previ- 


20 ously learned, that she had passed a tolerable 
a- W night, and was then much better than might 
be expected, after such an accident. He was 
ed Wl enraptured at thepleasingintelligence, which 
ir vas confirmed by the looks of Augusta, whose 
bright eyes beamed fresh lustre on his ap- 
fi- proach. | 
It, He attended her twice a day, till she was 
ore perfectly recovered. In the mean time, Mr. 
ng Billingsworth, after. a confinement of six 
re, weeks to his chamber, set out with his wife 
e in and daughter for Bath. The whole weight 
of the business, laying upon Henry, he gave 
the most diligent attention to it, and so faith- 
fully discharged the trust reposed in him, 
that he absented himself from the society of 
his friends, on that account. But, as Mr. 
Gilmore's habitation was near his own, and 
e had frequent occasion to pass that way, 
he could not resist calling in, at least once a 
day, to enquire after the health of Augusta. 
le now grew into such esteem there, that the 
good old gentleman gave him a pressing in- 
tation to visit them as often as he could 
make 
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make it suit his conveniency. Of this invi- 


tation he joyfully availed himself, and devoted 


all his leisure time to that purpose. Happy 
in the company of the elegant Augusta, he 


indulged in the pleasing gratification with- 


out once reflecting on the consequence. 
She was not less pleased with him; his pre- 
sence made her principal happiness; nor did 
Augusta ever appear to so much advantage, 
as when conversing with Henry, from whom 
she seemed to borrow new graces. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gilmore were not long before they dis- 
covered the mutual attachment. They were 
not ignorant of the inferiority of Henry's 
circumstances and situation, yet, such was 
their regard for him, they could not discou- 
rage his visits, and he continued them with 
his usual frequency. At length Augusta 
received letters from her parents, with in- 
telligence, that they were about to quit Mad- 
ras and sail for England very shortly. Sa- 

tisfactory as this event was to her, yet it filled 
the mind of Henry with uneasiness. He had 
felt, that the felicity of his future life depended 
upon the possession of Augusta; and, tho 
he had not the presumption to aspire to her, 
in his present situation, he had flattered him- 
self with hopes of advancing high in his pro- 
| fession, 
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fession, and, in time, becoming more wor- 
thy of her alliance. The expected arrival of 
her parents, banished at once the pleasing 
visionary idea. He knew them not, and 
therefore, conjectured, that, like many others, 
they would prefer for their daughter wealth 
and splendor, beyond more substantial hap- 
piness. He considered, they had a natural 
right to direct her choice, and could not sup- 
pose they would consent to unite her to one, 
whom the wheel of fortune had cast so low. 
The more he reflected on the subject, the 
greater was his distress, and, prudence now 
dictated to him, to withdraw himself entirely 
from her company. This was no easy mat- 
ter; he could not avoid seeing her sometimes, 
though not so often as before, nor were his 
visits so long, On these occasions, his be- 
havior was constrained, but his tenderness 
towards her was apparent. Augusta's pe- 
netrating eye presently discovered the de- 
jection of his mind; but as she could, by no 
means, develop the cause, so she was too 
polite and too delicate to enquire; and, in 
consequence, suffered an equal share of dis- 
quietude, which she vainly eudeavored to con- 
ceal from her worthy friends Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilmore. They saw it with concern, and 

being 
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being at no loss what to attribute it to, for- 
| bore to notice it openly; for, as their ideas 
were consonant to those of Henry, they be. 
gan now to fear for the happiness of both, 
and regretted not having sooner put a stop 
to the intimacy between them; and, while 
they mentally applauded the prudence and 
magnanimity of Henry, they telt the utmost 
pity for his sufferings. | 
Accustomed to enjoy frequent converse 


with his adored Augusta, Henry now found 


the penalty he had imposed upon himself 
of avoiding her presence, a much more 
painful one than he had suspected; but, his 
good sense teaching him, that, in propor- 
tion to the misery he endured, would be 
the danger of farther indulgence, he reso— 
Jutely determined to go no more to Mr. 
Gilmore's, 'till he had conquered the vio- 
lence of his passion for the amiable girl. 
In pursuance of this resolution, he went 
more into the company of his other friends, 
in hopes of diverting his mind from dwel- 
ling on the dear object of his tenderest 
regard; ineffectual was the attempt; he 
could find no amusement in company him- 
self, and was far from affording any to 


others; all who knew, saw an alteration 


In 
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in him; but, as he confined his secret to 
his own breast, they attributed his evident 
unhappiness only to his domestic con- 
q cerns. 


Captain Northington and his Lady were 


the only persons whose company was not 
become irksome to him, for with them he 


could freely converse of his Augusta. --- 
The return of Mr, Billingsworth and his 
family, now occasloned him, from motives 
of politeness, to confine himself at home 
more than usual, for the first threedays. On 


the evening of the fourth, he was called to 


a private conference with Mr. Billings- 
worth, who, after thanking him ſor the at- 
tention he had paid to business in His 
absence, condescendingly acknowledged 
having seen for some time his attach- 
ment to Miss Billingsworth, assured 
* him she was not insensible to his deli- 
* cate advances, and in consideration of his 
merit and their mutual regard, he was 
*© inclined to favor his pretensions, and 
* admit him to a share in the business.“ 
Adding, “that he made no doubt but his 
*« own good sense would shew him the va- 
* lue of his offers.” --- Nothing could sur- 
pass the astonishment of Henry at this 
con- 
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conversation; confident that his behavior 


. to Miss Billingsworth had discovered no- 


thing more than that respectful politeness 
due to the sex in general. He was hurt at 
the misconstruction put upon it, and con- 
scious of his own superiority; his pride 
was less gratiſied than offended, He, how- 
ever, endeavored to suppress the unwor- 
thy feeling, and decline the favor with 
delicacy :. at the same time, he thought 
it incumbent upon him to clear himself 
from the imputation of having, by any 
means whatever, attempted to engage the 
affections of the lady. Mr. Billingsworth 
affected the utmost surprize at his rejec- 
tion of an offer so eligible, so extremely 


advantageous to him; but his own self— 


consequence would not permit his descend- 
ing to press the matter.-- The conversa- 
tion ended, and Mr. Billingsworth reco!- 
lecting an engagement, went out imme- 
diately. His disappointment was equal 
to his mortification. He had flattered 
himself with an idea, that his young as- 
sistant would esteem it an honor to be 
allied to him; and, readily acknowledge 
the highest obligation. His rejection now 
tilled him with very uneasy sensations. 

Since 
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Since his return he had been round to all 
his patients, and found that Henry was in 
very high esteem amongst them. Ap- 
't prehensive that he might be encouraged 
by so flattering a distinction to commence 
je business for himself, and draw away bs 
„ friends and supporters, he determined to 
-. dismiss him immediately, and before he 
-\ had completed his studies, that he might 
\t not have time to effect his purpose. In 
14 pursuance of this determination, breakfast 
iy was no sooner over next morning, than 
he he said tochim, + 1 an 6 
th «« Mr. Dawes, as I find myself perfectly 
c-“ recovered, I have no longer occasion 
for your assistance. I am ready, there- 
fore, to settle with you now, for what 
'** wages are due to you, and will give you 
no farther trouble. I am willing to 
give you a character, whenever you in- 
form me you are in view of another 
* place,” 

As this was not entirely unexpected; 
Henry took his dismission without any ap- 
pearance of chagrin, and having received 
the trifle due to him, amounting to some- 
thing less than two pounds ten shillings, 
he put his port manteau, &c. into a hack, 
Vol, 2, [ and 
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and was just going to step in himself, 
when a porter delivered to him the fol- 
lowing note, --- 


«© DEAR Dawes, 
« You have done more than share our 
c distresses, you have relieved, you have 
© removed them; come to us now, and 


participate in our joy, which cannot be | 


* complete 'tiH you partake of it. We 
© have a pretty romantic tale to tell; 
© the substance this. --- My sweet 'mcek- 
* eyed Sarah---you know whom I mean 
by those epithets--has just been sur— 
e prized by a very unexpected event. 
Her brother, who, --- kidnapped by the 
** criMps many years ago, — went to the 
« Fast-Indies as a private soldier, is now 
„ returned with a Colonel's commission; 
the wealth of a Nabob; and a heart full 
«© of affection. and benevolence. Sarah's 
*« agitation, 'till she sees you, is inexpres— 
« $ible. Haste to us, 1 conjure you. In 
„ the mean time, you have the thanks 
* and the best wishes of the grateful ta- 
*« mily of 
<« Your's e 
© ALEXANDER DOUGLASS.” 
= Havin 


vin 
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Having perused it, he took from his 


pocket a slip of paper, on which he re— 
q plied as follows : --- 


« Henry Dawes sincerely rejoices in 


every event which adds to the happiness 
of his friends, Mr. and Mrs. Douglass ; 
„whom he will see sometime this fore- 


c hoon.“ 
Friday morn. May 28. 


This done, he got into the coach, and 
directed to be drove to the house of Mr. 
R. Westby: who, being gone with his Lady 
and visitors to the exhibition at Somerset- 
House, Henry left a letter, informing him 
of his sudden dis mission from Bond- street, 
and his intention to return in the evening, 
and trespass upon his friendship for a few 
nights lodging. He then hurried away 
to Mr. Douglass's, found Mrs. Douglass 
alone, and impatiently expecting him. He 
congratulated her on the return of her 
brother; but it was with an air of dejec- 
tion he could not conquer. She saw it; 
but, far from imagining that it proceeded 
from the pangs of hopeless love, she attri- 
buted it to other causes, and tried to raise 
his spirits, by talking of her brother. 

12 ** I have 


* 
\ 
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«© I have often thought, Mr. Dawes” -.- 
said she---©* that you must suppose me a 
being dropped from the clouds; by no 
* one acknowledged, and to no one re- 
* lated: for, through the whole course of 
«© our intimacy, I have avoided say ing any 
e thing to you about my family, merely, 
« because I was ashamed of being so ne- 


« glected. I had not, however, within my 


«© knowledge, any more than one relation, 
© in whose power it was to render me as- 
*« $istance: yet, that one so fortunately 
© circumstanced, so nearly allied !--- for it 
„is my own sister —-treated my wants 
„with neglect, and augmented my afflic- 
« tions by insult !--- My little history may 
«« perhaps amuse you, 'till Mr. Douglass 
returns from the office, and by relating 
«it, my own heart will be again elevated 
with gratitude to the God of Provi— 
gene 

Henry's curiosity was excited, Mrs. 
Douglass's concerns, even the minutest 
of them, never failed to interest him. 
Her discourse had already chaced away 
the languor that hung upon his spirits, 
and he requested her to proceed. 


History 
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History of Mrs. Douglass. 


a I have not” ---said she to boast the 
o“ honor of springing from a line of an- 
e * cient nobility; on the contrary, I have 


of WM © reason to believe that most of my an- 
y I © cestors, male and female, on my father's 
y. “side; earned their bread by the sweat of 
2- WM © their brow. And on my mother's side, 
yy MW © none were of higher rank than genteel 
n, WM © traders. My mother had a fortune of 
s- WM © five hundred pounds, with which my 
ly WM © father opened a shop in a large manus 
it WM © facturing town in Yorkshire, and suc- 
its MW © ceeded to his utmost wish. They had 


c- M © three children, of which I was the 


ay WM © youngest. I had only just completed 
155M my tenth year when my mother died; 
ng and my sister, who had been about 
ted MI © twelve months at York boarding-school, 
vi- © was sent for home, to take the manage- 

ment of the family. She was only four 
rs. WM © years my senior, and but little calcu- 
est © lated for the office of housekeeper. In 
im.“ the short time she spent at school, she 
* had acquired habits that ill suited the 
circumstances of my father; but, being 
his favorite, she was suffered to pursue 
** her own inclinations, This very blame- 


I 3 « able 
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* able conduct in him, proceeded, perhaps, 
as much from indolence, as from par- 
«« ttality. The death of my mother had 
* (caused an entire change in him; he lost 
all spirits, all activity, hated his own 
*« habitation, and soon took to drinking, 
„ so that in consequence of his expences 
abroad, and neglect and mismanage- 


„ ment at home, he failed in business. 


„ Shortly after that unfortunate event, 
my brother---a year and half younger 
than my sister having his liſe rendered 
„miserable by the tyranny she exercised, 
and seeing no prospect of future suc— 
** cess, obtained his father's permission 
« to go to London to seek employment. 
« Unsuccessful in his first efforts; unsus— 
«« pecting and inexperienced; he easily be- 
© came a dupe to artifice, and we heard no 
e more ct him 'till now. Happily for me, 
A widow lady, who had formerly been 
e acquainted with my mother, and on that 
account used our shop, when she always 
„ distinguished me, by her notice, in a 
« manner most fHattering. Immediately 
* as she heard of tlie misfortune, came 
er to our house, and desired my fa— 


„ ther to let me live with her. He con- 
| « sonted 
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e gented, and never was human being hap- 
** pier than I was with Mrs, Vincent, while 
„she lived. She was truly amiable; and 
eto her I owe all the cultivation I ever 
„had. She took me a rude, unpolished, 
e ignorant girl, and spared no pains to 
% make me an accomplished woman, and a 
e valuable member of society. The death 
o my father soon succeeded to his fai- 
„ lure, and my sister was left destitute. 
Mrs. Vincent kindly sent her an invita- 
e tion to her house, 'till she could suit 
herself with a more advantageous situa- 
e tion. She came; and was with us some 
* months before any thing offered, In 
te that time, she accidentally fell into the 
„ company of an elderly gentleman, who, 
** attracted by her youth and beauty, made 
her an immediate offer of his hand, to- 
c gether with a large settlement. The 
'** temptation was too great to be resisted. 
«« She accepted the offer, and, we had 
* every reason to believe, she sacrificed 
happiness to ambition. 
was an odd kind of a being; for, on my 
„sister informing Mrs. Vincent of her 
extraordinary adventure, and the ap- 
** poiatment he had made to meet her 


I 4 “again 


Her husband 
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_ © again alone the next morning, that 
Lady expressed her disapprobation of 
** clandestine proceedings: gently remon - 
*«« strated with her on the impropriety of 
« them: and, with a view to prevent them 
jn future, wrote a polite card of invita- 
tion to him, and gave it to my sister. 
He had not the politeness even to write 
a reply, but said he © wanted no acquain- 
« tance in that part.” He insisted on the 
wedding being private, and prohibited 
her having either friend or relation pre- 
sent. This being the case, Mrs. Vin- 
cent interfered no farther, lest she 
should be a mean of preventing the 
«© match; but on the day appointed for 
the marriage ceremony, she took me 
« with her to the minster, where, as ca- 
« $ual spectators, we saw it performed: 
« and came away without particularly 
* noticing either bride or bridegroom. 
Since then, I have never once seen my 
sister. Her husband never afterwards 
«« permitted her to visit Yorkshire, or 
« keep up any intercourse whatever with 
her relations. Young as I then was, I 
* could not avoid being much distressed 


* for her, and she was frequently the sub- 
4 ert 
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*« ject of conversation between Mrs. Vin- 
« cent and me. That amiable friend would 
ce often sigh ſor her hard fate, and caution 
«« me earnestly not to suffer ambition to 


become my governing principle. Se- 


«« veral years elapsed, and we heard no- 
= thing of or from her; but time though 
ce it did not efface her from my mind, yet 
helped to reconcile me to her. absence. 
In a visit I made to London with my ma- 
* ternal friend, I became acquainted with 
Mr. Douglass, and he soon attached my 
heart. Mrs. Vincent favored his preten- 
* sions to me, and I thought myself destined 
*« for happiness. He visited me in York- 
** Shire, and the time for our marriage was 
fixed, when, unhappily my amiable friend 


Was taken extremely ill, intelligence of 


* which I transmitted to Douglass, and he 
acceded to my request of postponing our 


marriage, till it could take place under 


** happier auspices. I therefore continued 
vwith her; she lingered about three 
«« months, and then, to my inexpressible 
grief, expired in my arms. The day be- 
fore her decease, she expressed her sa- 
** tisfaction in the prospect of my union 
* with Mr. Douglass, and charged me not 

15 9 


178 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR, 
* 22h... 

© to suffer my ideas of respect to her me- 
„ mory, to delay the marriage, as she 
„ thought my youth (for I was then only 
*« twenty-four) and my inexperience of the 
* world, required a protector. 

On her will being read, I was astonished 
*to find myself mentioned in it for a le- 
*« gacy of eight hundred pounds. Her son 
** gencrously paid me immediately, and as 
he was obliged to retain her house till the 
half year expired, he offered to defer the 
*« 8alc of her eflects in it, 'till it suited me 
to leave it. I staid there a month longer, 
* when Mr. Douglass came to claim me; 
and, after the ceremony was performed, 
« we set off together for his house in Lon- 
5 don, where I passed several years, in the 
highest state of human happiness, till the 
** commenceinent of his misfortunes. Since 
** that time, I have gone through a great 
deal of trouble, Mr. Douglass has se- 
*« veral relations, who owe their present 
«« affluence to him; these all treated him 
'* with ingratitude and insult, as soon as 
they found he stood in need of assistance; 
*« and, in the midst of our heaviest afflic- 
tions, we had no one to apply to for re- 
lief: my sister's situation seeming entirely 

10 to 
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* to forbid all application to her. I was, 
one day, endeavoring to chase away sor- 
row for a short space, by amusing myself 
and Douglass with a newspaper that lay 
in my way, when one paragraph attracted 
* my particular attention; it announced 
* my sister's second marriage. I had not 
„before heard of the death of her first 
« husband, which I wondered not at, as 
*© she knew not where to address a letter, 
„ being ignorant of every event that had 
happened to me from the time of our 
separation. My aftection for her now re- 
„ vived strong as ever. Under the idea, 
that, as she was rid of her tyrant husband, 
* and probably happily circumstanced, she 
„would rejoice in finding a sister, even 
though that sister had been unfortunate, 
J wrote to her in the most affectionate 
** manner, congratulated her on her second 
„marriage, informed her of mine, and 
made her acquainted with my concerns. 
„ waited her answer with impatience; it 
came, and with eager joy I opened it; 


but, how quickly was my joy changed to 


grief, on mecting insult, where I had ex- 
*« pected sympathy and tenderness ! --- Not 
to dwell longer on the contents of her 


16 letter, 
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letter, I will only say, that it was such 
an one as put an end to the corre- 
spondence, and seemed to preclude, for 
*« ever, any farther intercourse between us. 
* --- The return of my brother has altered 
the appearance of things. He arrived in 
London ten days ago; when, eager to hear 
intelligence of his sisters, he went into 
* Yorkshire to obtain it. Some relations 
there gave him my address, informed 
« him of my misfortunes, and referred him 
„ to me for an account of my sister, of 
«« whom they knew nothing else, than that 
she was wed long ago, ---I have satisfied 
his enquiries, as well as I could, but have 
« avoided every thing that could tend to 
«« prejudice his mind against her. --- He pur- 
poses setting out to-morrow morning to 
** £ce her, and insists on my accompanying 
him. It is, I own, rather disagreeable to 
* me, but I cannot refuse. We must be 
absent at least four or five days, and I am 


as to come before we were set out, as [ 
gam impatient to introduce you to my 
brother, whom J have acquainted with all 
your kindness to us. He is to dine here 


to- day at five o'clock, and introduce his 
« lady 


—— WS —— 
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*« very glad, Mr. Dawes, you was so kind 
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e lady and daughter. I imagine” - she 
added --- you cannot stop now, but, ] flatter 
myself you will do us the favor to return 
again at that time to dine with us,” 


The foregoing recital had strongly in- 


terested Henry: but, Mrs. Douglass's invi- 


vitation he stedfastly declined, his spirits 
being entirely out of tune for the company 
of such a very happy set of beings. She 


admitted his apology with reluctance, and 


he left her, with a promise to see her again 
as soon as she returned to town. Delicacy 
had prevented him from informing her of 
his removal from Mr. Billingsworth's ; but, 
he spoke of it, without hesitation, to Cap- 
tain Northington, to whose house he went 
immediately after. --- The Captain congra- 
tulated him upon having e the ordeal 
unsinged. 

«« But,” --- cried he the idea of your 
Augusta, doubtless, preserved you from 
* sacrificing happiness to interest. --- A part- 
„ nership in Billingsworth's business was a 
„ tempting offer! but, I am glad it was no 
** temptation to you.” 

The mention of Augusta's name created 
a strong desire in Henry to visit her again. 

Frudence 
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Prudence whispered it would be dangerous 
and destructive of his future peace; but, 
the impulse was irresistible, and the voice 
of prudence. was no longer attended to. WM ] 
Captain Northington advised him to obey Wl 1 
the dictates of his own mind, in that matter, W | 
and he departed: but, not without a solicit- Hi 
ation to occupy his old apartment---as a W a 
friend ---'till he was more agreeably settled. h 
He thanked the captain for his kind offer, Np 
promised to see him again the next morn- Un 
ing, and said he was engaged to pass that 7 
night at Mr. R. Westby's. He had left the s, 
house about half an hour, when a young st 
countryman, who had rode post ail the way be 
from Ormond Lodge, came there with af he 
letter, which he refused to deliver to any he 
one but the young Squire Ormond, say ing, ha 
he ought to have it without delay.“ 

The captain was, at first, rather embar- 
rassed how to act; a moment's recollectior 
helped him to a thought, - he took a sheet 
of paper, on which he wrote, 

„ Dear Hexry, 

«« Sce the bearer alone, or your name wi 
„ be discovered. 
«« Your's sincerely, 


7 


„J. NORTHINGTON.” üm 
Having 
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Having sealed and superscribed it Henry 
Dawes, he gave the man a direction to Mr. 


D Gilmore's house, ordering him to'send inthat 
. letter, and then the young Squire Ormond 
„would come out to him instantly; addin 
„he could not possibly see him by any other 
t- W means. The man promised to do so, and 
a 


an hack being called, he got into it, and, by 
his own desire, was driven away as fast as 
T, possible. Henry had got there only a few 
n- minutes before him, and was sitting tete a 
at fete with his beloved Augusta, who, in the 
he sweetest accents, frankly expressed her plea- 
ng sure at seeing him; modestly chid him for 
'ay W becoming so great a stranger, and depriving 
maß her of the happiness of introducing him to 
ny her parents, whom Mr. and Mrs. Gilmore 
ng, had made impatient to know him. She was 

just regretting, that she could not introduce 
bar-W him to them then, as they were both gone 
tion out on an airing with Mr. and Mrs. Gil- 
heetW more; when their conversation was inter- 

rupted by a servant, who brought in Captain 
Northington's note to Henry ; the latter 
opened it, and left the room instantly, 
Great was the joy which the messenger ex- 
pressed at seeing him, but there was only 
ume for a few words to pass. Henry gave 


him 


n 


| 184 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR. 
a Þ +6 (| Ie 4s 4s 

him half a guinea to £0 ard refresh him- 
self, and returned again to the room, ra- 
ther agitated; where: without ceremony, 
he opened the letter: it contained these 
words: 


«© DEAR BROTHER, 

„The very deep distress in which this 
* house is involved, obliges me to solicit 
your supporting presence. It is impos- 
e sible for me to describe to you now the 
* dreadful scenes; suffice it to say, that 
some shocking events threw my mother 
«« into premature labor. --- She was delivered 
* of a boy, which survived its birth only a 
few minutes, and she is at present in a very 
© dangèrous state.---Sir Philemonisno more. 
«--- With sorrow I add, he has left us in 
such difficult circumstances, we have not 
*« the means of procuring for my mother 
«© proper necessaries. --- Our good old John 

© ---but J have not either time or spirits 
« for explanation,--- Oh! come away in- 
« $tantly, I conjure you ; --- lose not a mo- 
ment if you would sce your mother alive, 
or wish to-alleviate the woes of your at- 
„ flicted, but affectionate sister, 
__ * MancareTTa ORMOND.” 
x Henry 


ce 


«C 
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Henry had scarce ran through the con- 
tents, when the idea of his distressed family 
at the Lodge, his own destitute situation, 
his utter inability to comply with Marga- 
retta's request, all crowded together into his 
mind, and overpowered his faculties. Pale, 
speechless, and almost breathless, he sunk 
3 back in his chair, in a state of insensibility. 
t Augusta, terrified beyond measure, | threw 
e 


off the reserves of her sex, and with all the 

assiduity of the tenderest affection, strove to 
0 restore him. With trembling fingers she ap- 
r plied her smelling-bottle to his nose, while 
a with the other hand she tender ly chafed his 
a temples. 
. 1 Henry, my beloved Henry r cried she 
©. speak to me, I entreat you; deny not 
your Augusta a share in your sorrows.“ 

At the well-known sound of her harmo- 
nious voice, he revived a little, and ex- 
claiming, 

* Oh! my poor afflicted mother my us 
« unfortunate sisters!“ burst into tears. 
She took his hand, and tenderly pressing it, 
said, 

Dearest Henry, what is it thus afflicts 
vou - It is not an idle, an unmeaning 
as [= prompts the question no! 1 7s 

it 
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'* .--it is indeed a more powerful, a more 
noble feeling: - it is a solicitude for your 
© happiness, and a desire to promote it.“ 

Angelic creature! -cried he --» hap· 
„ piness has for ever abandoned me!“ 

«« Say not so '---resumed she“ a mind, 
„ virtuous as your's, is not destined to be 
* the abode of perpetual misery ! --- But 
Henry --- continued she---* if you have 
* not determined to make me wretched, tell 
* what it is that distresses you? - to see you 
*« thus is insupportab]e!---that letter !---what 
* dreadful intelligence does it bring? - if I 
cannot remove your sorrows, let me at 
* least soothe them by tender sympathy.“ 
»Loveliest of women ! --- replied he- 
*« geek not to disturb the repose of your own 
* mind by“ 

« My mind” ---interrupted be - must 
ebe a str anger to tranquillity, while sensi- 
24 ** ble that your's is in a state of inquietude : 

© --- but, what am I doing ;---I have no right 
to enquire into your private concerns. 
had flattered myself with an idea, that l 
*© was in possession of your esteem!'“ 

My estreem /” ---repeated he-“ heaven 
«15 my witness that what I feel for you is 
6 * infinitely more than esteem! you are A 

* thousand 
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thousand times more dear to me than the 
** vital blood that warms my heart! --- Yes, 
*« dearest, best of women - added he, drop- 
ping on his knee before her-“ Henry, the 
** unfortunate Henry, has presumed to love 
vou with a passion as pure as It is ardent, 
and as ardent as it is hopeless. My time- 
«rity has created its own punishment. 
Could you conccive my sufferings you 
* would pity, if you could not pardon,.“ 

This declaration, which Augusta had her- 
self involuntarily extorted, gave her inex- 
pressible delight; but, as her penetration 
had discovered the secret of his breast long 
before, she was not so much affected by it 
now, as to lose all recollection of what led 
to it. 

Rise, I conjure you' said she“ and 
*« think not I am offended, when I request 
vou to defer this subject till we meet 
* again, The present is not a proper time. 

-The letter! --- your family! ---I am in- 
interested for them.“ 

He was soſtened, and forgetting all pre- 
caution about his name, &c. he gave the 
letter into her hand, while she, unsuspecting 
any deception in that particular, paid atten- 
tion 
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tion only to the purport of it. She grew 
pale in perusing it, and returned it, saying, 

„This is, indeed, a melancholy sum- 
© mons ; but delay not to obey it,” 

« Ah!”---cried he, sighing---© I cannot 
© go; the distance is too great.“ 

* You must, you shall go“ returned she, 
with great energy ; --- there is no time to 
lose. I'II order you some retreshment --- 
muy servant shall fetch you a chaise and 
*« four immediately.“ 

She had risen to ring the bell: ---her fin- 
gers had nearly touched it, when Henry 
prevented, by taking her hand, saying, 

*« Cease, dearest creature, cease to tor- 
* ture me! I cannot go, indeed --- it is not 
* in my power - at least not immediately.“ 

* How unkind you are!” -— said she, with 
a softness in her look and manner peculiarly 
attractive. --- © Why this reservation this 
Want of confidence in me?“ 

„ have none---I will have none” - re- 
turned he; “ recollect, my Augusta, how 
* sudden, how unexpected the summons! 
J am not properly prepared for a jorney 
«of 160 miles. ---I must see a friend be- 
fore I can undertake it.“ 

« Henry,” 
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«© Henry,” ---said she, gravely «---* have 
you a friend upon earth whom you prefer 
to Augusta? - if you have---I have done; 
„ but, if you have not, then throw not | 
** contempt upon that friendship, which 9 
* would preserve your finest feelings from | 
% every violation.” 

*« You are sovereign of my heart“ -- he 
answered „ your will shall ever be my 
« law.“ 

She immediately gave directions fora post 1 
chaise and four to be ordered instantly, a [ 


little repast to be prepared for Mr. Dawes 
in the mean time; and left the room. On 


. her return --- the servant withdrawn ---$he 
put into the hand of Henry, a small, but 
weighty parcel, saying, 


h In this is a purse. which I have lately 
Y ** amused myself in working purposely for 
is * you, and should have presented before, 


* had you indulged me with an opportu- 
„ nity.”--- Then giving him a little, ele- 
gant pocket-book, she added, --- Here too, 
you will find a silk bleeding-garter, which 
» have knit, to repair the loss of that 
* one you inadvertently threw into the fire, 
** after you had bled me, --- Perhaps” · con- 

tinued 
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tinued she, with a smile“ you may be 
* more careful of this.“ 

He gracefully received her presents, and 
placed them near his heart. In a few mi- 
nutes after, they were informed the chaise 
was at the door. She arose, instantly, and 
holding out her hand to him, said, 

« My dear friend! the moments are pre- 
cious; I shall not easily forgive myself if 
I detain you longer : --- Your mother ! 

* ---your sisters! --- they are, doubtless, im- 
patient to see you,---I have only to en- 


*« join you to take proper care of yourself, 


upon the road, and, to let me see you 
* as soon as you return. --- Now adieu! and 
% may the God of heaven be your pro- 
'*xector 1” 

The kindness of ber manner, the so- 
lemnity of her last expression particularly 
affected him. -His soul was almost dissol- 
ved into tender ness. He took the hand she 
held out, pressed it to his lips, and was 
retiring from her; but, a sudden irresis- 
tible impulse impelled him to turn again, 
and, clasping her tenderly to his bosom, 
he imprinted a kiss upon her lips. She 
blushed excessively, but, it was the blush 


of female delicacy, not that of anger: he 
observed 
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observed this, and it banished the moment- 
ary fear he had entertained of her displea- 
sure. Having again bade her adieu, he 
quitted her presence, got into the chaise, 
and was driven rapidly away. Augusta stood 
at the window, following the carriage with 
her eye till it was out of sight; then, re- 
collecting she was engaged to dine out, 
retired to dress. Henry, in the mean time, 
was revolving over the occurrences of the 
day, He still felt his domestic distresses ; 
but, his feelings were less painfully affected. 
The kind attention, the tender, though de- 
licate behavior of Augusta, had raised his 
spirits and revived his hopes. ---She had dis- 
covered no displeasure at the avowal of 
his love, nor yet at the freedom he took 


with her at the moment of separation. --- ' 


She will be mine!” ---cried he-“ Yes! 
she will hve for me, and I shall yet be 
happy!“ ---His thoughts were thus em- 
ployed, *till he had completed the first 
stage of his jorney, when, having occasion 
to discharge the chaise, he opened the 
purse, paid the demand upon him, and 
entered another chaise, with his thoughts 
still intently fixed on his Augusta. At 
some distance from the inn, he explored 


the 
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the contents of the pocket-book, in which 

was a small parcel, bound round with the 
bleeding - garter; on removing that, he 
found bank- notes to a large amount: but, 
what was of infinitely more value to him, 
was a small miniature portrait of the 
dear possessor of his heart. It was fas- 
tened to a black silk cord, which he in- 
stantly tied about his neck. He gazed 
at the picture, kissed it repeatedly, and, 
forgetting it was inanimate, talked to it 
in the language of love. Thus agreeably 
engaged we will leave him to pursue his 
jorney, while we account for his hasty 
summons: in doing which, we must men- 
tion events, long preceding those which 
rendered his presence, at this time, ne- 
cessary. 
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CHAPTER XXX, 
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« When luxury has lick'd up all thy pelf, 
4% Curs'd by thy neighbors, thy trustees, thyself; 
« To friends, to fortune, to mankind a shame, 
« Think how posterity will treat thy name: 
« And buy a rope, that future times may tell. 
Thou hast, at least, bestow'd ene penny well.“ 
| orz's SATIRES: 


ORMOND Lodge, so late the seat of 
affluence, ease and elegance; was now en- 
tirely transformed. When it became the 
habitation of Sir Philemon Carteret, inno- 
cent cheerfulness was banished for riotous 
mirth; harmony, for discord; and, conju- 
zal tenderness for tyranny: ---thus, misery 
reigned triumphant over the minds of most 
of its inhabitants. To this, Sir James Askew 
vas no stranger; his affection for Marga- 
retta Ormond, having drawn him much 
nto Somersetshire, where that affection was 
greatly increased, by his observation of her 
ilial piety: nor was be less endeared to ber, 
rom the sympathetic concern he evidenced. 
Vol, 2, K They 
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They soon came to an cclaireissement, 
and Sir James began to press for a speedy 
completion of his happiness; but, she re— 
conciled him to a few weeks delay, on ac- 
count of Lady Carteret, Who was eight 
months advanced in her pregnancy, and 
whose life was rendered so uncomfortable, 
by the ill temper of Sir Philemon, that her 
only resource from misery was in the affec- 
tionate attention and tender sympathy of 
Margaretta. Sir Philemon had experienced 
the spirit this young lady could exert upon 
every necessary occasion; and was deter red 
by it, from treating his lady, in her pre- 
sence, with that degree of brutality he usu- 
ally exercised over every object in his power. 
Sensible of this, Lady Carteret dreaded a se- 
paration: not from any maternal regard she 
felt for her daughter; but merely as an ob- 
ject contributing to her ease and conve- 


ce 
niency: which were so dear to her, that, for W nj 
the sake of these, she would have risked the m 
future welfare and happiness of her child, 

by refusing her consent to the alliance ;M le; 
could she have done so without irritating at 
Sir Philemon beyond all bounds. He had aft 
many selfish reasons to rejoice at the event sat 


and eagerly anticipate its approach. She Th 
therefore 
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therefore, only privately requested that the 
marriage might be delayed 'till she had 
lain in. The wretched situation of Lady 
Carteret was a great alloy to the happiness 
Margaretta had in view, and her concern 
was aggravated, from observing, that Po- 
| verty was advancing to her with rapid 
T Strides, Her penetration had discovered, 
c- that Fountain-Abbey was mortgaged : and 
of W the large personal fortune of her late fa- 
ed ther nearly, if not entirely exhausted. All this 
on she concealed within her own breast, and 
ed supported her uneasiness at it with stoical 


re- firmness. Settlements drawn, and every i 
zu- Wl thing preparatory to her union with Sir if 
er. W James Askew being finally adjusted; the 9 
se- latter left Somersetshire, to expedite, by his 4 
she presence, the alterations and improvements _ 
ob- making in and about his family seat in Lei? 


we- cestershire: which, on account of its vici- 9 
for nity to Hermon-House, they had deter- | 
the mined to make their principal residence. I 
hild, It has been before observed, that Sir Phi- i 
nce; ¶ lemon Carteret was deeply involved in debt, | 
ting at the time of his marriage; immediatel | 
had after which, he was indispensably obliged to j 
vent satisfy the numerous demands upon him. |. 


This, with his propensity to gaming, soon 
K 2 impo. 
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impoverished him so much, that he had not 
been long an inhabitant of the Lodge, before 
he found himself straitened for cash; the 
produce of the estates being extr emely in- 
adequate to his expences. The money pro- 
duced by the mortgage of Fountain-Abbey, 
was presently annihilated ; and he entered 
into treaty for a mortgage on the Somer- 
setslire estate: but, the sum to be borrowed 
upon that, being very large; occasioned a 
longer delay than he expected: added to 
all this, he was again so deeply involved in 
debt, as to be in perpetual fear of arrests. 
These perplexities gave additional sourness 
to a temper naturally bad, and made him 
an object of hatred and disgust to all about 
him. There wanted near a week of the 
time fixed for his receiving the money on 
the intended mortgage, when he solicited 
his Lady to attempt borrowing the small 
sum of two thousand pounds. She having 


been kept in utter ignorance of all his pro- 


ceedings, was naturally astonished at such 
a. request, and absolutely refused to com- 
ply:--high words ensued, and an open 
quarrel was the consequence: ---he left her 
in disgust; went out to the gaming table, 


and added a large increase to the weight of 
his 
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his debts. He staid out all night; and on 
his return the next day, ſound an execu— 
tion had entered the house. His lady di- 
rectly came in his way, to reproach him 
for it, and threw out a repetition of some 
threats she had used the preceding day: 
this so irritated him, that he gave her 
a blow which felled her to the ground. In 
her fall, her head struck with such force 
against the sharp edge of the fender, as to 
receive a violent contusion, from whence 
the blood flowed fast. Some of the ser— 
vants, alarmed by the noise, entered; when, 
seeing the great effusion of blood, and their 
lady laying on the hearth senseless, and to 
all appearance lifeless; they exclaimed, © be 
* bas murdered ber.” Sir Philemon being 
Iumself of the same opinion, half distracted 
with the idea of his trying situation; his 
dread of the ignominious consequence; and 
powerfully feeling the impossibility (from a 
want of money) -to make a flying escape 
ſrom the hands of justice; he retired to his 
apartment, where he was tound, a few hours 


after, hanging in his garters. He was in- 


Stantly cut down, and proper means used to 
restore him; but the vital functions were 
totally extinct, In the mean time, Lady 

K 3 Carteret, 


198 
THE DISAPPOINTED HEIR. 
*. 2D. „ 
Carteret, who had been stunned by the fall, 
Was, by proper assistance, restored to sense, 
her wound drest, and pronounced not dan- 
gerous: but the fright, the blow, the agita- 
tion of contending passions; added to the 
shock she felt on hearing of Sir Philemon's 
rash act; all conspired to throw her into 
premature labor: and the most dangerous 
symptoms succeeded her delivery. In addi- 
tion to all this distress, the housekeeper 
informed Margaretta, that the house was so 
deeply in arrears to her, she could not pos- 
sibly provide necessaries for it any longer, 
without an advance of money. Margaretta 
had not any to give her: ---she had reason 
to believe her mother had not either. In 
this exigency, old John sent up a message, 
in respectful terms, requesting the honor of 
speaking with her. She went to him in the 
library, when, after carefully shutting the 
door, he entreated her to keep up her spirits; 
produced a small parcel of gold; told her 
„there was more where that came from; 
*« begged she would use it freely; there was 
money enough in the house, and he would 
* take care there should te no want of any 
te thing proper.” Margaretta complained to 


him of the insolence of the other servants : --- 
he 
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he advised her not to notice it, and assured her 
there would speedily be an alteration for the 
better. She next adverted to Mrs. Dor- 
mer, Lady Carteret's woman, who, taking 
advantage of the general confusion, had left 
the house without any previous notice of 
her intention. Margaretta regretted her ab- 
sence, saying, she was the only one amongst 
them (himself excepted) in whom she 
** could place confidence.“ John said“ her 
departure was absolutely necessary, and he 
trusted Mrs. Dormer would hereafter have 
„ the thanks of the family.” He then ear- 
nestly desired her to send off instantly for 
his young master; she took his advice, and 
leaving what she had written to his care, 
she returned to the apartment of her mo- 
ther with Lady Thornby: to whom she re- 
lated the conversation that had passed be- 
tween her and John: when her Ladyship 
agreed with her in the opinion, that John's 
discourse was rather mysterious. Other 
weighty concerns, however, engaging their 
attention, dismissed the subject from their 
minds. Lady Carteret lay extremely ill, and 
insensible to every thing: she continued in 


that way 'till the next evening; when 


some favorable symptoms began to ap- 
K 4 pear; 
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| pear. A composing draught procured her 
_ a few hours sleep, and she awgked in 


the morning calm, composed, and rati- 
onal. After a little time, she enquired 
for Dormer, and was told of her abrupt de- 
parture. She was as if thunderstruck for 
some minutes: at length she said, 
Margaretta, she has certainly robbed 
«© me!---I have too often trusted her with 
my keys!---fetch my little cabinet that 
has my casket of jewels, and let me exa- 
«« mine whether they are all safe.“ 
Margaretta obeyed; she brought the ca- 
binet, unlocked it, took out the casket, and 
zave it to her mother: who, on opening it, 
exclaimed, 
Oh heavens! she has robbed: me, in- 
« deed!” | | 
No! Madam, no!” --- cried Margaretta 
you are mistaken! pray be composed; 


your jewels are safe.“ 


* You know nothing of the matter ;** --+ 
said Lady Carteret, fiercely. --- I say she 
has robbed me.--- She has taken what 
* was of infinitely more consequence to me 
„ than all the jewels, --- But, I'll have her 
found; send a hue and cry after her, this 
moment; this moment, I say.“ 50 


5 
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© Be composed! --- pray, Madam, be com- 
„ posed!”*---said Margaretta---<* I havetalked 
« with John, and he hints at her return.“ 

« Return .--- did you s8ay?” ---resumed her 
Ladyship---< return!---oh! then all is over! 
and she comes to my confusion !'” She 
then laid down and was silent a few minutes ;. 
but, suddenly starting up, with a dreadful 
wildness in her looks, she cried, 

«« Turn that old villain out, directly! --- 
* he was born to be my destruction ! --- he 
* shan't stay in my house; Iwill have him 
turned out this moment!” --- Margaretta, 
who took all this for the ravings of delirium, 
felt nothing but concern for her mother: and 
with weeping eyes, endeavored to pacify her 
by promises. She got her to lay down and 
try to rest; but, a fever had siezed her brain, 
and she was not long quiet. --- Starting up 
again, she cried © well she can't prove 1 
*« forged it ! nobody saw me do it! no! no! 
] took care of that.-- How foolishly” --- 
continued she in a lower voice---did he 
leave his fortune! --- ridiculous ! --- Paltry 
settlement it would not buy me a title! 
«« .-. What were bis children to me, I never 
* loved them!” Margaretta was terrificd, 
and just going to send for Lady Thornby, 

K 5 when 
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when that lady entered the chamber. She 
sat down by the bed-side, Lady Carteret 
knew her not, but kept on raving as be- 
fore. John knows not of it, resumed 
she -* we left him at Ormond Lodge. 
*« Why didn't I destroy it? then no one 
could have known it.” 
Margaretta-was now called away to re- 
ceive her brother ; Lady Thornby went with 
her to him. The scene was an affecting one. 
Henry was deeply distressed at the de- 
scription of his mother's situation; he was 
solicitous to see her, and Lady Thornby 
apprehending no additional danger from the 
interview, they all went together into the 
chamber. Henry approached the bed, took 
her hand, pressed it to his lips, but was in- 
capable of speaking. She turned her eyes 
upon him, and wildly cried out, 
Who are you?” --- Lady Thornby ap- 
proached and said, - My dear Lady, it is 
8.2. Henry Ormond, your son.“ Who are 
% v0u 9” ---cried she, looking at Lady Thorn- 
by.--- Oh! you are my sister! but why 
do you come here? - did not I tell you 
not to trouble me?--- Go! begone! --- no- 
* body knows I have a sister!---I won't 
provide for you, If you tell any body 
| ce you 
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„ you are my sister, you shall be taken up 
„for an imposter. Begone! ---I say--- be- 
* gone!” --- Henry, who had retired from 
her sight, now came again in her view; she 
looked at him, and then said, I know 
„you now! ---yes! yes!---you are my bro- 
*« ther, come from heaven to fetch me! 
„ but I won't go to heaven! - no! -I shall 
meet Ormond there, and he'll upbraid 
«« me;---hush ! don't tell any body -- but 1 
«« did it myself; - if you tell Westby, he'll 
hang me.” | 
Henry and Margaretta no longer able to 
support the painful scene, left her ta the 
care of the nurse and servants, and retired 
from the room with Lady Thornby, who 
deeply meditated upon what had fell from 
the mouth of Lady Carteret, --- The physi- 
clan who attended, having been sent for 
hastily, came in soon after, and pronounced 
her past all hopes of recovery. She con- 
tinued raving incessantly 'till about ten 
o'clock the next morning, when she expired 
in great agonies. h 
Lady Thornby, who had staid all night, 
took infinite pains to soothe the distress of 
her two young friends. She had succeeded 
to bring them into a state of tolerable com- 


SY  -. posure, 
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posure, when old John came and whispered 
her Ladyship; who went out with him im- 
mediately. In about an hour she returned, 
when she said to them, 35 

Did either of you remark what Lady 
Carteret said yesterday of a brother and 
a sister?“ 

1 did then, Madam” - said Henry --»- 
** but it was merely the effect of delirium, 
for she has no relations living.“ 

* Your are mistaken, I think“ ---resumed 
she---** she has left two very near ones. 
«© I expect I shall surprize you, by adding, 
that a brother and a sister of her's are 
* now in the house, much disappointed and 
* afflicted at the melancholy events that 
have happened in the family. They have 
never seen your mother since the day of 
her marriage with your father, and were 
* uninformed of her having children, till 
they conversed with me. They are soli- 
citous to see her offspring; shall I intro- 
« duce them?” 

The hearts of Henry and Margaretta 
were open to the claims of kindred. They 
replied in-the affirmative, and her Ladyship 
went out for that purpose. Judge of the 
Surprize of Henry, when he saw her "= in 

rs. 
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Mrs. Douglass, who was no less amazed 
than himself. Turning to her brother, who 
was close behind her, she exclaimed, with 
the voice of rapture, 

Good God! this is the guardian angel 
ho has preserved me and mine; the no- 
ble youth whom I told you of! Say, dear- 
est Madam” --- addressing Lady Thornby 
- js this really the son of Lady Carteret, 
formerly Harriet Cathrow?*”---On being 
assured of it, she folded her arms about him 
with maternal tenderness, saying, And 
aum I then so transcendantly happy, as to 
find a nephew in my young benefactor!” 

Henry entreated her to drop that subject, 
and gracefully taking Margaretta by the 


hand, said; 


Let my beloved sister have a place in 
your affections.” 
Mrs. Douglass embraced her with warmth. 


- Just such a lovely creature“ --- said 


she “* did my sister appear on the da 

she went to the altar with your father!“ 
Colonel Cathrow, who had been hitherto 
silent and unnoticed, now put in his claim 
to a share of their attention. --- He clasped 
Margaretta in his arms, affectionately kissed 

her; then taking Henry by the hand, Nr 
«cf y 
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„My dear boy, I rejoice in finding my- 
self so nearly related to you. I am 
_ * prouder of your innate worth, than if a 
star adorned your side, or a ducal coronet 
your coat of arms.“ 

These raptures somewhat abated, com- 
posure succeeded: each took their seat, and 
a more regular conversation ensued. Lady 
Thornby, who had been a silent spectator 


of the interesting scene, beheld, with in- 


finite satisfaction, the sudden transition 
from grief to joy, which this unexpected 
event had caused: and on Mr. Cathrow 
making enquiries after the rest of the fa- 
mily, her Ladyship went home to prepare 
Harriet and Eliza, who were both at Park- 
Hill Place, - for an interview with their new- 
found relations. After her departure, 

% Henry!” - said Colonel Cathrow -- I 
„believe I am better acquainted with you, 
* than you imagine: though, till now, I only 
knew you under the name of Dawes.” 

Henry looked confused, but accounted for 


the suppression of his name in few words, 


and his uncle proceeded. 

was so prejudiced in your favor, by 
« what my sister Douglass said of your be- 
„ nevolent conduct, that I had determined 
on 
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on a rich reward for you; but the day be- 
« fol we leſt London, accident discovered 
* to me, that the same Mr. Dawes, of 
«© whom she had said so much, was also 
well known to my daughter, my darling 
Augusta; whom you (as a surgeon) at- 
„ tended at the house of Mr. Gilmore, in 
« Cavendish-Square.” 

At the mention of Augusta the color 
flushed into Henry's face. --- And is that 
** angelic creature then” -- interrupted he 
so nearly allied to me?“ 

She is” ---answered her uncle - and 
let me add, she has related to me the 
conversation that passed in your last 
interview, from which, I am led to be- 
*« lieve, it is your wish to be still more 
* nearly connected with her.””--- This he 
readily and eagerly acknowledged, and the 
Colonel added, --- Then she shall be your's, 
E „Henry; with pleasure will I give her to 

you.“ 

Hlenry's mind now perfectly at ease on 
the subject nearest it, he took the portrait 
from his bosom, and holding it to Marga- 


retta, said, Behold the resemblance of 


«« your lovely cousin.“ 
4 Another time will do for the contem- 
plation 
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e plation of that” ---said the Colonel; -+- let 


* us now talk upon business. ---I find there 
is an execution in the house! suppose, 
Henry, we pay the debt and get rid of 
those fellows? --- what is the sum?“ 
know not, indeed, Sir“ replied he--- 
« but I'll call John; doubtless he knows.” 

John appeared, and on the matter being 
mentioned, he requested they would let it 
alone a few days; and, on his urging it, they 
acquiesced. 

The corpse of Sir Philemon was designed 
to be privately interred next morning, and 
John now informed Henry, he had intelli- 
gence that it would be arrested for the sum 
of seven thousand pounds, which he had 
lost at the gaming table, and afterwards 
given his note for.-— Then“ ---cried the 
Colonel --- © let them take his body, Henry; 
«© I would pay no man's gaming debts!“ 
John withdrew, not much displeased with 
the Colonel.---In the morning the arrest 
took place. Colonel Cathrow was informed 
of it, and went out: when the sheriff's of- 
ficer presented to him the demand. He 
refused payment.“ Then, Sir” ---said the 
Officer“ you cannot inter the body.” 

] am not solicitous about it” ---returned 

he, 
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he, coolly ;---** the body is in your custody, 
dispose of it as you please.“ -- Bring 
*« the cofhn into the house again” --- said the 
officer. It shall have no admission here:“ 
---replied the Colonel, peremptorily ;---** shut 
„ the doors!“ -The servants obeyed his 
order, and after long consultation between 
the officer and his follower, the coffin was 
put into the hearse, and taken r by 

them 
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«© Who thinks that fortune cannot change her mind, 
% Prepares a dreadful jest for all mankind,” 
Pors. 


WIV must now go back to Mr. R. 
Westby; who, with his family, was thrown 
into some consternation at Henry's not re. 
turning in the evening, as he had promised: 
but, under an idea that Captain Northing- 
ton had engaged him to sleep at his house, 
they made themselves easy 'till morning: 
when the two Mr. Westbys went thither, 
and were much disconcerted to find he had 
not been there since the preceding forenoon. 
The Captain had entirely forgot the circum- 
Stance of the letter; but recollected that 
Henry went from him immediately to Ca- 
vendish- Square: therefore gave them direc- 
tions; cautioned them properly l 
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his name; and they departed. Mr. Westby 


was struck by the name of Gilmore; the 


remembrance caused a sigh. 


But perhaps“ ---said he to his brother 


: --- *© it may not be the same person. If it 
Lis, I shall have an opportunity I have 


* often wished for, of thanking him for his 
kind offices.” 

On arriving at the house, they were con- 
ducted into the parlor, where they found the 
old gentleman alone. Mr. Westby perfectly 
recollected him; but, being rather prepared 
for the interview, it was less painful than he 
expected. Mr. Gilmore expressed pleasure 
at seeing him, and enquired. after Mrs. 
Westby in the most friendly manner. Mr. 
Westby next mentioned the cause of his 
visit. | 
* Ha!” --- cried Mr. Gilmore“ is our 
* young surgeon known to you?“ - Being 
answered in the affirmative, he resumed. --- 
«© Well, Sir, before we separate, you shall 
* be satisfied about him: but, as I was not 


- 


at home when he was here last, I must“ 


--- added he, with a significant smile “ re- 
fer you to a certain young lady of my 
family, whose return from an airing I 
* am in momentary expectation of,” 3 
r. 
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Mr. Westbys comprehended the meaning 
of Mr. Gilmore's smile, and their curiosity 


Was excited. In a few minutes, the car- 


riage came to the door, and Mr. Gilmore 
sent to request the presence of Augusta, 
who entered the room in all her native 
loveliness: unadorned, save by the charms 
df youth, beauty and innocence. The gen- 
tlemen rose at her entrance; but who can 


express the sensations of Mr. Westby on 
beholding in her; the form, the features, 


the exact resemblance of his long - lost sis- 
ter! His emotions were too powerful for 
his strength, he sunk again into his chair, 
a dreadful paleness covered his face, and 
he almost gasped for breath. Mr. R. 
Westby being at the time of his sister's 


departure, too young for his remembrance 


to retain any impression of her person, 
was, therefore, much at a loss to account 
for the violence of his brother's emotions. 
Mr. Gilmore -—apprehensive that the pre— 
sence of Augusta had reminded him of his 
own daughters - requested her to leave 
the room. She went immediately to her 
mother, and Mrs. Gilmore, to whom she 
mentioned the circumstance. The latter 
asked the name of the strangers, and 

Augusta 
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Augusta mentioned that by which they 
| were introduced to her. The moment it 
had passed her lips, struck by the remem- 
| brance of its being the maiden name of her 
mother, she looked towards her and per- 


ceived her fainting. Mr. Westby, in the 
mean time, had recovered, and, was ac- 
counting for his disorder to Mr, Gilmore, 
by briefly telling the story of his sister's 
departure and supposed death, and the 
likeness of Augusta to her. Mr. Gil- 
more paid particular attention to what he 
said; but, without making any comments, 
rose up and left the room: going directly 
to the Ladies, he found Mrs. Cathrow 
just recovered from her fainting fit. 

«© You have been so long accustomed 
to the eastern climate, Madam, said 
he- - that I fear our air does not agree 
with you; I am concerned to find your 
ride this morning has taken so disagree- 
«able an effect.” 

ce Tt is not the effect either of the air or 
of the ride, my good Sir ;” --- she an- 
«« swered but merely of my own fee l- 
** ings, upon learning the name of the 
visitors, who were with you! and, yet 
* my reason condemns me, because 2 
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of Westby, is not, I believe an uncom- 
mon one!” 


« It may, or it may not; said Mr. 
Gilmore I never knew any of it but 
those gentlemen ;--- you, perhaps, Ma- 
„ dam, had some particular friend of 
„ that -f“ f 

She inter rupted him, --- It was once 
© My Own, Sir.“ 

Probably then“ - resumed he << my 
« two friends may be related to you, --- 
though I think you was saying last night, 
that all your relations had died in your 
absence: but for that” --- and he paused--- 

« Ah! my dear Sir, ---cried she“ I 
«© have every reason to think so; yet, I 
have no certainty of it. But, what was 
„ you going to add, when I interrupted 
« your but for that?“ 

«« It was this, Madam, replied he- 
„ that but for your assurance of the death 
« of your relatives; I should have supposed 
«« you to be the long-lost sister of my two 
„ friends, George and Richard Westby.“ 
Mr. Gilmore, thoroughly assured in his 
own mind, that she was so, used this mode 
of speaking, purposely to strike her ideas 
with the certainty at once. 

« George ! 
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« George! and Richard!” - -cried she, 
in an ecstacy -“ ah! I am, I am indeed 
«« their sister! their own sister, Marga- 
„ retta !--- Oh! let me see them?“. She 
rose up to go, but her feelings, a second 
time, overpowered her, and she was re- 
lapsing into another fainting fit, which 
was prevented by proper applications, --- 
She again expressed impatience to see her 
brothers; but Mr. Gilmore laid her under 
a little restraint, on account of Mr. Westby, 
whom he said it was necessary first to pre- 
pare for such an unexpected and interesting 
interview. Mrs. Cathrow submitted to this, 
and he returned to his visitants: to whom 
he said, 

ägstruck by the effect which the presence 
of Augusta Cathrow had upon you, I left 
<« you to go to her mother, who is now in 
my house just returned from Madras, 
** after a long a very long absence: to en- 
„ quire if she has any relations of your 
* name? when, to my surprize, she in- 
formed me her own. maiden name was 
« Margaretta Westby !”” 

„ Margaretta ! --- Margaretta Westby ! - 
she is, she must be my sister - my long 

absent 
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absent, my beloved sister!“ --- cried Mr, 
Westby.“ 

believe you are right“ -- -said Mr. 
Gilmore, coolly--- for she says she had 
« two brothers, George and Richard.” 

«« Blessed be the events of this day!” - 
exclaimed Mr. Westby---then adding - 
** but permit me to see her, Sir? I long to 
te see her.“ -Mr. R. Westby was silent, 
but not unmoved. As soon as Mr. Gil- 
more thought all parties properly prepared 
for the interview, he took them to the la- 
dies. Mrs. Cathrow sprung forwards to 
meet her brother George; who caught her 
in his arms. * My brother!“ my sis- 
ter!“ - -as all they could articulate; they 
fainted and sunk to the ground, before any 
one could prevent it. A little time and at- 
tention restored them both: after which, 
Augusta and Mr. R. Westby obtained a 
proper degree of notice, and calm compo- 
sure succeeded to rapturous joy. 

NMrs. Cathrow and her brothers now be- 
gan mutual enquiries into the concerns of 
each other; and Mr. George Westby told . 
her of the pain he had endured upon her . 
account, and the fruitless trouble he had .. t 


taken to gain intelligence of her, = 
146 Why v 
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«© Why, my dear brother” --- said Mrs. 


Cathrow --- ** upon my first arrival at Ben- 
* coolen, I wrote to you, and received a 


* the receipt of that, I had written again, 
to inform you that I was about marrying 
* an elderly gentleman of large fortune, 
** who was winding up his affairs to return 
to England. As my heart was unattached 


Colonel Cathrow---I congratulated myself 
on the happy prospect before me: he 
* was a very worthy and a very agreeable 
* man: his conversation was pleasing to 
„me; and, a stranger to the refined passion 
* of love, I concluded, from the ease and 
satisfaction I enjoyed in his company, 
that I felt that passion for him. His 
„ death prevented our marriage; he left 
2 g me the bulk of his fortune, and it ap- 
** peared, at the time, a very small com- 
'« pensation for his loss, which I sincerely 


'** Bencoolen with Lady Harriet and Ge- 


** where I had several offers; but, none of 


| wall. I wrote to you from thence, in a 
hy Vol, 2, L few 


| © letter from you in return; but, prior to 


«© to any other for I had not then seen 


** Jamented. Soon after this event, I leſt 
e neral Exley, and removed to Madras, 


them being agreeable to me, I declined 
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re few days after my arrival, and was be- 
« ginning to grow very unhappy at not 
* hearing from you; when, to my great 
*« $urprize, I accidentally met, upon a visit, 
© our mother-in-law, Mrs. Westby.---It is 
* unnecessary to tell you the painful effect 
* this unexpected meeting had upon me; as 
« the sight of her, in that part, was suffi- 
* cient proof of the death of my father, for 
e She was again married. By her, I was 
* informed of the misfortunes that had at- 
* tended my family. You, she told me, 
she believed died soon after my father; 
and that an intimate friend of your's, in 
5e Somersetshire, --- whose name I do not re- 
collect; had taken my brother Richard 
under his protection, and sent him to 
** the West-Indies: but she knew not to 
** what part. This accounts for your never 
receiving any more letters from me af— 
*« ter the first; as well as it did to me for not 
hearing from you: mine being all addressed 
to you, at Park-Hill Place, from whence 
you was removed; and, your's to me, 
re at Bencoolen, from whence I was removed. 
« Entertaining no doubt about the truth 

e of the information given me by Mrs. 
„* MWestby, you may judge of the depth of 
66 my 
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„my affliction. I had almost sunk under 
| « jt, when the powerful voice of friendship 
e rouzed me from my stupor, by throwing 


« my griefs into a new channel. --- General 


« Exley received a wound; it was pro- 
> © nounced mortal, and my dear Lady Har- 


* riet was in agonies. My best efforts to 
e support her under so severe a trial, were 


* exerted, and not ineffectually. After lin- 


gering a few weeks, the General expired. 


„Lady Harriet's distress was great; but, 


being prepared for the event, she bore it 
« better than I expected; and, by degrees, 
her sorrow wore off. Her Ladyship had 
few relations in England; and no attach- 
ments: and death, as I supposed, having 
„ divested me of all mine, we determined 
to continue at Madras, In a few months 
„Mr. Lutridge formed an acquaintance 
with Lady Harriet, which terminated in 
% a matrimonial alliance, Shortly after 
that event, Colonel Cathrow came to Ma- 
'** dras with his regiment : - he visited at 
the house of Mr. Lutridge, paid particu- 
lar attention to me; and I soon experi- 
** enced the difference between a real and 
an imaginary passion. Our marriage 
soon succeeded to Lady Harriet's, and 

L 2 « my 
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« my felicity has been since as great as 
ever fell to the lot of humanity. In the 
first three years, J became the mother 
* of two sons; and in two years more, of 
* this girl; whom Lady Harriet took from 
«« the birth and claimed for her own; and, 
* from respect to the memory of her La- 
e dyship's mother, gave my infant the 
% name of Augusta.---Mr, Lutridge and 
Lady Harriet left Madras several years 
% ago; and, with our concurrence, brought 
my daughter with them. Unhappily her 
Ladyship died upon the voyage, and Mr. 
Lutridge did not long survive her. These 
«« events did, for some time, greatly dis- 
* turb the repose of the Colonel and me; 
but, finding Augusta was left under such 
excellent protection, we at length became 
easy about her: and our attachment to 
„our eldest son, for our youngest died 
«© when a child, ---detained us in India till 
* now, I have the pleasure to tell you, 
«© my dear brothers“ added she--- © that I 
«« expect shortly the satisfaction of pre- 
re senting to you your nephew, for whom 
] challenge your esteem and affection.” 
„ But where” =--cried Mr, Westby --- © 18 
- my 


ny 
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«« my brother-in-law? I shall not be quite 
happy till I see him.” 

« You must wait a few days for that, I 

believe, brother” --- replied she; “ for, 
since his return to England, he has been 


into York$shire, (the place of his nati- 


% vity) and there discovered, that in Lon- 
„ don he had one sister living. He has 
e geen her, and obtained from her intelli- 
*« gence, that his other sister was also liv- 
* ing, and just married to her second hus- 
© band, one Sir Philemon Carteret, I think, 
© and “ 

« Ha!”---interrupted he, in surprize --- 
ce 1s then Lady Carteret the sister of Colonel 
* Cathrow? I never heard her speak of her 
% brother!” 

** You know her, then, do you?” - said 
Mrs. Cathrow. 

Perfectly well” ---replied he; - she 
* lives in Somersetshire. You was going, 
*« I suppose, to add, that the Colonel was 
* gone to visit her?“ 

J was so“ said she; he set off 
„ this morning with his sister.“ 

Mr. Westby, turning to his brother, 
said, in a low voice, --- this is an extra- 
ordinary affair! 
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© Extraordinary indeed!“ --- answered 
he. 

« But, my brothers, --- resumed Mrs. 
 Cathrow---<* I am impatient to see your 
ladies; pray where are they?“ 

«« They are both at my house“ - re- 
turned Mr. R. Westby,. which is little 
« more than an hour's ride from hence. 
* If you, and our kind friends Mr. and 
Mrs. Gilmore, will all do me the favor to 
„ go back with my brother and me to 
dinner, they will rejoice to see you.” 
His proposal was agreed to without he- 
sitation and they departed together. We 
will now leave Mr. Westby to inquire of 
Augusta about Mr. Dawes; to inform her 
who he really was; to explain his motives 
for suppressing the name of Ormond ; and 
thereby unavoidably to delineate to her 
the character of her new-found aunt: --- 
while we relate an incident little less ex- 
traordinary than the preceding. 

Lord Thornby in passing through 
Fleet-street that morning, accidentally 
met his quondam acquaintance, Frank 
Stacey; they mutually rejoiced at the 
meeting, but, as his Lordship was then 
rather in a hurry, he gave Frank a mm 

WI) 
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with his address, and desired him to take 
an early opportunity of calling upon him, 
Frank --- who had served his clerkship 


in Exeter, --- was in London for improve- 


ment, and had just fixed himself in the 
office of an eminent and respectable At- 
torney, in Lincoln's-Inn. In the same of- 
fice was a young man from the north of 
England, with whom he had commenced 
an intimacy; and they were together, at 
the time Lord Thornby met them, This 
young man, ---who was no other than the 
eldest son of Farmer Nelstrop--- retreated 
at the approach of his Lordship, and kept 
a respectful distance, 'till he and Frank 
parted, He then rejoined the latter, say- 
ing, 

« His Lordship did not recollect me; 
« but, I knew him very well, and was ex- 
„ ceedingly glad to see him. 

« Why sure!“ ---said Stacey -“ do you 
«© know Lord Thornby ?“ 

Hornby?“ --- repeated Nelstrop ; --= 
«« that's Lord Hermon, I am very sure; 
« I have seen him too often to be de- 
« ceived. He put a droll joke upon my 
«« father once, at Fountain-Abbey.“ 

« Fountain-Abbey !” --- cried Stacey 

L 4 « bless 
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bless my life! you seem to have been in 
the midst of all my best connections! I 
suppose then“ --- added he-“ you knew 
„ the late Mr. Ormond?” 
__< Rnewhim! ay! very well!---resumed 
Nelstrop : --- he saved all our family 
from destruction. My father is a te- 
«« nant upon the estate. - We were sorely 
« grieved when the good old 'Squire died. 
« Ah!”--- continued he --- I shall never 
forget what I felt, the last time I saw 
„ him; when my master and I attended 
him, about a codicil to his will. It was 
* only two days before his death.“ 

« Stop, Nelstrop”---cried Stacey--- you 
„ have made uo very capital mistakes. 
© In the first place, Mr. Ormond's will 
« has no codicil to it; and, in the next 
place, it bears date fen days previous to 
„ his decease.“ 

Stacey“ returned he, with fir mness 
--- it is you who are mistaken !- -I insist 
« upon it that my master made a codicil, 
„from the 'Squire's own instructions: 
* confirming a former will, which, I my- 

self heard the 'Squire say, was made and 
«« executed upon the birth of his last child. 
.- -I engrossed the codicil, and, after it 
© Was 
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« was duly executed, and inclosed, in a 
* cover With the will; I too directed that 
cover to the executors, as the Squire 
ordered.“ * 
« This is very strange!“ --- said Stacey: 
-- * for the will proved in conrt, has no 
* codicil to it; the date is as I told you; 
* it is Short, and it gives the whole of his 
property, except a few legacies of five 
and ten guineas to Mrs. Ormond,” 

« Good God!” ---exclaimed Nelstrop --- 
then the will proved is certainly a for- 
* gery. I know that the 'Squire's will is 
of a very different tendency; and, I am 
* $0 confident of the truth of what I have 
«« told you, that I am ready to go this mo- 
ment and make athdavit of it before any 
5, ans.” 

After a little farther conference upon 
the subject, they both thought some step 
should be taken, to make it known imme- 
diately; but neither knew how to go pro- 
perly about it. They, thereſore, agreed 
upon relating the affair to their master, 
and taking his advice how to proceed. 
They luckily found him alone in the office, 
at their return: --- he heard them both with 
attention, and then advised their going to 
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some person, who had been upon the 
most friendly terms with the deceased. --- 


Stacey thought of Lord Thornby, and took 


the card from his pocket: --- Nelstrop hap- 
pened to glance his eye over it, and di- 
rectly cried out, --- © R. Westby ! that's 
the very name of one of the 'Squire's 
* executors. '' 
Then,“ said the worthy attorney 
* go, both of you, away to him, this in- 
*« stant, and reveal all you know of the 
matter. 
We will now suppose Mr. R. Westby 
got home with his relations and friends. 
The introduction, the surprize, and the first 
emotions of joy, agreeably subsided, dinner 
over, and the whole company in a state of 
happiness and composure, conversing toge- 
ther over coffee and tea, when he was called 
out of the room to Frank Stacey and Nel- 
strop; and surprized by the intelligence they 
brought. In a few minutes he sent to de- 
Sire the company of his brother and Lord 
Thornby; before whom Nelstrop again made 
the same relation of facts: and Mr. Westby 
corroborated his testimony, by saying, 
This agrees exactly with what Mr. Or- 
„mond said to me a few hours before we 
*« parted 
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* parted for the last time. He then told 
* me he did not expect to live long; that 
* he had made his will: and had no worldly 


* business left to do, except the addition of 


* a few legacies, to prove his esteem for 
some particular persons: which he in- 
* tended doing by a codicil, wherein he 
„ Should strengthen and confirm the for- 
mer will. Do you know” --- continued he 


to Nelstrop -“ where that will and co-- 


*« dicil were placed, after they went out of 
*« your hands?“ 

© No, Sir“ returned he -+-< I do not, 
Madam Ormond took them of me herselt, 
* and went out of the room to put them 
0 away.“ 

Mr. Westby shook his head with vexation, 


and said, --- Brother, this will be a trou- 


*« blesome affair, I expect; but, we must 


attend to it without delay.“ 


4 told you”---cried Lord Thornby - 


<c there was some dark work at the bot- 


«« tom.“ 
Here their discourse was interrupted by 


the entrance of a servant, to say that a 
gentlewoman, just alighted from a post- 
chatse, desired the honor of speaking with 
one of the Mr, Westby's, upon business of 


impor— 
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importance. They ordered her to be shewn 
in; on her entering the room, and seeing 
ide gentlemen instead of two, she retreated 
a little. Mr. R. Westby went up to her, 
and politely requested her to sit down, and 
take some refreshment. Her appearance, 
indeed, excited compassion; for she looked 
almost worn out with fatigue, She, how- 
ever, faintly replied to him, 

5 have not the honor, Sir, of knowing 
or being known to you; but, if your name 
* is Westby, I must entreat the ſavor of a 
ce private conference, as I have something 
of consequence to impart, relative to the 
late Mr. Ormond's family, of Ormond 

Lodge, from whence I came.” --- Mr. 
Westby hearing this, now advanced, and 
taking her hand, said, 

Then, my good Madam, be pleased to 
* impart what you have to say without fear. 
My name is George Westby; this is my 
brother; this Lord Thornby ; and these 
two young gentlemen as warmly inter— 
ested in the welfare of the family you 
mention, as ourselves. It is upon an 
affair of great consequence to it, that we 
are now met; and something Whispers 
ame, that you are come, apropos, to throw 

«a light 
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«a light upon the business.“ -The ser- 
vant coming in with wine and cake, which 
Mr. R. Westby had ordered for her, delayed 
her reply, 'till he was withdrawn: after 
which, she said, 

*« I flatter myself, Sir, I bring you every 
thing you wish; but, before I produce it, 
you must permit me briefly to relate 
ce those circumstances which led to my 


knowledge of the matter: and should 


« you see any impropriety in the method 
« have used to get into my possession so 
valuable a deposit, I hope you will let 
« my motive plead my apology; that being 
* no other than a desire of seeing justice 
done to the injured.” 

Speak freely, Madam” --- said Mr, 
Westby--- and give yourself a claim to 
** our thanks,” 

Thus encouraged, she proceeded to say, 

Gentlemen, my name is Henrietta 
% Dormer; I have had the honor---I can- 
„not say happiness---to be, for the last 
* three months, in the service of Lady 
«« Carteret, as her Ladyship's woman. 80 
« disagreeable did I find my situation 
« there, that nothing could have induced 
« me to stay so long, but the very high 

esteem 
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c esteem and respect I imbibed for Miss 
« Ormond, whose amiable sweetness of 


disposition, softened every disagreeable. 


« My little share of penetration, soon en- 
e abled me to discover that young lady 
« was not happy; and, on her account, I 
% determined to remain in my place, that 
« I might have an opportunity to pay her 
«© all those little attentions, which help to 
e sweeten life and soften every human ca- 
* lamity. The temper of Lady Carteret 
is not good; and the horrid temper of 
« Sir Philemon, tended to make it still 
worse: - they lived miserably together. 
« A few days ago, I was sitting at work 
in my Lady's powdering- closet, which 
* has two doors to it; ene into her dres- 
„ sing- room, and another upon the stair- 
case. That into the dressing room, was 
* partly open, but I believe my Lady did 
not observe it, nor was sensible of my 
being in the closet, when she entered 
the room; whither Sir Philemon pre— 
** ently followed, and angrily said to her, 
My Lady, will you or will you not do it? 
«I am in a hurry.” - I told you be- 
fore, Sir” --- replied she“ that T will 
ne.“ - In consequence of her refusal, 

« high 
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e high words ensued; but, those which 
% most struck my astonished ear, were, 
Sir Philemon, I would advise you to take 
© care what you are about; for know that IT 
ce have it in my power to lower your baughty 
* crest, and turn you out of the Lodge when- 
er A please, by producing Mr. Ormond's 
© real will.” --- He was silent near a mi- 
6 nute, then said, --- © Why, what the de- 


vil! is there any other will, then, besides 


« the one proved? -- Yes!” --- returned 
tc she there is another of a very diffe- 
« rent tenor !''=-- And where the devil is 
«© it?” ---cried he.“ I shan't tell yor 


that“ --- replied my Lady. © Fire and 


4% furies !”' --- exclatmed he --- © what a 
*« d-. m--d fool you must be to keep such 
* a thing by you; why the d---1 in hell 
* didn't you destroy it?” --- © Because“ 
said she --- © I intended it as a resource 
against ill treatment from a second hus- 
«© band.“ - You shall find it none” --- 
* resumed he- if you do not destroy it; 


for, while that subsists, there is no 
safety for me.” ---So saying, he flung . 


out of the room in a passfon, and I pre- 
„ pared to leave my hiding place: but J 
suppose made some noise in doing it; 

50 for 
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«« for I was no sooner upon the stairs, 
«than I heard my Lady open the closet 
«© door and call Dormer |! Dormer! I an- 
6 gwered not, and thus, perhaps, removed 
her suspicion, for she took no notice of 
ce the affair to me afterwards, I went 
« directly to Old John, and told him all 
I had heard: he desired me not to men- 
ce tion it to Miss Ormond, but to keep it 
*« quite private, and endeavor to get at the 
*« will, as my Lady often trusted me with 
c her keys. I then remembered, that 
once, When she was dressing to go out 
in a hurry, she sent me to her jewel- 
* casket for something she wanted, and 
« at the bottom of that, I saw lay a large 
«« thick letter sealed up. I told him this, 
and he cricd out directly, “ As sure 
5 as you are alive, Mrs. Dormer, that's 
«« my late honored master's will, and you 
must get it out of that casket as soon 
% as possible.“ - As my Lady was ex- 


„ tremely careful of the casket, always 


« keeping it locked up in a small Indian 
cabinet, and had never sent me to it but 
that once, the undertaking appeared tome 
«« very difficult. I told John so, and he 
*« replied, - Mrs. Dormer, it must be 


« done; 
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ce done; you must watch your opportunity 
*« to get hold of the keys, and if you have 
* any scruples of conscience about it, only 
lay them in my way, and I'll do the 
rest.“ An execution entered the house 
* next morning, when we both became ex- 
*« ceedingly unhappy, at not knowing how 
eto secure what we wanted. While we 
*« were discoursing about it, Sir Philemon, 
* who had been out all night, returned 
* home: and presently my Lady and he 
were again at high words, which ended 
* with his knocking her down, The noise 
carried us andsomeothers into the room; 
* we took my Lady up for dead; and, in 
the mean time, Sir Philemon made his 
escape to his own apartment. --- Miss | 
* Ormond, who was out of the way when i 
it happened, was officiously called, I | 
took advantage of the opportunity, pre- | 
e tended to find symptoms of life, and re- | 
** quested her to put her hand into my | 
Lady's pocket, and give me her keys, 
* to fetch something out of the cabinet 
ce that would infallibly restore her. - God 
forgive me! I knew there was nothing 
„there likely to do that! however, she 
„ did as I desired, gave me the keys, and 
ran 
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ran directly up stairs; opened both 
_ « locks; took out the large letter, with 
another unfinished one of my Lady's 

«« writing, and snatching up a bottle of 
eau de luce, returned with that and the 
« keys to Miss Ormond; and then went 
4 60 John, who was waiting for me in the 
« library. After shutting the door close, 
„ he examined the superscription, and 
e Said, --- © This is the critical minute, Mrs, 
« Dormer; there is not a moment to lose, 
- will not leave the house as long as 
« Miss Margaretta is in it, unprotected ; 
« you must, therefore, make no hesitation, 
* but walk off, without saying any thing. 
« It is only five miles to the town; go to 
the first inn, get into a post-chaise, and 
* go off to Plymouth-Dock directly. ---It 
« Mr. Westby should happen to be any 
* where at a distance from home, do not 
stop at all, but take fresh chaise and 
travel post, night and day, till you get to 
«« Mr. R. Westby's, in London, to whom 
* you may safely deliver these papers.“ --- 
John supplied me with money, and I did 
* as he directed. Here, gentlemen, is the 
* will, and the loose paper!“ 

The moment she produced the former, 


young 
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young Nelstrop took it up, and exultingly 
exclaimed, --- This is the very thing !--- 
here's my own hand writing on the su- 


*« perscription!“ “ Yes, so it is“ re- 


joined Stacey ---* 7 can swear to that!” 
Pray, Mrs. Dormer”'---said Mr. Westby 
--- *© do you know the contents of this loose 
„paper“ 
do not, Sir“ she replied---©* I only 


* know, that the same day on which Sir 


« Philemon and my Lady quarrelled in the 
«« dressing-room, she sat down to write, 
* 800n after, he went out; and, I believe, 
% was so employed most of the afternoon: 
« as she was alone. I went to her Ladyship 
* upon some occasion, and then thought she 
« was writing a letter; but the moment [I 


saw that paper in the casket, I knew it to 


ebe the same she was writing upon, so I 
concluded to take it away with the other, 


«« John sealed it up, without either of us 


looking in it, and bade me be careful of 
it, and give it to one of you gentlemen.” 
Then, I think”---said Mr. Westby, 
looking at his brother and Lord Thornby --- 
as this paper has no superscription upon 
it, there can be nothing amiss in our 
* breaking the scal, and taking a view of 


* 
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e the contents.“ --- They agreeing with him, 
it was (after dismissing Mrs. Dormer, and 
recommending her to the attention of the 
housekeeper) opened, and found to be an un- 
finished letter, from Lady Carteret to Henry 
Ormond, It appeared to be written under 
the strongest impression of anger towards 
Sir Philemon; which she endeavored to veil, 
by professing a desire to do justice. She 
confessed having forged a will for Mr. Or- 
mond; but, apologized for her conduct, by 
pleading < the youth of her children, ren- 
dering them, in her opinion, improper 
subjects for independency.”” She added, 
that she was farther stimulated to it, by 
„ resentment to Mr. Ormond, who had 
© acted meanly by her, notwithstanding the 
obligation he owed her for giving to his 
„arms, when he was far advanced in years 
- youth and beauty, which ought to have 
* graced a Coronet.” --- She then went on to 
say, -* that her not having destroyed the 
* real will, was a substantial proof she had 
no intention to deprive Henry and his sis- 
re ters entirely of their natural right; which, 
* if they inherited at her decease, was full 
„as soon as was necessary.”'--- This was 
the purport of what she had written, and 
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was sufficient evidence to save a great deal 
of trouble in law. Frank Stacey and Nel- 
strop now departed, quite happy and satis- 
fied. The company in the drawing- room 
being about to take leave; the opening of 
the will was deferred, till after their depar- 
ture, when the gentlemen again retired by 
themselves for that purpose: and Lord 
Thornby being of necessity looked upon as 
a substitute for the rest of the family, Mr. 
Westby broke the seals and read it aloud. 
The testator had therein appointed him and 
his brother joint executors and guardians to 
all his children, that might be under age 
at the time of his decease; leaving them 
a handsome legacy, as a memento of his 
friendship. To his daughters he bequeathed 
thirty thousand pounds each. To his Lady 
he left Fountain-Abbey, and all its appur- 
tenances; together with the whole of his 
estate in the North, during the term of her 
natural life; afterwards to go to his son. 
And ten thousand pounds, in addition to 
her marriage settlement, to dispose of as 
she thought proper. --- Many small legacies 
were left amongst his servants and old te- 
nants; and, in the codicil, he bequeathed 
live hundred pounds to Mr, Williams; the 
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same sum to Mrs. Stacey; to Matilda and 
Frank Stacey one thousand pounds each ; 
and to Old John, in consideration of his faith- 
ful services, one hundred pounds per an- 
num for life. The will being gone through, 
Mr. Westby expressed his regret, that it 
was too late to take any step in the business 
that night; and, as the next day was Sun- 
day, nothing could be entered upon till 
Monday morning, when it would be neces- 
sary to consult the best law opinion how to 
proceed: in the mean time, Lord Thornby 
undertook to break the matter cautionsly to 
his Lady. | 
On the Sunday noon, an express, with a 
letter to Mr. R. Westby, came from Henry, 
giving a brief account of the state of things 
at the Lodge; the death of Sir Philemon 
and Lady Carteret; and the arrival of his 
new-discovered relations. Mrs. Dormer, 
on hearing these events, intimated a wish 
to return immediately, which she was be- 
fore fearful of doing, 'till she could be sup- 
ported by the presence of some respectable 
characters; but, as she had been extremely 
fatigued by the rapidity of her journey, and 
was still somewhat indisposed, she was pre- 
vailed upon to stay a day or two longer. 
| In 
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In the evening Mr. and Mrs. Westby went to 
Cavendish-Square, and found Mrs. Cathrow 
and Augusta agreeably engaged in the pe- 
rusal of letters from Ormond Lodge, which 
had come to them by the same express; the 
contents of these, furnished the principal 
subject of conversation during their short 


visit. 


On the following afternoon, --- having ob- 
tained proper law instructions for proceed- 
ing in all matters relative to the will, --- the 
two Mr. Westbys and Lord Thornby com- 
menced their journey to Ormond Lodge. 
We will leave to the reader's imagination 
the pleasure with which they were received 
there. The happiness Colonel Cathrow ex- 
pressed, on finding them so nearly allied to 
him; and the surprize and joy which the 
discovery of Mr. Ormond's real will caused 
throughout the family and neighbour- 
hood. --- The unjust and unnatural conduct 
of the late Lady Carteret, created general 
abhorrence; her memory was held in de- 
testation; and her own offspring, who 80 
lately deplored her miseries, and affecti- 
onately lamented her loss; were now com-. 
pelled to suppress the tender feelings of 
nature, and blush for their descent, Her re- 
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mains were conveyed to the village church, 


amidst the execrations of an assembled mul- 


titude, and deposited in the family vault; 
but, Colonel Cathrow, --- whose resentment 
extended even to the grave, · being fully in- 
formed of the amiable character of her first 
husband, judged her unworthy of a place by 
his side, therefore privately gave directions 
for her coffin to be placed at the foot of his. 
In a few hours after the interment, a letter 
was brought by the post to Ormond Lodge, 
addressed to Sir Philemon Carteret; which, 
on opening, proved to be from the unfor- 
tunate and much-injured Peggy: complain- 
ing of the non-payment of her quarterly, 
allowance, and informing him of her design 
to see him once more upon the subject. 
Mr. R. Westby, who alone knew her sad 
story, related it; and excited so much pity 
for her in the breasts of all present, that 
each declared their readiness to subscribe 
towards raising her a comfortable annuity 
for life. Here the benevolent Colonel Ca- 
throw interfered, and insisted upon it, that 
no one but himself should have any thing 
to do with the matter. When Peggy came, 
she was, by the Colonel's order, conducted 
directly into his presence. As she had no 
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remains of tenderness for Sir Philemon, 
she was not affected at hearing of his death: 
but, when informed of the circumstances in 
which he died; all the horrors of poverty 
assailed her mind so powerfully, that, faintly 
exclaiming,. - Oh! my poor children!“ 
she fell into a swoon, and remained some 
time insensible. Colonel Cathrow felt the 
ut most compassion for her; and, as soon as 
she was sufficiently recovered, he adminis- 
tered the healing balm of consolation; by 
delicately informing her, that he was ac- 
quainted with her injuries, and had deter. 
mined to secure to her, for lite, an annuity 
equal to that which Sir Philemon had en- 
gaged for: he then paid her the quarter due, 
and she departed, under the strongest im- 
pressions of gratitude. The Colonel again 
joined his friends; but had scarce time to 
speak to them, before they were agreeably 
surprized by the entrance of Lady Dowager 
Thornby, introducing Sir James Askew: to 
whom she had written an account of the late 
events; and he, ---on the wings of love, 
had come to claim his affianced bride. The 
Baronet's presence gave general satisfac- 
tion. Colonel Cathrow claimed the right of 
presenting to him the hand of Margaretta ; 
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pleaded with her ſor an early day; nor would 
admit of any apology for postponing the 
happy event. On this occasion he antici- 
pated Henry's intention, by saying, that, 
though the extravagance of Sir Philemon 


had dissipated all the personal property of 


the late Mr. Ormond; every legacy in his 
will should be fully paid by him, as. the only 
atonement he could make for the conduct of 
her whom he blushed to call sister: he, 
therefore, desired that every legatee might 
be immediately informed of their right, and 
a day fixed for payment. Mrs. Dormer, --- 
who was now returned to the house, --- was 
called into the room, to receive the thanks 
of the family for the part she had taken; 
for which the Colonel promised her a hand- 
some reward: the worthy woman, how- 
ever, replied, that she was greatly obliged 
by the offer, but would accept no other re- 
ward than the honor of being retained in 
the service of Miss Ormond. This was 
readily promised, but Henry obliged her to 
accept from him a settlement of one hun- 
dred pounds a year for life. --- Matters being 
Settled with the creditors of Sir Philemon, 
the bailiffs dismissed from the house, and 


the marriage of Sir James Askew with Mar- 
| garetta 
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garetta solemnized; the whole party, accom- 
panied by Lady Dowager Thornby, set 2 
for the metropolis; where Henry and 
adored Augusta met under the 1 
auspices, and were speedily united. After 
which, they devoted a few months to visit- 
ing at the seats of Lord Thornby and Sir 
James Askew: enjoyed the opportunity of 
congratulating his Lordship on the birth of 
a son and heir; of seeing Lady Askew in a 
situation that promised a farther addition to 
the family; and then, with the rest of their 
relations, left them and departed to Foun- 
tain Abbey; from whence, after a very 
short stay, they went to Ormond Lodge, 
where they fixed their residence, to the great 
satisfaction of all their tenantry. The Co- 
lonel and Mrs. Cathrow purchased an ele- 
gant seat near them, at which they con- 
stantly reside, happy in the society of their 
children, and looking with eager expecta- 
tion for the arrival of their son from Ma- 
dras; whose heart, they hope, will be cap- 
tivated by the beauty and virtues of his fair 
cousin, Harriet Ormond: who still continues 
under the protection of Lady Thornby; as 
does little Eliza under that of Lady — Ig 
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An invitation from Henry having brought 
Captain Northington and his Lady to Or- 
mond Lodge; they are so delighted with the 
spot, that they have it in serious contem- 
plation to purchase a small cottage in the 
village, and retire to it for life; and the 
venerable Mr. and Mrs. Gilmore, finding 


London disagreeable to them, without the 
company of their beloved Augusta, soon 
followed her into Somersetshire, where they 
have fixed their tent for the remainder of 
their days. 


